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Abstract

This text shows the decades-long development of Ottoman
studies, primarily in its translation segment, in the current Republic of
North Macedonia. The beginnings and the development of the
translation of Ottoman documents within the Macedonian history-
iography are shown, as well as their meaning and use as historical
sources by the Macedonian historians. Attention is paid to the
problems faced by this translation segment in terms of the long
editorial process that is needed to educate a translator in the Ottoman
Turkish language, as well as the complexity of this language. There is
also a brief overview of the collections and types of original Ottoman
documents and manuscripts kept in the Macedonian archives and
libraries which constitute the main corpus for translation by Mace-
donian ottomanists.
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Introduction

The emergence of the Ottoman Empire and its political evol-
ution is certainly one of the most significant phenomena in the overall
historical development of Eastern and Western societies and cultures.
This vast empire, which spanned three continents, had a lasting and
indelible effect on the development of many peoples, regions, and
cultures. The Ottoman administration also left a legacy in the form of
millions of documents, which today are kept in several archive centers
in the world, and testify, among other things, to the history of several
dozen nations and states that emerged after the collapse of the Otto-
man Empire. Most of these documents today are kept in the Ottoman
State Archives of the Republic of Turkey (Devlet Arsivleri Bagkanlig
Osmanli Arsivi), in Istanbul. The foundation of this archive was laid in
1846 by the then Grand Vizier Mustafa Reshid Pasha, when in the
courtyard of the Sublime Porte in Istanbul, the construction of a
special building intended for an archive called "Hazine-i evraki"
began!. With this were laid the foundations of modern archival science
in the Ottoman Empire. This archive was further developed as the
central-state archive of the Republic of Turkey.

Among the many territories that became part of the Ottoman
state and whose historical and cultural development had a huge and
unique influence that is felt even today, was the territory of Mace-
donia. For more than five centuries Macedonia remained within the
vast empire, becoming the last European territory abandoned by the
Ottomans. Ottoman domination in Macedonia began with the famous
Battle of Cirmen, on the river Marica (1371) near Adrianople (today
Edirne in Turkey) and ended with the First Balkan War (1912). These
five centuries of Ottoman domination left deep traces in the demog-
raphic, spiritual and cultural life of the population living on Macedo-

Thttps://web.archive.org/web/20140209162211/http://www.devletarsivleri.gov.tr/Forms/pgAr
ticle.aspx?1d=0905DF74-362C-4E13-A71A-30CB455085EC
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nian territory. Therefore, the study of the history of Macedonia within
the Ottoman Empire is a necessary, interesting, but also extremely
complex subject for research within Macedonian historiography. Of
course, that research is based on original Ottoman documentation that
was left after the Ottomans left Macedonian territory and most of
which is kept in the Macedonian state archive and the national library.
Method

The text we present is based on the historical-descriptive met-
hod and the thematic-chronological approach. During the research, a
retrospective analysis of data obtained from research in appropriate
institutions and from general historical literature and sources relevant
to the respective topic was applied. Based on that analysis, certain
conclusions were drawn through the descriptive-narrative method.
Result

The result of this research is the emphasis of the significance of
the imperial Ottoman archival documentation for Balkan historio-
graphy, which is the basis of the comparative analysis of the cultural,
social and political processes that took place in the Balkans, Anatolia,
the Middle East and Africa over a long period under the umbrella of
the same administration, bureaucracy and within one legal system.
That imperial character of the Ottoman documents transcends today's
political boundaries of the small Balkan states and represents their
greatest quality. Special attention is devoted to the development of the
translation of Ottoman documents in Macedonian historiography after
the Second World War, as one of the most fruitful translation schools
in the Balkans. The problem of lowering of the number of trained
translators for those documents was pointed out, primarily due to the
complexity of the Ottoman-Turkish language and the long process of
translation training.
Discussion

This text aims to show the decades-long development of Otto-
man studies in the current Republic of North Macedonia, and more
specifically to show the beginning and development of the translation
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of Ottoman documents within Macedonian historiography, as well as
the subsequent use of these Ottoman written sources by Macedonian
historians. However, before moving on to this aim, it is given a brief
overview of the collections of original Ottoman documents and man-
uscripts that are kept in the Macedonian archives and libraries and
that constitute the main corpus for translation.

North Macedonia is one of the countries where there is an
extremely rich collection of original Ottoman documents - a result of
the five centuries of continuous Ottoman presence in Macedonia and
the work of the Ottoman state administration. During this extremely
long period, countless documents were written, issued and archived in
all major Macedonian cities, especially in places that were admini-
strative centers of kazas, sanjaks or vilayets. Although most of those
documents were either destroyed in the frequent wars in the last
decades of Ottoman rule or taken to Istanbul when the Ottoman state
left these territories, some of them remained in the municipal archives
of several Macedonian cities. During many decades of existence and
operation, the Macedonian State Archive managed to collect most of
these documents in one place and store them in its depot in the capital,
Skopje. A small part remained in the Ohrid Archive Department,
while another quite small part is still in some other institutions. In this
manner was created the rich archival collection in which the total
number of Ottoman documents reaches tens of thousands, and in this
regard, the Macedonian State Archive is among institutions that have
one of the largest and most important collections of Ottoman
documents in the Balkans, of course, with exception of the archives of
the Republic of Turkey.

Ottoman archival documents kept in Skopje cover the period
between the fifteenth - twentieth century. They consist of individual
documents with different content such as fermans, berats, buyuruldis,
court registers so-called sidzi/, documents of the official administrative
bodies which contain data on the economic history of this region,
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documents on the work of the municipal bodies and authorities in the
cities, especially from the last decades of the Ottoman rule, etc.

Perhaps the most important of these documents in terms of
content and scope are the court protocols, i.e. the registers of litiga-
tions and decisions made regarding them. The most famous among
these are the Bitola (tur. Manastir) court registers (Manastir sicilleri)
which consist of 185 volumes and cover the period between 1607 and
1922. These registers are one of the most important sources in terms of
local history, the way the legal system functioned in the Ottoman
state, as well as in terms of the management of that state of its Euro-
pean territories. Moreover, the Bitola Court Registers are an excellent
source of information regarding the position of a judge (tur. kadl),
their way of working and their relations with the central government
in Istanbul. Apart from the Bitola Court Registers, there are ten other
books with court registers from the second half of the 19 century,
which belong to the municipalities of Debar, Ohrid, Prilep and Tetovo.

Among the Ottoman documents, quite important are also the
117 boxes of books with title deeds belonging to the cities: Florina
(today in the Republic of Greece), Bitola, Resen, Prilep, Prespa, Ohrid,
Krusevo, Kic¢evo and Serfidze (today in the Republic of Greece) dating
from the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth
century. These books contain records of the property of tens of tho-
usands of people in the mentioned cities and their surroundings.
Through these documents, one can easily and reliably analyze the
religious and ethnic structure of the property owners referred to in
these records for the last decades of Ottoman rule.

Another collection of documents in the Macedonian State
Archive from the second half of the nineteenth century and the first
half of the twentieth century are the documents that arose as a result
of the work of the municipal administrative bodies from the cities:
Veles, Kocani, Kratovo, Kriva Palanka, Kumanovo, Prilep, Radovis,
Skopje, Tetovo, the Prilep Agricultural Bank, the Police Directorate in
Prilep, the Directorate for Title Deeds in Prilep, the Directorate for

14



Financial Affairs in Prilep and the Commission for Refugees in Skopje.
They are an excellent source of information about the work of the
local Ottoman administration and the inclusion of all religious and
ethnic communities in that administrative structure. Among the men-
tioned collection of documents, the Document Fund of the Commis-
sion for Refugees (Muhacir komisyonu) is especially important and
interesting. The work of this commission, in a vivid manner, reflects
the tragedy experienced by Muslim refugees after the great Russian-
Ottoman war of 1877-78, but also the urban changes that were caused
by the presence of refugees especially in Skopje.

In addition to these collective Ottoman documents, a collection
of individual original documents is available as well. In this collection,
there are 80 fermans (Sultan's orders) (1469-1916), 153 berats (orders,
commands) (1702-1911), 28 wagifnames (documents for founding a
charitable foundation), (1463-1911) and 8 buyuruldis (commands of
lower-ranking officials). There are also several documents for various
religious communities, dervish orders and individuals. It should be
noted that since 1995, xerox copies of these original documents can be
also found in the Ottoman Archives in Istanbul?.

An important part of the collection of Ottoman documents in
the State Archives of the Republic of North Macedonia is the xerox
copies and microfilms of a large number of population censuses and
individual documents obtained from the research of dozens of
Macedonian orientalists and historians in the Ottoman Archives in
Istanbul, the General Directorate of Land Registry in Ankara as well as
in some other institutions in Republic of Turkey. The number of these
films and copies is over 30,000.

2 The Ottoman Archives of Istanbul published a special catalog in which all the collections of
the original Ottoman documents kept in the State Archives of the Republic of North
Macedonia are presented in detail. (Makedonya’daki osmanl evraki, T.C. Bagkanlik Devlet
Arsivleri Genel Madarlaga. Osmanl arsivi Daire Bakanligi, Yayin Nu: 29, Ankara 1996).

15



The second-largest original collection of Ottoman documents in
the Republic of North Macedonia is located in the city of Ohrid. This
collection is kept in 11 boxes in the Archive Department in Ohrid and
it, unfortunately, remains unexplored and unclassified. It is estimated
that this collection consists of 15,000 documents, but also 2,000 books,
of which 350-400 are manuscripts. Of course, in addition to these coll-
ections in state institutions, there are certainly many private colle-
ctions of Ottoman documents, especially among members of the Tur-
kish community in the Republic of North Macedonia.

In addition to the aforementioned collections of Ottoman
documents, in North Macedonia, there is a large and rich collection of
oriental books and manuscripts written in Arabic, Ottoman Turkish
and Persian. This collection is located in the National and University
Library "St. Kliment Ohridski" in Skopje. The collection of Arabic
manuscripts consists of 2,586 books and fragments, the Ottoman-Tur-
kish manuscripts consist of 1,050 books, and the Persian collection
consists of 107 manuscripts.

The above-mentioned archives and collections incite the inte-
rests of the Macedonian and Balkan historiography because the Otto-
man state had an extraordinary influence on the development of the
entire Balkan area. Even today, without any dilemma, it is possible to
attribute some of the current processes on Macedonian territory to the
Ottoman political, demographic and cultural heritage. Therefore, the
understanding of the Balkan and Macedonian present is inevitably
linked to the Ottoman past.

The translation and study of Ottoman documents in the Repu-
blic of Macedonia began with the establishment of the Department for
the Study of the Ottoman-Turkish Period within the Institute of
National History in 1948. To talk about the translations of Ottoman
documents generally means to talk about the activities of this dep-
artment, which today is the only specialized department in today's
North Macedonia dealing with the translation of Ottoman documents
into Macedonian and their study.
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The first translations from Ottoman Turkish into Macedonian
were published in 1951 entitled 7urkish Documents on Macedonian
History (Typckn pmoxymeHTH 32 mcropujata Ha Maxkenonuja, 1951).
Until 1958, from this edition, whose authors were Panta Dzambaz-
ovski and Arif Starova, four more volumes came out. The mentioned
five volumes contain translations of selected documents from the
Bitola Court Registers that cover the period between 1800 and 1858.
At the time of publication of these five volumes, in 1955, Dusanka
Sopova published a work containing translations of dozens of original
Ottoman documents about Macedonia brought from the Ottoman
Archives in Istanbul (Illomosa, 1955). Later, the translators Metodija
Sokolovski, Fetah Isak, Van¢o Boskov, Arif Starova and Kemal Aruci
participated in the translation work for publishing other parts of the
mentioned Bitola Court Protocols (Typcku moxymeHnTH 3a HcTOpHjaTa
Ha MaKeJOHCKUOT Hapoz, 1963).

Even though the translations of Ottoman documents in Rep-
ublic of Macedonia began with the Bitola Court Registers, the largest
and most important place among the translation studies of the Mace-
donian Orientalists is occupied by the Cadastral Census Records (7apu
tahrir defterleri). These censuses, which geographically cover the
whole territory of Macedonia, were brought to the Macedonian State
Archives in the form of microfilms or xerox copy during research
conducted in the 1960s at the General Directorate of Land Registry in
Ankara (7apu ve Kadastro Genel Miidiirliigii ). The translations of the
mentioned censuses are an extremely rich and reliable source of inf-
ormation for research on the demographic and economic history of the
Ottoman state in general and the settlements and regions to which
they refer in particular. The publication of these translations in Rep-
ublic of Macedonia started in 1971(Typcku moxyMeHTH 32 ucTOpHjaTa
Ha MakeJOHCKHOT Hapogz, 1971). Until 2008, they were published in 11
books in 20 volumes covering the entire geographic territory of Mace-
donia in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The main translators of
these defters are Aleksandar Stojanovski and Metodija Sokolovski.
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From the nineties of the last century, the State Archive of the
Republic of Macedonia began publishing a new edition of translations
of Ottoman censuses from the nineteenth century (Typcku goxymeHnTn
3a ucropujata Ha Maxkezonuja, 1995). Within this edition, population
censuses of different characters are translated (reviewing migrations,
the number of active taxpayers, the property of the population, etc.).
Between 1995 and 2020, 18 volumes of these notebooks were publis-
hed, which provide excellent information on the demographic and
social situation of the population in all major cities in Macedonia, such
as Skopije, Bitola, gtip, Prilep, and Ohrid. The main translator and edit-
or of these censuses is Dragi Gorgiev.

