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Copyright Agreement


Granting the Right to Use the Work in the International Scientific Electronic Journal “Herald of Oriental Studies”
Date: ............................
The Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University, acting as the publisher of the International Scientific Electronic Journal “Herald of Oriental Studies” (hereinafter – the Publisher), represented by the Editor, Professor Emzar Makaradze, on the one hand, and __________________________ (hereinafter – the Author), on the other hand, conclude this agreement (hereinafter – the Agreement) regarding the publication of a scientific work (hereinafter – the Article) in the International Scientific Journal “Herald of Oriental Studies” under the following terms:
General Provisions
1.1. This Agreement constitutes a public offer under which the Author submits materials to the journal’s electronic addresses: os@bsu.edu.ge; emzar.makaradze@bsu.edu.ge, or uploads them through the electronic system at: https://hos.openjournals.ge/index.php/hos/index
1.2. In accordance with international legislation on the protection of copyright in electronic information resources, reproduction or republication of materials from the electronic journal, in whole or in part, in any form (electronic or printed), is prohibited without the prior written consent of the authors and the editorial board of the journal. When using published materials within other documents, reference to the original source is mandatory.
Subject of the Agreement
2.1. Under this Agreement, the Author grants the Publisher, free of charge, the non-exclusive rights listed in Clause 3.1 to use the Article within the limits and for the duration specified in this Agreement.
2.2. The Author guarantees that they possess the exclusive rights to the Article transferred to the Publisher.
Rights and Obligations of the Parties
3.1. The Author grants the Publisher the following rights for a period of five (5) years:
3.1.1. The right to publish the electronic version of the Article on the journal’s website
(https://hos.openjournals.ge/index.php/hos/index) and in other databases.
3.1.2. The right to reproduce the Article (publication, dissemination, duplication, circulation, or any other form of distribution), without limitation on the number of copies, including in electronic media, electronic networks, and databases. Each copy of the Article must contain the name of the Author.
3.1.3. The right to distribute the Article in any form.
3.1.4. The right to adapt the Article (including the creation of new, independently creative works based on it), translate it, and make changes to the Article, including changes to the title and editorial corrections that do not constitute a substantive transformation of the work.
3.1.5. The right to publicly display the Article and demonstrate it for advertising or informational purposes.
3.1.6. The right to make the Article publicly accessible.
3.1.7. The right to conclude licensing agreements with third parties, i.e., to grant third parties the rights listed in Clause 3.1 without remuneration to the Author.
3.2. If neither party sends written notice of termination of this Agreement to the other party no later than two months before the expiration of the five-year term, the Publisher’s rights to the Article shall automatically be extended for a similar period. The number of renewals is not limited.
3.3. The term specified in Clause 3.1 may not exceed the duration of the Author’s exclusive rights to the Article. In the event of transfer of exclusive rights, the Author must notify the Publisher in writing at least three months before the termination of such rights with respect to the Article or its components.
3.4. The Author guarantees that the Article transferred to the Publisher under this Agreement is an original work.
3.5. The Author guarantees that the Article has not been submitted elsewhere for reproduction or other use.
3.6. The Author guarantees that the Article contains all necessary references to cited authors and publications in accordance with applicable copyright legislation, and that the use of results and facts obtained by other persons or organizations does not violate their intellectual property rights.
3.7. The Author guarantees that the Article does not contain materials whose publication or dissemination in open press would disclose confidential information, including state secrets.
3.8. The Author guarantees that they will not grant a license for the use of the Article to third parties before the date of its first publication by the Publisher.
3.9. The Publisher undertakes to respect copyright in accordance with applicable legislation and to take all possible measures to prevent violations of copyright by third parties.
3.10. The Publisher has the right to:
· perform technical and literary editing of the Article without altering its essential content;
· conduct expert review of the Article and propose necessary revisions to the Author; the Article will not be published until such revisions are completed;
· publish preliminary and/or promotional information regarding the Article’s publication in media or other information sources;
· establish rules and procedures for submission and publication of materials in the journal.