At the end of the review of these translation activities of the
Macedonian Orientalists, it should be mentioned that there are several
individual publications composed of translations of Ottoman docu-
ments belonging to the last years of Ottoman rule in Macedonia. These
documents are related to events such as the addressing of the Mac-
edonian question in the Ottoman Parliament (1909) (MakeznoxckoTO
npamrasse, 2009); the abduction of the American missionary Miss Stone
(1901/02) (Typcku moxymenTu 3a adepara Muc Cron, 2008), the Ilin-
den Uprising (1903), the amnesty of political prisoners granted by the
Ottoman sultan in 1904 after the Ilinden Uprising (AmHecTupanu
nnungenny, 2003); the armed conflicts on the territory of Macedonia
(1903-1908) (Typcku moxymeHTH 3a opyxeHute 60p6u, 2007), the Jews
in the Ottoman censuses (EBpeure Bo ocmannuckure momwcu, 2014),
memoirs of some revolutionaries from the period of the Young Turk
Revolution (Axwern Hwujasu Pecmenu-Ger, Cnomenute, 2010; Iem-
cyzun Cenanuxiu, Makemonwuja, 2001; Mexmen Tesduxk, Hcropuja Ha
Buronckuot Bwraer og Mexmen Tesduxk, 2016), etc. These translations
were also made by Dragi Gorgiev and most of them were published by
the Macedonian State Archives.

The aforementioned translations of Ottoman documents contain
more than 10,000 pages. This enormous corpus of translated docume-
nts, which quantitatively and qualitatively surpasses the corpus of
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translations of all other archival documents from the Middle Ages to
modern times relating to the history of Macedonia, has become an
inevitable and basic source of information for research and evaluation
of the Ottoman period in Macedonian history. Therefore, not only
Macedonian historians, but anyone who wishes to write about Otto-
man Macedonia, can not ignore this source of information.

If we wish to talk about a certain shortcoming of these transl-
ations from a historical point of view, then one of their main draw-
backs is that they do not cover the entire Ottoman period equally.
Most of these translations focus on the fifteenth and sixteenth cent-
uries, and a smaller number on the seventeenth and nineteenth cent-
uries. Most of the seventeenth century and almost the entire eigh-
teenth century remain uncovered. This is also felt in historiography,
where the eighteenth century is the most obscure and least researched.
Nevertheless, these translated Ottoman documents, manuscripts and
books are an inseparable and integral part of every serious historical
study of Ottoman Macedonia and the Balkan Peninsula. Due to these
materials, many studies and papers have been published regarding the
economic and urban development of the cities in Macedonia, the
structure of the Ottoman feudal system, the various social and semi-
military organizations composed of privileged classes of Ottoman sub-
jects, then the process of Islamization, the forms of agricultural rel-
ations, the tax system, the bandit movements, wagf institutions, mig-
rations, guilds and traders, etc. In this way, the Ottoman perception of
the common Ottoman past of the Balkan peoples is included in the
historiographical works on Macedonia’s past starting from the end of
the fifteenth century until the beginning of the twentieth century.
This is very important because it is the Ottoman perception that is
very little present in the Balkan historical literature when writing
about the relevant period, although the Ottoman state was the main
"opposing” side in the struggle of the Balkan peoples for liberation and
formation of their states.
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The works of Macedonian historiography in the field of Otto-
man science can be evaluated positively due to at least two important
facts.

The first is the fact that although the number of experts in the
field of Ottoman studies in Macedonian historiography has always
been very small, the results are still very solid. Even today, there are
only three doctors of science who translate Ottoman documents and
based on them they conduct serious research related to the Ottoman
period. This is because mastering the Ottoman Turkish language is an
extremely difficult, complex and time-consuming process, which
requires knowledge of three languages: Turkish, Arabic and Persian.
The Ottoman Turkish language is a hybrid language composed of the
mentioned three languages and it retained this characteristic almost
until the end of the existence of the Ottoman state. It should be borne
in mind that at different times in its long existence, one or another of
the three languages dominated. Thus, in the eighteenth century, when
the complexity of Ottoman Turkish reached its climax, almost 70% of
the vocabulary used in the administration belonged to Arabic and
Persian, and the grammars of these two languages succeeded in pene-
trating the semantics of Turkish. As a result, this artificial language
was almost incomprehensible to the ordinary Turkish population. In
the nineteenth century, when this language began to be gradually
"Turkified", i.e. purified from Arabic and Persian vocabulary, it began
to get closer to the modern Turkish language. Therefore, translating
and working with Ottoman documents from the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries required a greater knowledge of Arabic and
Persian, while documents from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
required a thorough knowledge of Turkish, again with a solid mastery
of Arabic and Persian vocabulary.

Also, in certain segments of social life, some of these languages
were preferred. Thus, in the religious and scientific texts in the class-
ical Ottoman period, the Arabic language was preferred, while in the
field of literature, the Persian language dominated. Therefore, the cre-
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ation of experts and translators who will be able to translate Ottoman
documents from different periods and different segments and spheres
of social life in the Ottoman state is an extremely complex and long
process. It should be taken into account that to translate these docum-
ents, besides the knowledge of the Ottoman Turkish language, it is
necessary to know the historical context, as well as the appropriate
historical terminology. It is a condition without which the meaning of
the Ottoman archival documentation, as well as of the literature and
manuscripts created in the respective period, cannot be well portrayed,
and its literal translation is of no value.

The second reason why the number of Macedonian Ottomanists
and translators is very small is the fact that in Macedonian historio-
graphy, the Ottoman period is "secondary" in its importance compared
to the "national periods", which have always been more attractive and
important for the state, nation and identity. The Ottoman period has
always been neglected and treated as a dark period of "slavery" where
"the nation did not exist". But, on the other hand, this "neglect" ena-
bled the segment of Ottoman science to be part of the Macedonian
historiography which is based and built on a large corpus of credible
and original documents and arguments. At the same time, it was least
exposed to the influence of communist ideology. Although attempts
were made for ideological influence and although these attempts are
felt in some studies relating to the Ottoman period, it was still imp-
ossible to implement and maintain such "ideologisation” due to, above
all, the content and character of the Ottoman documents. And this is
the second fact why the works of Macedonian historiography in the
field of Ottoman science can be evaluated positively. However, it must
be noted that the publication of translations of Ottoman documents in
the Republic of North Macedonia continues, although it is becoming
less frequent. This tendency, of course, is because translators and
scholars who know the Ottoman Turkish language are decreasing,
which limits the use of these documents by other researchers. Such a
trend, especially the absence of translations of Ottoman documents,
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will of course be detrimental not only to Macedonian historiography,
but also to all other Balkan historiographies.
Conclusion

Ottoman documents do not have the ethnic or geographical
boundaries of today's modern states, but refer to a large and unique
imperial space in which unique laws and unique social realities app-
lied. Hence, it is impossible for the importance of the Ottoman docu-
ments referring to Macedonia to be limited only to its territory. The
translated Ottoman censuses and documents for the Macedonian reg-
ion are equally important for the regions of Bulgaria, Greece, Albania,
Serbia because they are the result of a single system of joint power and
administration within a common state.

The comparative analysis of these sources of information shows
that some Ottoman sources are as important for Macedonia as for Ana-
tolia, and through them, it is possible to monitor and compare certain
processes in Macedonia, Anatolia and Bosnia. This "unlimitedness" of
the Ottoman documents, together with their "impartiality", constitute
their most important quality. No matter how limited we are within the
borders of our modern states, Ottoman documents go far beyond those
borders and provide information on much wider territories and much
more complex processes. Therefore, their presentation to the scientific
community in a "living" language is one of the basic conditions for stu-
dying the past during the Ottoman domination.
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Abstract

The historical work of the 17th-century Iranian historian Fazli
Beg Khuzani Esfahani, "Afzal al-Tawarikh" (The Beautiful History),
focuses on the reign of Shah Abbas I (1587-1629). This text represents
the third part of Fazli’s long-lost chronicle, which was later published
in an academic edition in 2015. The "Afzal al-Tawarikh" provides a
detailed account of 17th-century Iran-Georgia relations, offering
significant insights into this complex dynamic. As an important source,
"Afzal al-Tawarikh" contributes not only to the study of the Safavid

"2 The research is supported by Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia
(SRNSFG) [YS-22-209] "Fazli Beg Khuzani Isfahani’s "A chronicle of the reign of Shah
Abbas" — a new source for studying the history of Georgia and Georgian-Iranian relations in
the first half of the 17th century".
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era in Iran (1501-1722) but also to the broader historical understan-
ding of Georgia and the Caucasus region. He appears as the author of
many unknown and noteworthy information about Georgians. The
above-mentioned work depicts certain vicissitudes of the history of
Georgia in the XVI-XVII centuries in a completely new way.

Fazli Beg Khuzani Esfahani, the author of the chronicles of Shah
Abbas, served as vizier to Peikar Khan, the ruler of Kakheti, during the
Qizilbash period (1616-1625). As an eyewitness to many significant
events involving Safavid Iran and Georgia, his firsthand accounts
provide invaluable insight into the political, social, and military int-
eractions of that era.

This article examines previously unknown episodes in the
history of Georgia: Interactions between Shah Abbas I and Prince Isa
Khan Mirza (grandson of Aleksandre of Kakheti (1574-1605 and the
son of Giorgi)) who was a converted Muslim brought up in Iran.

Keywords: Isa Khan; Shah Abbas; Fazli Beg Khuzani Isfahani; Iran-
Georgian relations.

Introduction

The Transcaucasian region served as the primary battleground
for the prolonged conflict between Iran and the Ottoman Empire,
which had been ongoing since the early 16th century. The specific
phase of hostilities commencing in 1603 and concluding in 1639 was
marked by Shah Abbas’s strategic objective to reclaim territories ceded
in the 1590 treaty of piece and to drive Ottoman forces out of Eastern
Transcaucasia.

In the political agenda of Safavid Iran, particularly under the
reign of Shah Abbas I (1587-1629), the matter of Eastern Georgia held
significant strategic importance. At the edge of the 16th and the 17th
century, Shah Abbas encountered a new and formidable rival in Geo-
rgia-namely, Russia, which had already extended a protective hand
over Kakheti (Jamburia, 1973: 246).
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Georgian nobility looked to Russia for assistance in resisting
incursions by Iran and the Ottoman Empire. Consequently, Iran
sought not only to counter the Ottoman presence but also to check
Russian influence in the region. Thus, the resolution of the "Gurjistan
issue"-namely, the complete conquest of Eastern Georgia-emerged as a
primary objective for Shah Abbas in the newly initiated conflict
(Berdzenishvili, 1967: 111-113).

This period represents one of the most challenging phases in
Georgian history from political, economic, and social perspectives.
Georgia was divided into separate kingdoms and principalities, Kings
and nobles were constantly fighting each other. During this period, the
political relations between Iran and Georgia have been documented
and analyzed both in Georgian and Iranian, as well as other foreign
sources (campaigns of Shah Abbas in Eastern Georgia, relations with
Georgian kings, forcible emigration of Georgians to Iran, etc).

This Historical source is Fazli Beg Khuzani Isfahani’s Afzal al
Tavarikh (A Beautiful History) about the reign of Shah ‘Abbas (1587-
1629) — the third part of Fazli’s chronicle, considered as lost for a prol-
onged period.]™3

Afzal-al Tavarikh is an important source for studying not only
the period of Safavid Iran (1501-1722) but also studying the history of
Georgia and Caucasus, in general. The above-mentioned chronicle
depicts certain vicissitudes of the history of the 16™- 17% centuries’
Georgia in a completely new way. The chronicle introduces hitherto
unknown facts for the history of Georgia. It also includes passages
which informatively fill in already well-known events and presents
them with different angle (Lekveishvili, 2022:103).

We have already had the opportunity to present to the scientific
community certain episodes of this work and their analysis. In "Afzal

1> The souce was found in Cambridge, at the Christ’s colege library by British Iranologist
Prof. Charles Melville, at the end of the 20" century. An academic text of the work was
published in 2015- "A chronicle of the reign of Shah Abbas"; Fazli Beg Khuzani Isfahani,
Edited by Kioumars Ghereghlou. With an introduction by Kioumars Ghereghlou and Charles
Melville. Gibb Memorial Trust, 2015.
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al Tavarikh" the important political role of the representatives of the
Georgian royal families both in Georgia and at the court of the Safavids
is clearly defined.!*

This article examines previously unknown episodes in the hist-
ory of Georgia: Interactions between Shah Abbas I and Prince Isa
Khan Mirza (grandson of Aleksandre of Kakheti (1574-1605) and the
son of Giorgi) who was a converted Muslim brought up in Iran.
Method

This article employs the comparative method of historical rese-
arch, which involves identifying cause-and-effect relationships, prese-
nting and analysing key features of historical processes, and comparing
data from primary and secondary sources to formulate comprehensive
conclusions.

Discussion

It is known from the history of Georgia that in 1606, Shah Tei-
muraz I (King of Kakheti-1606-1648; King of Kartli-Kakheti-1625-
1632) was approved as the king of Kakheti, while Luarsab II (reigned
1606-1615) was confirmed as king in Kartli. Despite the establishment
of Christian monarchs in Kartli-Kakheti and the expulsion of Ottoman
forces from the fortresses of Kartli, both Kartli and Kakheti continued
to function as vassal states under Iranian suzerainty. "The Shah rem-
ained dissatisfied with the vassal stance of the kingdoms of Kartli-
Kakheti, viewing their "loyalty" with considerable scepticism, partic-
ularly in the case of Teimuraz" (Jamburia, 1973: 262).

Teimuraz repeatedly demonstrated distrust and "disobedience"
toward Shah Abbas, signalling a rejection of vassal allegiance to the
Shah of Iran. For instance, Iskander Munshi recounts that Teimuraz
and Luarsab, who were expected to accompany Shah Abbas to Maz-
andaran for a hunting expedition, failed to appear as instructed. "Each

' Lekveishvili, T. "Information in the Fazli Beg Khuzani’s work about Georgia during the
Rule of Shah Abbas I"; New materials about Georgia in the archives and libraries of Iran. Ilia
state university, 2022, 102-115.
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of them deferred their departure, attributing it to the other's delay,
thereby postponing their attendance for a later time" (Puturidze, 1969:
80).

In 1613, Shah-Abbas moved towards Georgia, and in the spring
of 1614, he invaded Kakheti. Teimuraz was compelled to send his
mother, Queen Ketevan, along with his children, as hostages to the
Shah. This was followed by a skirmish near Jalet, in which the Geor-
gian forces ultimately retreated. Even Kartli was unable to mount a
successful resistance, compelling Teimuraz and Luarsab to seek refuge
(Jamburia, 1973:264-265).

During this period, Shah Abbas appointed Isa (Isa-Khan), a nob-
leman who had been raised in Iran and converted to Islam, as the ruler
of Kakheti. "And Shah Abbas gave Kakheti to Nodar Jorjadze and Davit
Aslanishvili. Kartli was without a ruler" (Kaukhchishvili, 1959: 400).
"Kakheti was given to the grandson of Aleksandre, lase, and Davit
Aslanishvili was appointed as a Vakil";’® "The Kakhetians also brought
Teimuraz, and Isa khan was kicked out" (Kakabadze, 1925:23).

Malik Shah-Husein Sistin writes briefly on the same issue: "Ale-
xander's grandson, Teimurazi's cousin, was appointed as the ruler of
Kakheti, which was followed by an indescribable celebration" (Cmup-
moBa, 2000: 393). In his work, Seyyed Ahmad Husain Khalifa briefly
refers to the transfer of rule over Kakheti to Isa Khan, with Davud
(Davit Aslanishvili) serving as his Vakil (Ahmadi, Fesharaki, 2021:
516).

In contrast to the previously mentioned sources, Iskander Beg
Munshi provides a detailed account of Isa Khan's ascension to the
throne of Kakheti in his work "Tarikh-e Alam-Ara-ye Abbasi", which
is regarded as the most comprehensive chronicle of Iran-Georgia
relations during this period. It is noteworthy, however, that Fazli Beg
Khuzani Isfahani's "Afzal al-Tavarikh" proves to be equally extensive,

15 A responsible high official, trusted by the king.
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if not more so, in documenting Iran-Georgia relations of the same
period.!®

"Following the retreat of the unfortunate Teimuraz to Bashi-
Achuk (Imereti), the Ruler of the Universe granted the governance
and dominion of Georgia to Isa-Khan Mirza, son of Giorgi-Mirza,
grandson of Alexander, and cousin to Teimuraz. As a child, Isa Khan
was brought to the court of the esteemed Shah, where he was raised
under the Shah's guidance and converted to Islam. Daud-Beg,!” a Geo-
rgian nobleman, was appointed as Isa Khan's Vakil. In accordance with
Georgian custom and protocol, Isa Khan was installed on the throne as
ruler of the kingdom, with ceremonial gold coins scattered over his
head. By his Majesty’s directive, Kizilbash dignitaries, along with Geo-
rgian nobles, showered Isa Khan with gold and silver coins, using gol-
den cups in this ceremonial act. Georgian dignitaries, except those
loyal to Teimuraz, gathered with Isa-Khan and pledged their alleg-
iance to him" - writes Munshi (Puturidze, 1969: 84-85).

Further insights into Isa Khan's appointment to Kakheti are
provided in the writings of Fazli Beg Khuzani: "Following the decree,
the Georgian kings seated Isa Mirza upon the royal carpet and sca-
ttered gold over his head. His Majesty took the Georgian custom into
account, whereby their kings are seated upon the carpet of the House
of David, and all nobles and dignitaries present bestow gold upon the
newly anointed king. Following this, they partake in a ceremonial cup
of wine, offered from the king’s hand. Using this same cup, they
pledged their loyalty to the ruler; accordingly, Georgian nobles, both
Muslim and non-Muslim, swore allegiance to Isa Khan" (Fazli Khuzani
Isfahani, 2015:646).

In contrast to Munshi, Fazli provides a detailed account of this
feast: "A grand celebration took place on that day. Isa Khan was seated
upon the throne of his ancestors. His Majesty ordered the preparation

' See: Lekveishvili, T. Fazli Beg Khuzani ... 2022, 102-1155.
17 Same Davit Jandieri, Aslanishvili.
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of a tent made of white felt, measuring 35 zerai'® in length and 24 zerai
in width, intricately embroidered with gold thread and woven in
Kerman. One carpet and a felt cloak, along with these items, were the
exquisite handiwork of Kerman artisans, specifically the carpet weaver
Mirza Ali and the master of felt crafting, Mohammad Hossein. The
tent poles were crafted from Ebony (ebenus) wood, while the gold
chains were designed in such a manner as to allow for easy disassembly
and reassembly during transport. Twelve pairs of doors and windows
were placed in the tent so that it opened on all sides, and together with
the rest of the tents for him [his Majesty] gifted to Isa Khan, ordered it
to be pitched on the royal side. Isa Khan proceeded from His Majesty's
presence to the tent of victory. The Kizilbash sultans and the victo-
rious army extended their congratulations to him. His Majesty granted
1,000 tomans to Kakheti. Additionally, Equerry Mahdi Quli Beg pres-
ented Isa Khan an Iraqi horse with adorned bridle and saddle. The afo-
rementioned Khan bid farewell to his companions for three days. He
issued decrees for Kakheti, appointing Daud Beg (the same Davit
Aslanishvili mentioned earlier) as Isa Khan's Vakil, and the latter was
granted mercy (Fazli Khuzani Isfahani, 2015:646-47).

In addition to providing details not found in any other sources,
with exacting specifics such as the expressions of respect, the exchange
of gifts, and the acknowledgment of more than mere formalities and
traditions, this passage also reflects the nuanced relationship between
Shah Abbas and Isa Khan. Here, the attitude of the Safavid dynasty
toward Davit Jandieri, as well as the "orbit of the Georgian dignitaries,"
becomes clearly evident.

It is noteworthy that, according to Fazli's chronicle, the Shah
instructs the Khan to punish the corrupt nobles of Kakheti (Fazli Khu-
zani Isfahani, 2015: 647). In our view, this can be explained by Isa
Khan's desire to gain the favor of the local population, as previously
discussed. Iskander Munshi writes that the fear and vigilance of the
ruler safeguarded the property of the Georgians, stating that "not a

'8 Unit of length which equals to 104 cm. This unit was mostly used by cloth merchants.
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single man could take even a piece of boxwood from a peasant. And
when "a few foolish and ill-fated men" began looting the empty houses
of Georgians, they have punished them, and "they cut their bellies"
(Puturidze, 1969: 85).

We find similar information in "Futuhat-e Gitisetan" (Ahmadi,
Fesharaki, 2021: 516), yet, unlike Fazli Khuzani, other historians do
not mention such a specific task, namely that Isa Khan took measures
to correct the corrupt nobles of Kakheti. According to Munshi, there
was a group in Kakheti that had not submitted to Isa Khan until
recently (Puturidze, 1969: 86). Additionally, the nobles of Ertso and
Tianeti "showed stubbornness, did not come to Isa-Khan, and did not
submit to the army of Islam," which led the Shah to issue an order for
their dispersal (Puturidze, 1969: 87-88). According to Munshi, Isa
Khan, having been "ennobled by [accepting] Islam," displayed little
respect for the Christian cross and the clergy. Georgians were upset
with him because of is conversion. Isa Khan, fearing that he might be
killed in the absence of Shah Abbas' forces, fled the governorship and
sought refuge in Ardebil. Subsequently, Isa Khan sought forgiveness
from Shah Abbas, who moved by compassion, granted him mercy and
received him with favor in the most esteemed inner circle (Puturidze,
1969:92).

Fazli Khuzani provides a comprehensive account of the disobe-
dience of the Kakhetians to Isa Khan. Similar to Munshi, Fazli notes
that the Kakhetians resisted being governed by a Muslim ruler, as they
believed it was contrary to their customs. Consequently, they were
unwilling to submit to Isa Khan, whose Muslim identity conflicted
with their traditional practices. It is worth noting that Fazli emp-
hasizes that on this matter, letters of complaint against Isa Khan and
his sultans were received daily (Fazli Khuzani Isfahani, 2015: 649).

According to this information, in addition to the unacceptability
of a traditionally Muslim ruler, which, as we have already mentioned
above, is also emphasized with Munshi, and we often encounter such
examples in Iranian and non-Iranian sources, we are also dealing with
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other factors limiting local approach: The population of Kakheti app-
ears to have expressed grievances regarding specific actions of Isa Khan
and his close associates.

Our assumption is can be further supported by the information
provided by Fazli Khuzani: "His Majesty knew that if the Qizilbash
obeyed Isa Khan, then the population would also obey the latter The-
refore, it was essential for them to maintain confidence in all matters,
ensuring that "God would not be angered", and that, like his uncle
Constantine Khan, Isa Khan's actions would not lead to disorder and
upheaval (Fazli Khuzani Isfahani, 2015:649). Konstantin Khan, acc-
ording to Fazli's writings, really tried to harass the population. 1° Fazli
notes that Isa Khan preferred not to have the Qizilbash intervene in
the matter, asserting that he would personally bring his people into
submission through kind and conciliatory treatment. Despite the
disobedience of the local population, Isa Khan exhibited patience and
caution, demonstrating a willingness to take all necessary actions for
the welfare of the country (Fazli Khuzani Isfahani, 2015:649).

This passage reflects a recognition of Isa Khan's mistakes. In the
subsequent chapter of "Afzal al-Tawarikh", we observe a continued
emphasis on Isa Khan's mistakes, coupled with a certain degree of tole-
rance extended to him by the Shah. They rebelled against Isa Khan
and hid in the forests. And since the latter could not cope with them,
he was forced to go to Ganja to kiss the threshold of the magnificent
palace, and there he found refuge. Although His Majesty ordered him
to return to his domain, he replied: "If you order and make Kizilbash
follow me, then retaining control over this domain may still be pos-
sible. Otherwise, I shall remain here, devoted to your service (Fazli
Khuzani Isfahani, 2015: 659). Notably, when Isa Khan killed several
noble relatives, the Shah disapproved of his actions; however, he
refrained from openly expressing his anger (Fazli Khuzani Isfahani,
2015: 659). Iskander Munshi records that the Shah refrained from
appointing a fully legitimate ruler in Kakheti, stating that if Teimuraz

' See: Lekveishvili, T. Fazli Beg Khuzani... 2022. 109.
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"cleanses the stain of his transgressions with the pure waters of loyal
and devoted service," he would be reinstated as ruler of Kakheti (Put-
uridze, 1969: 92). Fazli Khuzani Isfahani highlights that "although the
Kakhetian people were left without a ruler, His Majesty refrained from
appointing a dignitary from the Qijzilbash" (Fazli Khuzani Isfahani,
2015: 659).