The editorial board has the right to select or reject submitted materials intended for publication. Manuscripts submitted to the editorial office are not returned.
The Publisher also has the right to:
· temporarily suspend services provided under this Agreement due to technical, technological, or other reasons that prevent service delivery during the period required to eliminate such causes;
· unilaterally suspend the services provided under this Agreement without court intervention in the following cases:
· if the Article (or any part thereof) does not correspond to the journal’s scope, if the submitted material is insufficient for publication, or if the formatting does not meet the requirements;
· if the Author violates other obligations stipulated by this Agreement;
· amend the Agreement in accordance with established procedures.
Entry into Force of the Agreement
4.1. This Agreement enters into force at the moment the Author submits the Article to the journal’s electronic address and remains valid for five (5) years. The Agreement shall automatically be renewed for the same term unless either party expresses the intention to terminate it before its expiration.
Procedure for Amendments and Termination
5.1. The Publisher has the right to unilaterally amend the terms of this Agreement by notifying the Author at least ten (10) calendar days before the amendments enter into force via the journal’s website or by email to the Author’s address indicated in the submission form.
5.2. If the Author does not agree with the amendments, they have the right to send written notice to the Publisher rejecting the Agreement before the amendments take effect. In the absence of such notice, the amendments shall be deemed accepted by the Author.
5.3. This Agreement may be terminated at any time by mutual agreement of the parties.
5.4. The Author may unilaterally withdraw from the Agreement by sending written notification to the Publisher at least 45 (forty-five) days before the expected publication date of the Article.
5.5. Termination of the Agreement for any reason does not release the parties from liability for violations committed during the period of its validity.
Liability
6.1. The parties are liable for failure to fulfill or improper fulfillment of obligations under this Agreement in accordance with the legislation of Georgia.
6.2. All information provided by the Author must be accurate. The Author bears responsibility for the accuracy and completeness of the information submitted to the Publisher. The Publisher is not responsible for negative consequences resulting from the use of inaccurate information provided by the Author.
6.3. The Author is responsible for compliance with copyright and user rights provided by applicable legislation.
6.4. The Publisher shall not be liable if:
a) the action is directly or indirectly related to the Author;
b) the Author incurs losses regardless of whether the Publisher could have foreseen such losses.
6.5. The Publisher shall be exempt from liability for breach of this Agreement if such breach results from force majeure circumstances, including but not limited to: actions of state authorities, adoption of legal acts, fire, flood, earthquake, natural disasters, epidemics, power or network failures, strikes, civil unrest, riots, or other extraordinary circumstances.
Dispute Resolution
7.1. Disputes and disagreements arising under this Agreement shall initially be considered upon a complaint reviewed by the journal’s editorial board within 30 calendar days. If no agreement is reached, the dispute shall be referred to the competent court.
7.2. Unresolved disputes between the parties shall be settled in court in accordance with the legislation of Georgia.
Other Provisions
8.1. Any notifications, requests, and other communications (except documents required to be submitted in original form under Georgian legislation) shall be deemed received by the Author if transmitted by the Publisher through the journal’s website (including publication), via email, or through other communication channels. The parties recognize the legal validity of such communications.
8.2. In the event of claims against the Publisher related to infringement of third-party copyright or other intellectual property rights during the creation of the Article or the conclusion of this Agreement, the Author undertakes to:
· take immediate measures to resolve disputes with third parties upon notification from the Publisher and, if necessary, initiate legal proceedings on behalf of the Publisher and ensure that the Publisher is removed from the list of respondents;
· reimburse the Publisher for legal expenses and damages incurred as a result of court decisions and any payments made to third parties for violations of exclusive copyright or other intellectual property rights caused by the Author’s failure to fulfill the guarantees provided under this Agreement.

Signatures of the Parties
Publisher
Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University                                                              Author
International Scientific Journal
“Herald of Oriental Studies”
Address: Batumi, Rustaveli/Ninoshvili St. 32/35
Editor, Professor
Emzar Makaradze
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