Conclusion

In conclusion, it can be stated that Fazli Beg Khuzani’s "Afzal al-
Tavarikh", which provides considerably more detailed information on
the relationship between Isa Khan and Shah Abbas than other con-
temporary sources, emphasizes the following factors:

* Elements of the policy carried out by Isa Khan in Kakheti (be it
wrong steps or an attempt to correct them);

* close relationship between Shah Abbas and Isa Khan;

* The Shah's kindness towards the Georgian prince and in cer-
tain cases (beyond political calculations) taking tolerant steps towards
Isa Khan.

All of the above probably fits well within the framework of
Shah Abbas's policy towards Eastern Georgia - strengthening Iran's
position in the region through loyal representatives of the local feudal
elite.
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Bgwo semo bmsgo. sl 096 sbems dMLeodo WEHMEgowgdols
X3MBO B3¢ 396900b, MMIgerms 3053500 089ASEMMIds 0g™m
56dool sdmM339wo dmgddggdgdo s 1877-1878 Hangdol Grmligo-
mbdogmol Mol 9909390 J0MgdMEo ©bs395MRJd0, Mrmdgedos
boEobds 5035000 II ©ss@bsdsms s 5300 FbsMO YFoGs
0m6o V-0l sdMbgdsl. dombgsgs 0dols, MM 53 053~
Lbdol oBsbo 0ym 8@ V-0l 250m530LwR3egds s dolo Gob@by
Q0MHBYdY, 1oddg TBMWMP JM® L5300 BOSLIMMO ELEVIES.
30 1530 s Jobo MMIMEESsMIEY 308 35M0 Mgl Lsod-
39M9GMOM  }oMgdds, bmrm 250sMBIbowgdo ©935BH0IMIL o
290LsToMmgls (Caglar, B. 2021: 136).

9l gbmdowo 0b3owgbEHo oLEGHMM0sdo V93005, MMAMEO;
»BOM55B0L MB35, 00bMgdob 8530m Jgdogr 0bscrols ;mgdoom,
9l dm3ze9bs FoMImoagbs sdME3580OL 93EMIMIEH0IEo 00-
3M™M39wmdoL LYol PodEGHoWL. 58 0630IBEHTS oMTEHIHbO Br-
0 89oLMMEs 5dE3sdo II-0l 306HM3bgdolm3oL. 30l 890gy
bemobo aobs dg@o© 9330960 s dombomdgwo, 356 g3g0
d9039bs Bomdog, 30Ls3 05650009 9bEMBMS.  FoIGHMOsYdOL
03009 ™dol 8999, 90Y3sdods olbobo, 3obBga 9330 9396-
90M@9, ©s603bs FmMmgMeo 3MM306(30900L 41dgMHbsGMMIdI© ©o
5023505 2o5M0@s 0839MH00L ©JEIJoesdls. 0 BoyMEYdL dmeMol

0ym bgbs@ol ™s30xMIsMg Jmbmd Lso ©sds, HMIgeog X9
963500l 30gMbs@mMo ©s0bodbs, 90y 30, Isb 8999, o3
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056 3bBHO  3993OMAJLBS, dOLOL  MBYMBIGMMI©  ©IBoTbL;
369dogM-0obolE®mo 99399 Logog 3585, s0bodbs sMJodgusyol
30¢50900b 299090bsGHMMow; 393090 9Jog3 8o, MO OO-
60dbs 3mbool mdgMbo@MMma; 0bawroligaro bsow §Bsds, s0boTdbs
3635600l mdgMbo@MGs; s 993090 boxgoD §sds, Jmaz5M0 0350
(Basimacibeyn), ®mdgwoi ©s0b0dbs dgmmbyg s®dool dsmers.
0230569000, 950 8930 KJogEob §sds, d193g FOIMZ-
obRBEgLl MOMGBIBOL FoMTol 3mbEHOD (sOGEHOWIMHOOL 3MM3ML0)
5 1879 farol 056356030, LogsMosom, ©s0603bs FHMo3dmenols
(@0d05) 32909MbsEHMmGMs (Inal, Son Sadrazamlar, II, 1002: 772-773).
MmamO3 BobL, 53 Imgzwgbsd oo gogzegbs 0dmbos Lbrmemsbby,
0oL 99900939053 3093 OELIBL AMHAGEIdIMPS L dBOL QoG-
990330 ,30(8965“ LogFzm BogMMmYOOLAE, IHYgdMEo 3oMmoo
9339090096, TMHZ3MIOMEI0 MOFOMNO R IMOLIS3JO00.

333365

30335000l 335OmM3gemdol 30039 M6 Hgwdo Lbgs-
Qslbgs LogMHMHTMMOLM BmMm3zEgbgdds bgwo Tgfigm mbdsermols
08396000L 3056390 grodol 2sb3sl, MM 0d39Mos sdwols
30605L 00gs. HYlgm-bdoegmols m3ds 93BG, MM MUTogn-
900l 00396058, OHMAMOE 3MWOG03MNO GO, 56 gosBboo
LomEbEolvbsMsbmds. dMEIRsMHEgdol, Lbmdbgdols s dgMd-
6900l Lg3sGmaBobEWEds Logdosbmdsd, obgzg GMmym®E, dMLerod-
MO0 XPMIBIO0L, OHMaMOoE 093690  sedsbgwgdo, 9MdYdO o
JM6H0gd0, LogOmbgl ©99dbobyb 033gMHo0l LEdOEOHMdL (Ga-
bor Agoston and Bruce Masters, 2009: 7).

239605 58obs, B 39M0MEO bobosmgds 3Mdo30 sMOBES-
00EIOMO0mM, M3 250mf 3o oym 36090096 doboliBGmols s
©OEO 39H0M0OL 3mLGHJOOL A9IERJO0m. 50 Yym39w039d ©IL-
50590 dobzs 999amd 3gMHomedo 99ddboen gomM3303¢MmdYBLS
0d0dg 30G039IO 300MGdL. 0bdsoer 3500 IB0ATGBOL 36m-
dom, 1871 ferosh 1882 fiersdg mbdsergmol 08396053 23 oo
39060 89033359, M3 MY HMmIM© 0O GHoEbzos 10 Harols 496dsg3-
d50o (Danismend. I, 1971: 85).
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001959005350 000Ls, OHMI SdE3580EOL MJ0T0 ASTMOM-
Bomgs oo 93@GMMOGMMYO 3ME0E030Ms s Imddggdgdom,
bEonsbo sbg3g b YfigmdEs 0B6BOELAONIGUOIL ©s 3NWH-
M InEgmboBsEgosl. $0ME3s3ool ddsMM39wMdOL MM
mbIosgmols 30MM®IOMSG0sd 9g0dobs GoomboeMo s 0bLEOEG-
1300 BobslosmgdEgdo, ooz LoxsMm Lsdbobm®mdo ©sdzgds
5 Hobsr®gds mdogdBHMMmo 3H0GEHIM0wYIgd0m bgdms. S0©-
Men3s800ds dgddbs LodmoagMHmdm 13megdo d0FJools s MM~
Bgo0oLmzol gl 0339MH0sdo. 4obsbmMzogws M30boabols d89bg-
0MdS MEBMYYOHO 3930300l FbsMsF Mom. sofiym Imegmmo
36MHm30630930L 0535380090  ©JPIJOEsJMIB @S AVBIGMIIMIS
A9IAOHxB0L HsBYd0, Homs glodergdgero ymaowroym sdobold-
5300 IJNZOYMMHYMDS 5¢mdsbgmosb 09dgbsdg. dolo 9ds-
039 MdOL MM 2bbMmM309@s LsbvdsMmEm LolGgdol Mge3-
m®3s. 3939 9609369 M3bs© JoBIMMNMZ©s OEHIMIGHMMOL bgen-

90L5H3MIMBs. LW IMO OEIMOGVIM0ID 453900 sbogro
056056900. 290BsMs Hoybgdol dgFgzs, MbdsE®ds 3mgHosd

5 3MHmbod 9godobs 534399bomGo 0boz0sEwolGHMo ™m30-
1909d0. 50 (33¢P0GdJOTS OO 253 gbs FMIBEOBs b SBOMY-
0%Bg, ©5053 3990305 LYW IHO MMOY6EIG00L MomdOL 5Bgbs,
MMIgeoE ©930594MBowM 0gm 93GMIMOGH00m ©s 30bLEGHOG(306
9bs®Josl 0mbMzs. bsEYsBMHe MMMJgdOL Mm3mboEos, Lfm-
09, 59 M5Md0ED IMEOMEs. DY 3sdoEoll dogH dmpgMbo-
DoEooll 9(30090™09gd3ds LodMmEMmmE hoYs®ms Loxgrydzgewo mabsd-

9MM3g MM Igob.
30809969 o wodgaGHs:
156030d9. 4, sEslobos. @, agmgsbo. b., (2011). sbre sedeabszerg-
ool obm&os s dobo G096 8980 bsdb&gor 353350-

05b0sb (XIX b.-XXI b.-ob osbspygolbo), ogoosl bsbgewdfogm
“160396LOGYGH0, MdOEOLO.
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Abstract

The paper discusses the first two years of the reign of the 34th
Sultan of the Ottoman Empire, Abdulhamid II, which is known as the
“First Constitution Era”. With the overthrow of Sultan Murad V and
the ascension of his brother, the Ottoman Empire entered an era of
Absolutism that brought a new reality to both the great powers of
Europe and the weakened Ottoman Empire.

The article discusses the key events of 1876-1878 based on
foreign literature, such as the Sultan Abdiilhamid's II ascension to the
throne, the struggle against the European states, the Istanbul Confe-
rence, the adoption of the Constitution, the formation and dismissal of
the Parliament, the Russo-Ottoman War of 1877-1878, the Treaty of
San Stefano, the Congress of Berlin and the Chirac Incident. With all
of this in mind, we've tried to get through the first two years of the
Ottoman Empire's autocratic rule, which had a great impact not only
on the politics of the great powers of Europe, but also on Georgia.
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Introduction

The second half of the 19th century is characterized by difficult
internal socio-political situation and external problems for the
Ottoman Empire. The reforms of The Tanzimat, which begun in 1839,
did not achieve the desired result and provoked opposition from large
numbers of the population. The reforms were especially facilitated by
the sultan's authority and the conservative part of the Muslim clergy.
Added to this were the usurpation of the royal court, the old,
backward system of agriculture, the monopoly of foreign capital, and
the revolts of the populations of the conquered territories. With the
crisis reaching its most critical levels since 1875, the empire entered a
period that can safely be described as chaotic. The state treasury was
completely destroyed, the state could not pay the loans that were
periodically granted after the Crimean War. At the same time, the
great powers of Europe launched a major diplomatic offensive. With
all of this in mind, in 1876, demonstrations began in Istanbul. On 30
May, Sultan Abdulaziz was deposed and replaced by Murad V, who
was soon replaced by his brother, the 34th Sultan of the Ottoman
Empire, Abdulhamid II (1842-1919), thus beginning the era of
autocracy and absolutism in the Ottoman Empire.

The reign of Sultan Abdulhamid II is less studied in Georgian
historiography, but during his reign there are significant changes in
the political map of the world. The consequences of his policy are
interesting for the history of Georgia, since during his reign the Russo-
Ottoman War of 1877-1878 began. By the Treaty of San Stefano and
the subsequent Berlin Congress, the Georgian territories included in
the Russian Empire were annexed by the lands of historical Georgia,
and Batumi was declared a free trade city. In addition, after this war,
the process of emigration of Georgian Muslims was particularly
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accelerated and intensified, which, in fact, It led to the depopulation of
the Adjaria-Kobuleti.

We're interested in the first two years of the 34th sultan's long
reign, which was marked by internal turmoil and external political
strife. Using literature in foreign languages, we tried to break down the
chronological development of important events that had a great impact
on the domestic and foreign policy of the Ottoman Empire. We think
the reign of Sultan Abdulhamid II, as one of the most interesting
political figures, can be seen as both negative and positive. And that's
our goal, and that's what we've clearly outlined in this paper.

Methods

The above-mentioned period of the Ottoman Empire has not
been studied in Georgian historiography, therefore, based on foreign
literature and sources, we have worked on the previous work using
historical-fontiological and historical-comparative research methods.
Results

As a result of the research, the significant period of the Ottoman
Empire enters the Georgian historical space. The immediate aim of the
study was to describe the first two years of the political activity of the
34th Ottoman sultan. The study identified such individual issues as
Sultan Abdiilhamid's II ascension to the throne, the struggle against
the European powers, the Istanbul Conference, the adoption of the
Constitution, the formation and dismissal of the Parliament, the
Russo-Ottoman War of 1877-1878, the Treaty of San Stefano, the Con-
gress of Berlin, and the Chiragan Incident.

Contents

The reign of Sultan Abdulhamid II (1876-1909) can be divided
into several stages. The first two years of his reign (1876-1878) are
considered from the Ascension to the throne to the end of the Russo-
Ottoman War.

The sultan's education was not at all what it was in the 1850s.
He actually had a basic level of education; however, he gained a great
deal of international European experience when he accompanied his
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uncle, Sultan Abdulaziz (1830-1876) to Europe in June-August 1867.
During his travels, the future sultan observed the development of
France, Great Britain, Prussia, and Austria. In addition, he was actively
involved in agricultural activities, which was a true Achilles' heel for
the Ottoman Empire of the period (Gabor Agoston and Bruce Masters,
2009: 7). His interest in agriculture was due to his closeness to the
English Thompson family, who owned a farm in Arabia. In addition,
he used every means to communicate with the Ottoman high society
and discussed with them the problems of the empire. Particularly close
to him in these early days were an Englishman named Thompson, who
owned a farm next to his at Tarabya, and two lesser Tanzimat
bureaucrats, Ibrahim Ethem Efendi and Mehmet Esat Saffet Efendi,
most famous of the nineteenth-century ministers of education, both of
whom subsequently served him for a time as grand vezirs. His personal
finances were handled by a well-known Armenian Galata banker,
Hagop Zarifi Bey, from whom he gained a knowledge of finance and
economics that was to serve him well in later times. The young prince
was thus a sincere though some- what dour and persistent young man
who was determined to prepare himself as best he could for the task of
rescuing the empire (Stanford J. Shaw, Ezel Kural Shaw, 2005: 172).

Despite the extremely difficult conditions, the ruling circles, led
by Ahmed Midhad Pasha, had a clear sense of the need for reform.
They supported the ideas of the Young Ottomans, primarily the idea of
constitutional reform. They managed to get past the representatives of
the Muslim clergy. The Sultan wanted to restore his power, he was not
in a hurry to issue such a document, but was forced to follow their will
due to internal and external political factors (Karpat, Zens, 2003: 249-
253).

The main creator of this process was Midhad Pasha, who still
maintained his leadership in the cabinet. He used the Great Powers
Conference as a springboard to justify the immediate promulgation of a
constitution that would establish parliamentary rule. He claimed that
his announcement would prevent other states from interfering in
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Ottoman affairs on the pretext of carrying out reforms. In response to
his persistent request, Abdulhamid ordered on 7 October that a
constitutional commission be created to work on the drafting of a
constitution, headed by Ahmed Midfat Fasha (Stanford ]. Shaw, Ezel
Kural Shaw, 2005: 174).

During the drafting of the constitution, there was a heated deb-
ate on a number of issues, such as equating the national minority
languages with Turkish-Ottoman, which failed. Also, the Sultan's
demand for the provisions on the responsibility of ministers, the Free-
dom of the Press Act and so on. On 6 December, the cabinet finally
gave its approval to the commission's work, although the sultan insi-
sted on the inclusion of the State Security Law, which implied the
sultan's prerogative to remove anyone deemed a threat to state secu-
rity. Despite the opposition, this law was passed as Article 113 of the
Constitution. The Constitution of 1876 consisted of 119 articles and 12
sections. On the face of it, this Western document was not at all pure
Western, and it incorporated the experience and practices of the
Ottoman Empire (Stanford J. Shaw, Ezel Kural Shaw, 2005: 178). In
the early period of the Ottoman Empire, administrative and instit-
utional systems were developed according to the religion of Islam.
Therefore, these institutional and administrative systems, with their
structures, components and laws, remained unchanged until the 19th
century. The organization of the state and its accompanying laws
greatly integrated both religion and customs. However, due to the
processes of Westernization, during the last few decades of the empire,
religion and custom were re-considered as part of the institutional and
administrative systems (Korkut. H, 2016: 116).

According to the constitution of 23 December 1876, the Sultan
was declared the “Supreme Caliph”, who is the protector of the Musl-
im world. The sultan's personality was sacred, and he was accountable
to no one for his actions. He had the power to appoint or remove
ministers, or the entire cabinet. Make treaties and declare war and
peace. The sultan was the commander-in-chief of both the navy and
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the army, and had the power to summon and dismiss the parliament.
The new constitution also dealt with press, education, administrative
and judicial matters. Torture and the Inquisition were prohibited by
the constitution (The Ottoman Constitution (23 December 1876),
2005: 1-13). In reality, for all practical purposes, Abdulhamid II rem-
ained as powerful as his predecessor, and his first victim after overc-
oming the international threat was Midhat Pasha himself.

As for the parliament, a bicameral parliament was created: the
Senate, whose members were appointed by the sultan himself, and the
Chamber of Deputies, elected by the municipal and district councils.
They were to meet once a year, from November 1 to March 1. Mem-
bers of the Senate were required to be over 40 years of age and to have
held important public office. They were appointed for life, but had to
resign if called to other offices (Article 62). A member had to be over
25 years of age, own property, and pay taxes. Their number was fixed
at one man for every 50,000 Ottomans (Article 65). The term of office
was four years, and each deputy represented the nation as a whole, not
just his province (Article 71). In the Chamber of Deputies there were
71 Muslims, 44 Christians and 4 Jews. Twenty-one Muslims and five
non-Muslims were appointed to the Senate by the Sultan. The Sultan
had the power to veto any law (Sanikidze. G, Alasania. G, Gelovani. N,
2011: 77). It is noteworthy that the Sultan summoned Parliament only
twice in 1877 and 1878. It should also be said that while the sultan
established a one-man dictatorship, he did share some of the ideals and
principles of the Tanzimat, so it would not be surprising to say that he
cooperated with the existing administration, which consisted of
members of various schools and associations related to the Tanzimat.
In short, the sultan generally agreed with what the administration
offered, especially during the Russo-Ottoman War (Cetinsaya. G, 2019:
40). Despite Abdulhamid's initial active participation in the work of
the Parliament, he still faced great opposition, so on 13 February 1878,
Sultan Abdulhamid II dissolved the Parliament and restored the
autocracy (Gébor Agoston and Bruce Masters, 2009:7).
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In July 1876, Montenegro and Serbia declared war on the
Ottomans, although the Ottoman army was able to defeat Serbia, but
in this situation, Russia issued an ultimatum to the Sultan, resulting in
the convening of a conference of great powers in Istanbul in December
1876 to discuss the terms of the truce between Serbia and the
Ottomans. Just prior to the opening of this conference, on December
23, 1876, the Sultan signed the Ottoman constitution, which was lar-
gely modelled on the Belgian constitution, though different.

The promulgation of the constitution, of course, coincided with
the official opening of the Istanbul Conference, which was held in the
offices of the Ministry of the Navy at the Imperial Dockyard on the
Golden Horn. When the first session convened, the delegates were
stunned by the salute of the guns, who informed every one of the
adoption of the constitution. Safed Pasha, an old friend of the Sultan
and now Minister of Foreign Affairs, was quick to tell the conference
that the reforms demanded by the European states were no longer a
matter for discussion, since they were enshrined in the Constitution
(Stanford J. Shaw, Ezel Kural Shaw, 2005: 178). The new constitution
allowed the Ottomans not to give up the territories seized by Serbia
and Montenegro, as the constitution declared the empire a single,
indivisible entity. Also, the distinction between Muslim and non-Mus-
lim subjects, because the Constitution declared everyone equal. The
creation of local Christian militias and the introduction of a separate
court for Muslims were also unconstitutional. It is also worth noting
that at the Istanbul Conference, the interests of the Ottoman Empire
were much more strictly represented by Midhad Pasha than by the
Sultan. It was strongly opposed to the goals of the great powers of
Europe. They proposed to the Ottomans the division of Bulgaria into
two vilayets, Eastern and Western. There, as in Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, new courts of appeal should be set up. They were appointed
indefinitely with the authorities, and local languages were used in the
courts, as well as Ottoman-Turkish. Tobacco and customs duties would
be transferred to the central treasury, but all other taxes would remain
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for provincial expenditures, and the tithes would be replaced by a new
land tax. Muslim soldiers would remain confined to the major cities
and fortresses, while Christian and Muslim militias would be organ-
ized to control the countryside in areas where their co-religionists
were the majority. All Circassian refugees were to be sent to Anatolia,
a local gendarmerie was to be formed with European officers, and
5,000 Belgian soldiers were to be sent to help Bulgaria, as well as lands
occupied by Muslims were to be given to Christians for cultivation.

This proposal was more unacceptable to Porta than the old one,
although Salisbury threatened the Ottoman Empire that if the plan
was rejected, Russia would attack and Britain would do nothing to
help Porta. Despite this threat, Midhat Pasha, encouraged by the
British Ambassador in Istanbul (Sir Henry Elliott), refused the offer.
Salisbury and the German representatives raised some demands for a
Christian governor in Bulgaria and a Belgian gendarmerie, but the
Midhat Pasha rejected them as well, and the conference dissolved in
utter disappointment on 20 January 1877 (ibid.: 180). In February, a
peace treaty was signed directly between Serbia and Sultan Abdul
Hamid II on the basis of restoring the status quo (Sanikidze. G,
Alasania. G, Gelovani. N, 2011: 75).

The end of the conference was followed by another important
decision in the circle of Ottoman rulers. The sultan clearly disliked the
grand vizier, Midhad Pasha, who was credited with implementing
reforms and wielding great authority both within the country and
abroad. His last plans, which incurred the wrath of the Sultan, were to
enrol Christian students in a military academy and to reject Mahmud
Nedim's program of refinancing the state debt. Eventually, Abdul-
hamid decided to send Midhat Pasha on a "long journey" to Europe
(February 5, 1877) following the departure of the foreign plenipote-
ntiaries from Istanbul. Midhad Pasha, who had been stripped of the
Grand Vizier's ring, was read Article 113 of the Constitution and depo-
rted. The new Grand Vizier, a trusted person of the Sultan, was
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Ibrahim Ethem Pasha, who had previously been the Chairman of the
Council of State.

One of the main challenges of the beginning of Abdulhamid's
reign was the Russian Empire, which was in clear opposition to the
Ottoman Empire's interests in the Balkans. After his defeat in the
Crimean War of 1853, the emperor tried to regain his lost prestige.
The Istanbul Conference precipitated the expected Russo-Ottoman
war. The main concern of the Russian Empire was what position
Austria would occupy in the coming war. The Austrian Empire was in
a military crisis at the time, the irregular state of the army halting the
latter and promising Russia neutrality in the coming war. The Russo-
Austrian Treaty of Neutrality was signed in Budapest on 15 January
1877.

According to the treaty, Austria retained the right to occupy
Bosnia and Herzegovina whenever it wished; Serbia, Montenegro, and
Novipasar were to remain neutral and not occupy any of the signa-
tories; Russia would receive Bessarabia, and the Allies would support
each other against any resistance by other powers; no specific provi-
sions were made regarding Bulgaria, although the treaty forbade the
formation of any major state on the territory. If the Ottoman Empire
had completely collapsed, Istanbul would have been a free city, not of
Russia or Greece, but the latter would have been compensated with
Crete, Thessaly and southern Epirus. Russia acquired a neutral ally
against Porta, while Austria gained significant territory and also a
guarantee that she, and not Russia, would dominate Serbia - all in
exchange for mere neutrality (Stanford J. Shaw, Ezel Kural Shaw, 2005:
181) Thus, on 16 April 1877, Russia obtained permission from Roma-
nia for the Tsar's army to transit through its territory. On April 24,
1877, the Russian ambassador informed the Grand Porte that his state
had declared war on the Ottomans.

Before the Russo-Ottoman War of 1877-1878, the Russian-Otto-
man military contingent was almost equal, although the Tsar's army
was relatively under-equipped. In the Ottoman army, the Achilles'
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heel was an unqualified officer corps, which is why the Russian em-
peror considered winning the war inevitable.

Abdulhamid II first appealed to the signatories of the Paris
Peace Treaty for help. He was especially trusted by the British,
although Disraeli, who openly opposed Russia's growing ambitions in
Eastern Europe, failed to win cabinet support for English intervention
in the war and had to leave the Ottomans to fight on their own.

The main objective of the Russian campaign was to cross the
Balkan Mountains and approach Istanbul and the Straits to the west as
quickly as possible, as well as to move into north-eastern Anatolia and
capture Kars, Ardahan and Erzurum, in order to force the port to
accept the proposals rejected at the Istanbul Conference. Once the
Russians were able to control the Black Sea and go through Anatolia to
Alexandria, it would have free access to the Mediterranean. The Slavic
states in the Balkans would also be freed from Ottoman control and
remain under strong Russian influence. In this way, the emperor's
position in the alliance of European powers would be strengthened.
For defensive purposes, the Ottoman main line was formed on the
Danube, while the area between Varna and Vidin was heavily forti-
fied, and the main units were concentrated in Silistra, Ruse, Nicopolis
and Vidin. The Balkan Mountains formed a second line of defence
from the Varna, Shumen and Sofia bases. In the east, the garrisons of
Kars and Erzurum were heavily manned. Russia did not have time to
rebuild the Black Sea Fleet, so the Ottomans were not intimidated in
this direction, but nevertheless planned to send only light ships to the
Danube to help supply their defence forces (See also 183).

By June 1877, the Russians were making active attack into the
Balkans and were effectively gaining the upper hand. The entry of the
Russian army into northern Bulgaria was accompanied by a large-scale
slaughter of Turkish peasants to prevent the movement of troops and
supplies. A great battle was fought on 16 July at Nicopolis. Shocked by
a series of catastrophes in the Ottoman army in Istanbul, the sultan
replaced all the major military commanders who had survived the
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battles. The commander-in-chief was appointed by Suleiman Pasha,
former head of the military academy.

The new sultan was faced with a difficult situation. The empire
suffered a series of catastrophic defeats. In order to win the support of
the people, Abdulhamid declared himself a ,,Ghazi”, warrior for the
faith against the infidels, and declared the war a holy war. In doing so,
he succeeded in arousing the passions of the people and mobilizing the
men needed for the war. At the same time, his deputy Suleiman Pasha
attacked the Russians by land in northern Bulgaria and pushed them
back with the Shipka Pass. The successes of the right wing of the Rus-
sian army (first the victory of Sistova, then the capture of Vidin) were
stopped by the Ottomans in Plevna with a strong defence.

The Eastern campaigns followed a similar pattern. Initially, the
Ottomans were hampered by the division of their defence forces,
which were scattered in various fortresses that the Russians could
attack between the Black Sea and Lake Van. The Russians attacked and
captured the main strongholds one by one, first in Ardahan (18 May
1877) and then in Dogubeyazit (20 June). The Ottomans suffered
heavy losses in terms of manpower and military equipment. The main
Ottoman defensive center became Kars. The remaining troops in this
area were assembled under the command of Ahmed Muhtar Pasha,
who soon managed to stop the Russian advance.

The Russian Empire's plans for a quick victory were foiled. So,
the war went on. The emperor had to change his plans and began
negotiations with the Balkan states. Serbia has agreed to enter the war,
but until they take Plevna they are not sure of the Russian victory. The
Greeks also requested that the Ottomans be driven into Thrace by
offensive, but by this time they were so impressed by the Ottoman
army and the threat of British intervention that they refused to
provide assistance without Russian assurances that they would con-
quer both Epirus and Thessaly. As for Romania, it was not in a position
to say no to the Russians or to let them down. His army assisted the
Russians in a new siege of Pleven, which continued. To commemorate
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his heroic resistance against the Russians, Abdulhamid awarded the
title of Gazi to his commanders, Osman Pasa, as well as Muhtar Pasa
for their exploits in the east.

The war was indeed going from bad to worse, as the long
Russian siege eventually damaged the main Ottoman defences, both to
the east and to the west. On 14 October 1877, 6,500 Ottoman troops
were forced to surrender at Aladag, and on 14 November Muhtar
Pasha left Kars, although he was able to return most of his troops and
heavy equipment to Erzurum. As for the Balkans, here, Gazi Osman
Pasha was forced to submit to the suffering of the soldiers and the
42,000 survivors around him and surrender. On December 10, 1877,
Plevna fell. With this, the Western Front was broken. King Milan of
Serbia immediately gained the courage needed to declare indep-
endence (January 24) and declare war (January 28), capture Pirot on
the Bulgarian border and besiege and take Nis (February 11). On
January 9, 1878, the defenders of Papka Pass were defeated. All this
cost the Ottomans another 32,000 men and 103 large shells. Suleiman
Pasha managed to escape himself, and he took over the protection of
Sofia. But the Ottoman forces were now too scattered. Soon it too fell,
and this was followed by Edirne (January 20) without real opposition.
At the same time, together with the Ottoman garrisons of Montenegro
engaged in the east, the Montenegrins also declared war and occupied
Bari (January 15) and Ulcinj (January 19) (ibid.: 186).

Russia's rapid advance into Bulgaria alarmed Britain and Austria.
They realized that the Greater Bulgaria, as the emperor had envis-
ioned, would only be a tool for Russia's domination of South-eastern
Europe. Nevertheless, Russian troops, under the command of Grand
Duke Nicholas, advanced towards Istanbul and forced the Porta to ask
for a cease-fire agreement, which was signed in Edirne on 31 January.
Before holding the peace conference, the Ottomans surrendered the
remaining Bulgarian strongholds in Vidin, Ruse and Silistra. Russia
and the Ottomans agreed that Bosnia-Herzegovina and Bulgaria would
receive autonomy through European-supervised reforms, that Russia
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would have full rights to use the straits, and that the Porta would pay
war reparations. In short, it was an unconditional surrender to the
victor. The conference between the Ottomans and Russia was held in
San Stefano (Yeselkoy), near Istanbul.

The failure of the war activated the Sultan's opposition. In
parliament, the attention of deputies was diverted to military disasters,
and instead of concentrating on legislation, they turned to criticism of
the government, the conduct of offensive campaigns, the incomepet-
ence of officers, and the overall direction of the war effort. There was
also the issue of the return of Midhat Pasha, which the sultan's repr-
esentatives did not like. In addition, liberal and non-Muslim deputies
began circulating no-confidence petitions against some ministers and
the palace environment. The final straw was on 13 February, when the
Sultan gathered the Chamber of Deputies, including members of
Parliament, to consult with them on inviting the British fleet and
entering the Sea of Marmara, thus helping to defend Istanbul against a
possible Russian advance. After the majority of the deputies had decla-
red their agreement, one of them, Naji Ahmed, who was a cook and
the head of one of the guilds, told Sultan: "You asked for our opinion
too late; you should have asked for ours before the catastrophe could
have been avoided". The Chamber disclaims all responsibility for a
situation for which it has done nothing. (Zabtt Ceridesi II, 401: 243-
244) That was the end. The next day Abdulhamid dissolved Parliament
and simply stated that he had done his duty, but the current situation
was not suitable for the proper exercise of his functions" (ibid: 243-
244). Abdulhamid initially also ordered the arrest of all deputies who
were most critical of the government, but upon the insistence of
Ahmed Vefik, he changed the order and demanded that they return to
their homes immediately. Although some deputies protested that he
had violated the constitution, the parliament was nevertheless dissol-
ved (Celaledin, M., Mirat-t Hakikat, C. III: 60-62). However unpred-
ictable this end and his actions were, the Sultan would rule without
parliament for the next three decades, acting within the powers gra-
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nted to him by the constitution. He simply used the crisis to enforce
provisions that Midhat and his colleagues had passed to protect the
constitution from conservative reaction. By leaving Parliament and
weakening the Porte, Abdulhamid laid the foundations for the auto-
cracy that would dominate the Ottoman government for the rema-
ining years of his reign (Stanford J. Shaw, Ezel Kural Shaw, 2005: 187).

Because of internal political and economic problems, neither
side wanted to prolong the war. Thus, on March 3, 1878, the San Ste-
fano Peace Conference was held. The treaty was based on the terms of
a truce signed a month earlier in Edirne and largely fulfilled the
demands of the Pan-Slavs. Montenegro and Serbia were to be inde-
pendent, however the latter, due to its bad war, was to receive only a
few additions along the southern border, including Nis, the Drina
Valley, and part of the Novi Pazar Sanjak. Porta was to recognize the
independence of Romania and pay it war reparations in the form of a
portion of Dobruja. He agreed to Russia's annexation of Bessarabia.
And Bulgaria was supposed to be autonomous.

The Sultan agreed to pay a huge war indemnity of 1.4 billion
rubles (24 billion Kurus, four times the state's annual income), less
than half of which was paid to Dobruja, by surrendering large areas of
the islands, the Danube, and the eastern Anatolian provinces of Kars,
Ardahan, Batumi, and Dogubayazit. Residents of the annexed Russian
territories were allowed to sell their property within three years,
which led to an influx of refugees into the Ottoman Empire. By the
treaty, all Christian subjects of the sultan were placed under the
protection of the Russian emperor. The Ottomans were only able to
resist Ignatyev 's desire for a joint defence and administration of the
straits.

Later, England and Austria-Hungary demanded a revision of the
San Stefano provisions, which Bismarck supported. Austria demanded
a territorial reduction of Bulgaria in order to weaken Russian power in
Eastern Europe, and Russia agreed to Austria's annexation of Novipasar
Sanjak, as well as Bosnia and Herzegovina. Eastern Rumelia and the
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restored Bulgaria were to be returned to the Ottoman Empire as auto-
nomous provinces, with immediate reforms. Most of eastern Anatolia
was to be returned to Porta, while in return the Russian Empire
retained Kars, Batumi, and southern Bessarabia. Thus, a review of the
San Stefano results laid the foundation for a conference that Bismarck
convened in Berlin from June 13 to July 13, 1878.

Despite all of the agreements listed above, it was still difficult to
achieve the sequence. The congress agreed to recognize the inde-
pendence of Serbia, Montenegro, and Romania. Austria-Hungary was
given the right to occupy Bosnia and Herzegovina. In addition to Bulg-
aria and the Balkans, the Berlin Congress was also concerned with the
question of the East. As a result of the congress, the Ottomans in the
east were forced to leave Kars, Ardahan and Batumi for the Russians.
Batumi became a free-trade city (Porto-Franco), which the emperor
promised not to fortify. The Elishkirt valley and the Dogubayazit were
returned to the Ottomans. Porta promised to carry out reforms in the
Armenian-populated districts and to affirm full civil and religious
freedom in the empire.

In total, according to the Congress of Berlin, the Ottoman Em-
pire was forced to abandon two-fifths of its entire territory and one-
fifth of its population, about 5.5 million people, almost half of whom
were Muslims (ibid: 191).

The six months between the signing of the Armistice of Edirne
(31 January 1878) and the signing of the Treaty of Berlin represented
one of the most critical periods of Abdulhamid's reign. To better und-
erstand the depth and scale of subversion that developed by this time,
it may help to recall the events of this critical period that also cleared
the way for Abdulhamid to establish an autocratic regime: the cease-
fire of Edirne (31 January 1878); the dissolution of the Chamber of
Deputies (13 February 1878); the Treaty of San Stefano (3 May 1878);
Chiragan incident (attempt to overthrow Abdulhamid, 20 May 1878);
the handing over of Cyprus to Britain (4 June 1878); the June Confe-
rence and subsequent signing of the Treaty of Berlin (18 June 1378-
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13). In terms of the impact and consequences of the Abdulhamid’s
regime, the two most important events on the list above were the
break-up of the Chamber of Deputies and the Chiragan Incident (Cet-
insaya. G, 2019: 40).

The Chiragan Incident of May 1878 was one of the critical
moments of Abdulhamid's reign. Groups opposed to the sultan eme-
rged from the beginning. The first such attempt occurred in early
December 1876, when the sultan's brother, Murad V, was kidnapped
from the Chiragan Palace. Their goal was to restore a mentally deran-
ged former sultan to the throne, but that plan failed.

On May 20, 1978, two years after the former sultan was depo-
sed, another sensational event occurred. There's been a rebellion in
front of the Chiragan Palace. The leader of the revolt was the former
headmaster of the Galatasaray Imperial College and former represe-
ntative of the Young Ottomans, Ali Suavi. He was accompanied by a
group of Muslim refugees from the Balkans, whose main frustration
was the devastating actions of the army and the losses incurred as a
result of the Russo-Ottoman War of 1877-1878, in which the people
blamed Abdulhamid II and thus supported the return of Murad V.
Although this attack was intended to free Murad V and restore him to
the throne, the affair was over in just one hour of fiasco. Ali Suavi and
about fifty of his followers were killed by the imperial troops, and the
survivors were arrested and put on trial.

This famous incident went down in history as the “Chiragan
raid”. According to Ibnulemin Mahmud Kemal Inal, this event marked
the beginning of Abdul Hamid's autocraticy. This incident marked a
turning point for Abdulhamid II. After that, the sultan became more
suspicious and untrustworthy, and he began to doubt even those he
had previously trusted. After the coup attempt, Abdulhamid appointed
those he suspected as governors of distant provinces, thus emptying
the imperial capital. Among these figures were the Senate Chairman
Kuchuk Said Pasha, who was first appointed Governor of Ankara and
then, after he protested the post, was appointed Governor of Bursa; the
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Prime Minister Mehmet Sadik Pasha, appointed Governor of the Vila-
yet of the Archipelago; Mehmet Akif Pasha, who was appointed Gove-
rnor of Konya; the Englishman Said Pasha, appointed Governor of
Ankara; and Mehmet Najif Pasha, the Chief Pasha (Bacimagibeyn),
who was appointed Marshal of the Fourth Army. Later, Damad Mah-
mud Jalaleddin Pasha was also dismissed from the post of marshal of
the Tofan (artillery corps) and in January 1879, was supposedly appo-
inted governor of Tripoli (Libya) (Inal, Son Sadrazamlar, II, 1002: 772-
773). This apparently had a great impact on the sultan, and it was
followed by a long period of "cleansing" of the sultan's entourage of
suspicious figures, from bodyguards to regular soldiers.

Conclusion

During the first two years of Abdulhamid's reign, various inte-
rnational events contributed to the Ottoman Empire's ruling elite
feeling that the empire was on the verge of collapse. The Russo-Otto-
man War proved that the Ottoman Empire as a political entity was not
viable. Separatist activities by Bulgarians, Armenians, and Greeks, as
well as by Muslim groups such as Albanians, Arabs, and Kurds, thre-
atened the stability of the empire (Gébor Agoston and Bruce Masters,
2009: 7).

In addition, this period is characterized by constant instability,
which was caused by the relocation of the posts of Prime Minister and
Grand Vizier. All of this set the stage for the uncertainty and political
turmoil that followed. According to Ismail Hami Danishmend, from
1871 to 1882, the Ottoman Empire changed 23 grand viziers, an imm-
ense number in 10 years (Danismend. I, 1971: 85). Although Abdulh-
amid's regime was noted for its authoritarian policies and actions, the
sultan also promoted infrastructure and cultural modernization. Dur-
ing the reign of Abdulhamid, the Ottoman bureaucracy acquired ratio-
nal and institutional characteristics, where admission and promotion
to public office was based on objective criteria. Abdulhamid estab-
lished governmental schools for boys and girls throughout the empire.
Implemented railway construction with the support of foreign capital.
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Started connecting distant provinces to the capital and extended tele-
graph lines to allow for administrative surveillance from Albania to
Yemen. During his reign, the judicial system was reformed. It also
greatly expanded access to literature. New translations were made
from Western literature. Book printing increased, and Ottoman poetry
and prose acquired worldly individualistic qualities. These changes had
a profound impact on young people, resulting in the emergence of a
Western-oriented generation that was dissatisfied with autocracy and
demanded a constitutional monarchy. The opposition of the Young
Turks came from that generation. Abdulhamid's attempts at moder-
nization eventually laid the foundation for modern Turkey.
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05309051 3300, 355 306G 56 FgoliBres s sboTbryE
QOML 93gLool BoMYOOL MY335 dEMIBS. A0S sdobs, Loddgdo
Lemneol m®398GM03 Bstomm. dowoaombg®ds BsBbosbds dgsBg-
90065 DoMgdoL 09335, oMo 3oUEHMMTs 33003 A9RMAYE9d0b.
15gdg80 393500 doeroool MBOMLO BsgHmm.

LodMEPMME, bEFYEMZ05MM FoBobyo 30 oGO, TopaMod
249035690 3mEMmbolEJdOL 496gdy. olbobo g3erglosdo sMBBYL
5 Mdgbbab 3sLEHMMOL  Jooygdsl gbobBy. Tgmeg L,
OOl M35 LsomBY 05999MH0 sbLBI-gbTsMEHIBOLMZOL 0dIMYL
90030580, 0935 56 299M(3bos 08 0BgHBom, HMA 8 Lssmo 56
04 B3 dom MM. sdob 999 dogM0 935E0TMIL. Lo sbagdm
3Mdobool 303Boodol 1924 Ferob 19 ogeroliol s8mbsfgeols dob-
90300 30Mgdsc domgmL LM 3Z-sb 9d9390s dogloxs. 3sLEHMOO
3Q0R0MIN0Z FMLobergmdsdo OO LOY35MMEIOMs s 353)03-
0bEg8om LEMRYJIMBS. SYMYMOL 35699 0OLEWE-MYOHBY-
@ds LEBMYPsEMPdT MbMm3zbom FodsMrms 5090 35335L00L Logsb-
2990 3m30L0sL, 899335 3905HY39G0gds s dMgMOLmZOL
Logomomggarmdo sdbgbols 69ds sgMmm, Msbgsg 1925 fiemol 15
MJGH™IBIOL 35393000 29500 Joom (LodoGmzgumls dLL-U
o®Jog0, 2022).

2oLs0FMgdoL 9909y 3Medn303930L MBIMH3ML s0M3sbs©
9nmdbg G930l 930glo0sb BsTmE0wads 4obs. 899935300
3BGHOMY03009MH0 3MHM355605-5303)93008 Jmgeo bobEgds. M-
0305bmb BdOIMEOLS @S sMYOLEHMO LsDBMASOMIOOL hodmyogn-
00900l doBbom 1922 gl sofym 35Bgom ,0dgHNML* gsdmaads.
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1924 Gewob 27 5a30LEmb ol Mgadosdo 3906 30M9gdsBYg go-
ahYs sbGH0MI0Q0MHO MMYIBODoEo0L F9ddbss. Boowgl Fglgds
5 50MB0gl 396G MEO LodFm. sbyg BsggsMs Logwydzgwo ,,8906M-
dme Mdghomms 35300606 (343).

03-0b @MLYBOL 33O YIMdS d3gwgbo JoMITSEO-
IO NHO  BHGMI0E0Jd0L IJmbg Lodo®mgzgemdon 3sdmozggme.
»094oOM39Eml JgdMIME OTIOHMOMMs 3530000 FoMTsEJOIEs©
BogBonm sbGoMmgmoyome 3583560580. 1930 b, mdogrolido ds0-
blbs 6@ 0Mgwog0w® 393sms 1bogzgdbodg@o, 890ddbs Fm™boro
»0575M390ML »dgHmnm®, M™Iol 306390 bmIMol yws d9y-
04050 0bowmm 59 83 do (bogdoMmzgarml dLL-b sédogo, 2016).

1928 Herol 5 ©939909ML, Joomal L39EO0IOO EoEHqbOo-
905 LeMEoswMEMms© 853069 gurgdgb@gdols dglobgd bemeom, 1937
farols 15 5330LEHML, L39EEIOHO OEHIHOWIds - ,L5TIMdEML
9@ gms Mxsbol 9360900l ©3sGH0TMYds. SBgo dovsHe-
909 5 Bobd) 300G035L FolMmdMm030 58MmIZgdOE SHEES 06,
M55 bgolgagdol dbMosd bgwomgdom MHgmogools s dsb-
056 ©5393806900 5EOM-{ialigdols 53Goen3ol Fmygs.

333365

513360l Lobom 5036086530, MM JNE0BMBdST0 »bogown-
MO0 30035300 399Mmd3946cgds, Mo 9amEorMoE dogrosb 9dody
20bogdgao 0gb69ds, 306500sb olsdo Ms30MyYHOEO Tobogrgdo gbgds
005, g MHMAMEO 53530MdDIL, sLobgdbgb s b3mgE YL
5005305690l 35305600 G3gbols 350m.

50560365305, HMI 3MIMm9JBHOL 0JoL TboMo svFOMS Mgan-
0900 Bs3000bms Lobgdfoxzgm LosggbGHMbmsb sMLYdMEds 0bEGHgM-
9001935 LEMsMdIOMmMI, MmIgedog Ho®dmygbowos mom-
ool y3gams Moo mMo goghmosbgds, LodsMmgguml dsGorend-
5Q00®JOI0 93¢gLooL, OLEHMMOMWO MHYE0YOJOoLs S b3s J;30-
M9MoEbm3z560 MHywoa0gdoL Bsmgwom. 350mdobs®g 5dgwsb, 36-
09Jd@ob Bsdmmdo byl Jgufiymdl LodsMoggumbo Mguoy0gdls
FmM0ol, OHgae0g090Ls s LEBMYPIMIISL FMMHOL X IBLOW OIETMALS

Q5 BMIHBEME0 250Mgdmb 453E0gMHGRSL.

114



3°9my9698emo o@gMsdmes:

»090FMmms  M9360gLogdL FgfoMmeo LElwmwoghHm oMol Loddgdo
bo@o 50dmRbs* (2022 farols 16 Lgd@gddg®o), Lbod Gger-
0800b  bs300b0s bsbgerdpoger bssggbde. (jaomds [17.06.
2024]:  https://religion.gov.ge/siaxleebi/sabwota-represiebs-sew
iruli-sasuliero-piris-saqmesi-xati-armocnda.

L5goM39wmL LodFMms Lr30sOLEHYIMHO MYL3PdO30L Lolbeol
LodsGmeol 3mgdbo (LL3) (1928). dubengdo: 58-10, 58-11,
58-18, 58-19, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133. 09. 3. 0505¢0sdY),
20800390md0b M9. 9. 358530dg.

Lodommggenml dbL-b s@dogo (1923). Lobberol bsds@orerol bsdd-
960b b0 £935. Lastdogm N 2304; Bmdo N 1.

Lodommggenml dbL-b s@dogo (1924). Lobberol bsds@orerol bsdd-
9960b b0 N 6. Lsstrdogm N 2425; Bmdo N 1.

LodoMmggarml  dbb-b  s@dogo  (1924).  Lobberols  bsdstorerols
Us5409960b 5026000 N 6. bsstgogm N 2424; Bmdo N 1.

Lodommggarml dLL-U s@dogo (1937). bobberol bsdstorerols bsid-
9960b b0 N 8. bsstrdogm N 37432; mddo N 74; Bmdo N 1.

Lodommggenml bL-b s®dogo (1937). bobberol bsdstorerol bsgdg-
960l g3e2bcoo N 8. Lsstdogm N 37373; mgdo N 13; Gmdo N 1.

Lodommggenml bL-U sGJogo (1937). bolbberols bsdstrorgrols bsgdgg-
8ol b0 N 8. Lostrdogm N 37414; mddo N 54; Hmdo N 2.

Lodommggarml  dbb-b  s@dogo  (1950).  Lobberols  bsdstorerols
Us5409960b gabgoo N 6. bsstdogm N 50131; @mdo N 2.

Lodommggarml dLL-U s@dogo (1937). bobberol bsdstorerols bsyd-
9960b mboo N 8. sstrdogm N 37407; mdo N 1; mgdo N 47.

LodoMmggarml  dbL-b sGdogo (1928-29). Lobberol  bsdstorerols
bs789960L gembooo N 14. 55409 N 301; s0fg®o N 4.

Lodommggenml  dLL-U sédogo  (1930).  bobberolb  bsdstorerols
bs7489960L geaboo N 6. bsstrdogm N 3068; GHmdo N 2.

Lodommggenml dbL-b s®dogo (1938). bobberol bsdstorerol bsddg-
980b mboo N 3. bsstgogm N 38130; Bmdo N 1.

115



Lodommggenml dbL-b s@dogo (1931). Lobberol bsds@orerol bsgd-
9960b mboo N 6. bsstrdogm N 31164, Gmdo N 2.
»0575MM390mdo Im3s(ig 29Msbgo 3sbEBHMOOL oLEMMOos“ (2022
Dol 4 0gdgm39e00). bsgst039¢7mb Jbb-U s639030. §300ms
[17.06.2024]:https://www.facebook.com/archive.mia/posts/pfbid
02DNNQymzH9r8WVeLh4M3ymMHwwDQmiWKWumxrqrJv
vqHFkrtUt63uXPtHhnAchZ Q61
»0599MM39ml  Medgmomnm® (2016 ol 5 ©93990960), Lsgstr-
039¢7b Jbb-b s5050. §300m8s [17.06.2024]:
https://www.facebook.com/archive.mia/photos/pb.1000688958
62644.-2207520000/125231131 4842161/?type=3.

116



o, oLGME05, 303035, fYoOrmmdEmebymds
ILP 7 HISTORY, POLITICS, PRIMARY SOURCE STUDIES

%
o, o
“napness™

“Repressions on Religious Grounds in Soviet Georgia”
(According to the data of the MIA archive)

Zviad Tkabladze

Ph.D. in History Sciences,

LEPL - State Agency for Religious Issues
Georgia, 0105, Thilisi, 7 Ingorokva St.

+995 322 990900; info.ra@religion.gov.ge

ORCID: 0009-0009-4347-6299

Abstract

The subject of our research is a review of the project of 2022
State Scientific Grant Competition for Fundamental Research (NFR-
22-21090) - "Repressions on Religious Grounds in Soviet Georgia
(according to the data of the Ministry of Internal Affairs archive)"
funded by the "Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of
Georgia", which is carried out at the initiative of the State Agency for
Religious Issues in cooperation with the archive of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of Georgia.

The fate of the repressed persons shows the tragic consequences
of the Soviet Union’s imperial decisions for ordinary people. The issue
of Soviet repression is one of the unexplored areas not only in
Georgian, but also in the scientific literature of post-Soviet countries.
In this regard, the cases of thousands of repressed clerics, preserved in
various archives, are particularly interesting. The theme provides
coverage of the research carried out by a group of researchers on
religious repressions and repressed clerics in Georgia during the Soviet
period (1921-1991). After the annexation of Georgia (1921), the "Red
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Terror" and pursuing an atheistic religious policy against all denomin-
ations operating at that time began actively: hundreds of cult buil-
dings, religious schools were closed, persecution of clerics of Orth-
odox, Catholic, Armenian-Apostolic, Christian-Protestant, other Chri-
stian confessions, as well as Jewish and Islamic communities on reli-
gious motives began with special cruelty. Anti-Soviet and counter-
revolutionary agitation-propaganda and other kinds of accusations
were used as the basis for the persecution of clerics. The information
about the clerics who were punished by three categories of puni-
shment - shot, imprisoned and exiled - was processed.

A group of researchers participates in the current Project: Zviad
Tkabladze (Head of the Project), Giorgi Patashuri (Project Coord-
inator), Zaza Vashakmadze, Sergo Farulava, Abesalom Aslanidze, Mar-
ine Mazmishvili, Davit Davitashvili, Badri Cherkezishvili, Lali Ekh-
vaia.

Keywords: religions; repressions; clergy; Soviet Georgia; archive.

Introduction

This paper is an overview of the project of 2022 for Fun-
damental Research State Grant (NFR-22-21090) - "Repressions on Rel-
igious Grounds in Soviet Georgia (according to the data of the archive
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs)" funded by the "Shota Rustaveli
National Science Foundation of Georgia", which is carried out at the
initiative of the State Agency for Religious Issues in cooperation with
the archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia.

The goal of the grant project is to objectively consider such an
acute and painful issue. Since fragmentary materials on the problems
of Soviet repressions are periodically published in scientific literature
and media, the society is faced with an urgent need to investigate the
important data stored in the archives about the victims of repressions,
which were closed to outside eyes for a long period of time. The
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descendants of the repressed, in many cases, still do not know for what
reason their ancestor was imprisoned or shot.

Human life is priceless, killing of innocent people is unjustified.
Hundreds of thousands of people were shot by the Bolsheviks in one
year alone. Anyone could be declared as an enemy of the people: by
trumped-up charges, anonymous snitching, or defamation. Therefore,
it is our duty to show the stark reality of the Soviet past, the scale of
the massive repressions carried out and the moral assessment of these
terrible events.

The fate of the repressed shows the tragic consequences of the
imperial decisions of the Soviet Union for ordinary people. The issue of
Soviet repression is one of the unexplored areas not only in the
scientific literature of Georgia, but of post-Soviet countries as well. In
this regard, the cases of thousands of repressed clerics, preserved in
various archives, are particularly interesting.

Method

The scientific work is based on the theoretical methodology:
analysis, synthesis, comparison of the cause-and-effect relationship,
searching and processing of various documents in the archive of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs (resolutions, data on repressed persons,
questionnaires). The research includes the religious affiliation of the
person, his/her role in the religious life of that period, the charges
brought against him/her, establishing a connection between the
accusation and reality based on the interrogation reports, the dates of
arrest, trial and punishment, and interesting moments of the life of the
repressed clergy. The research of the materials, interrogation protoc-
ols, acts, various records in the archive was carried out, the religious
affiliation of the object (person) of the Soviet legal persecution and the
validity of their religious status were established. By comparing and
checking the indictment and other documents, religious motives were
revealed in the charges brought against the detained clerics during
their arrest, and whether or not the mentioned persons were repressed
due to religious charges.
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Result

As a result of working on the research topic, clerics of different
denominations repressed in different years under the Soviet rule were
revealed, thus once again confirming the colossal scale of repression.
The results of the research will be interesting not only from a scientific
point of view, but also for raising public awareness of the Soviet
repressions. It will also be useful for people interested in Georgian
history, religion, or state policy studies. The material to be published
as a book, upon completion of the project, will be very difficult to
understand emotionally - how people were exiled and shot because
they believed in God.
Discussion

Along with the beginning of the national movement in Georgia,
searching and publication of information on repressed persons begins.
In recent decades, a number of books about repressed persons have
been published in Georgia, although the matter was complicated by
the fact that one part of the security archive of Georgia, where these
types of materials were mainly kept, was burned during the civil war
of 1991-92, the other part was taken to Russia, and the rest of the files
are scattered in different archives.

Data on repressed clerics are scattered in this painful, large
number of materials, although there are some fundamental studies on
famous historical figures.?

3 Junge M., Tushurashvili O., Bonvech B.: Bolshevik Order in Georgia: Great Terror in a
Small Republic of the Caucasus, Volume I and Volume II, Tbilisi, 2015

Bendeliani M.: Orthodox Church of Georgia: 30-40s of the 20" century. Sukhumi branch of
TSU, Tbilisi, 2002

Kartvelishvili M.: Soviet Religious Policy and Peculiarities of its Reflection in Georgia in
1953-1964, Tbilisi, 2022

Vardosanidze S.: Orthodox Apostolic Church of Georgia in 1917-1952, Thilisi, 2011
Shervashidze I.: Soviet Repressions in Adjara in the Context of Political and Cultural
Memory. Doctoral dissertation, Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University, Batumi 2021
Simashvili T.: Soviet Repressions in Telavi in 1921-1924; Thbilisi, 2020

Some important works published by the archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs:
Monograph "Goodbye Brothers, we’re being Shot down Tonight", (published with the
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung). Tbilisi, 2016
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Since the declaration of independence, researchers of religious
history of Georgia of the 20* century have devoted a lot of work to the
theme of Soviet repressions, and for the most part these studies
include: a) a general overview of the period of repressions without
mentioning religious component; b) the history of any specific
religious organization (in most cases, the Georgian Orthodox Church)
and researches about outstanding figures (Catholic-Patriarchs -
Ambrose, Kyrion and others, as well as other persecuted clergy and
laymen); c) any specific period of Soviet repressions (for example:
uprising of 1924, the repressions of the 1930s, etc.); d) the history of
Soviet repressions in a particular part or city of Georgia and others.

It is interesting to note the merits of the public-political
newspaper "Completely Unconcealed” which under the editorship of
G. Sanadiradze was published in Thilisi in 1996-2005 and as soon as
the opportunity arose, information about hundreds of repressed people
had been published over several years. Later, based on the materials of
this newspaper, which were related to Adjara, the book was issued.3¢

Otar Turmanidze dedicated his fundamental work to the issue of
the repressed, although, even here, information about the repressed
clergy is presented in one section of his monograph, and that too only
according to the Adjara region.?”

"Georgian Association of Forensic Anthropology" and other
organizations cooperate with the families of repressed persons and
provide invaluable assistance within the scope of their competence.?
In 2014, the first electronic search-engine database on the repressed
was created, including biographical data of more than 3,600 people.?

Various editions of magazine "Archival News", where ecclesiastical topics are presented.

"The Great Terror in Abkhazia (Abkhaz ASSR, 1937-38) three-volume edition (prepared
within the framework of the Georgian-Abkhazian joint project), Tbilisi, 2023.

36 Adjara, the echo of a bitter whirlwind. Tbilisi, 2001

37 Soviet Regime and Mass Repressions in Adjara (1921-1952). Batumi, 2019, p. 403-418

3 "Georgian Recovery, Documentation and Identification Project' (GRDIP). "Georgian
Association of Forensic Anthropology", 2024. Accessed [17.06.2024]: http://www.gafa.edu.ge
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This database ,Stalin’s lists from Georgia" is about the victims of the
"Great Terror" of 1937-1938. The "Institute for Development of Free-
dom of Information” (IDFI) is currently working on expanding this
database and in 2023 created the website of "Stalin’s Lists".4°

There are, of course, many scientific articles or studies that
cover individual episodes and often refer to certain layers of society,
regions, only a specific denomination or historical person, etc.

It is known that one of the main directions of bloody terror was
religion and the repression of clergy. In fact, all denominations in
Georgia, major or minor ones, suffered repressions as a result of which
thousands of innocent clerics were shot, sent to prisons and con-
centration camps.

The main difference between our research and the other works
listed above is that the materials presented in it are of an interreligious
nature and comprehensively refer to all confessions and religious
denominations represented in Georgia. In the various publications we
verified, the issue of repression of the representatives of different
denominations is not presented together anywhere.

Therefore, the State Agency for Religious Issues came up with
the idea, in cooperation with the archive of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of Georgia, to thoroughly study and analyze the information
about the repressions against clergymen of different confessions in
Georgia during the Soviet period, and based on the archival materials
preserved in the archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (at the end
of the project), to publish a large-scale work.

% The project "Stalin’s Lists from Georgia" was implemented in 2011-2013 by the Institute
for Development of Freedom of Information (IDFI) in cooperation with the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of Georgia and the International Society "Memorial" and with the financial
support of the South Caucasus Regional Bureau of the Heinrich Boll Stiftung and the
Embassy of Switzerland in Georgia. See. Accessed [17.06.2024]: http://www.nplg.gov
.ge/gwdict/index.php?a=index&d=26

4 "Stalin's Lists". Institute for Development of Freedom of Information (IDFI), 2024;
Accessed [17.06.2024]:https:/stalin.historyproject.ge/about
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It should be said that the materials about repressed persons are
mainly collected in this archive. Moreover, the archive of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs has been working for years on the decoding, digital
processing and sorting of the materials at its disposal.

The project envisages the study of the facts of religious
repression in Georgia during the Soviet period (1921-1991) and the
identification of repressed clergymen. After the annexation of Georgia
(1921), the "Red Terror" and the atheistic religious policy against all
denominations operating at that time began to be actively carried out:
hundreds of cult buildings, religious schools were closed, persecution
of clerics of Orthodox, Catholic, Armenian-Apostolic, Christian-Pro-
testant, other Christian confessions, as well as Jewish and Islamic
communities, on religious motives began with special cruelty. Anti-
Soviet and counter-revolutionary agitation-propaganda and other
kinds of accusations were used as the basis for the persecution of
clerics.

While working on the paper, the information about the clerics
who were punished by three categories of punishment - shot,
sentenced to imprisonment and exiled - was processed.

It should be said from the beginning that working on archival
materials about repressed persons is an enviable task, at the same time
it requires the greatest responsibility and is the most difficult in its
essence. The fact is that archival materials rarely contain information
about a person’s conviction for religious activities.

Below there are the articles of the Criminal Code of the Soviet
Socialist Republic of Georgia that deal with religious issues and the
articles according to which the clergy were tried.

Clergymen were tried mainly under the Article 58-10 (propaganda or
agitation, which calls for the overthrow, weakening or undermining of
the Soviet government, or for committing this or that counter-
revolutionary crime (Art. 58-2 of this Code), as well as the production,
storage or distribution of literature of the same content will lead to
imprisonment for a term not less than six months. The same act, if
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committed in times of mass unrest, or by taking advantage of the
religious superstitions and national prejudices of the people, or in war
conditions, or in a place where military rules are declared, will result
in social protection measure mentioned in Article 58-2 of this Code
[which means shooting, or declaring workers as enemies, expulsion
from USSR, etc.], or according to the Article 58-11 (any organizational
action aimed at preparing or committing the crimes provided for in
this chapter, as well as participation in such an organization that was
organized for the preparation or commission of one of the above-
mentioned crimes, causes the social protection measures mentioned in
the appropriate articles of this Code (at least the same punishment) for
the preparation and conduct of the crime) (The Criminal Code of the
Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia, 1928: 51).

For example, there was also the Article 58-21 - to incite national
or religious enmity (propaganda or agitation to incite national or
religious enmity or division, as well as the production, storage or
distribution of literature of the same content, will result in impriso-
nment for up to two years. The same action in the conditions of war or
mass unrest - imprisonment for at least two years, with the confis-
cation of the whole property or a part of it, and in particularly
aggravating circumstances, the measure of social security extends to
the highest measure — shooting, confiscation of property. [1930 April
6; Sec. IT (Law, Publication of 1930. N 10, Art. 122]) (style preserved).

Until 1939, according to the Criminal Law Code of 1928, Article
58-19 provided for exemption from military service due to religious
beliefs and enrolment of this person in the rear army during the
wartime, however, in 1939, the Soviet authorities cancelled the men-
tioned article and left only 58-18, in which the religious belief as a
reason for dismissal from military service provides for 5 years of
imprisonment (The Criminal Code of the Soviet Socialist Republic of
Georgia, 1928: 59-61). Special mention should be made of Chapter IV
of the Criminal Code (violation of the rules of separation of the church
from the state), which includes the articles of religious offenses: 128,
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129, 130, 131, 132, 133 (The Criminal Code of the Soviet Socialist
Republic of Georgia, 1928: 121-122).

Despite the fact that the Soviet government had openly declared
its fight against religion and adopted dozens of special resolutions for
this purpose, it rarely used the articles related to religious activities of
the above-mentioned Chapter IV of the Criminal Code against the
arrested person, which provided for a fairly light punishment and were
therefore unsuitable for carrying out full-scale terror. Therefore, the
arrested clerics were tried for treason, sabotage, espionage, speculation,
corruption or other anti-state activities.

The government mainly used the aforementioned Articles 58-10

and 58-11 of the Criminal Code against religious persons, which
envisaged much harsher punishments - shooting, exile, etc. It should
be noted that in the following years, the Code underwent several
revisions.
Due to this circumstance, while working on the archival materials, we
actually have to study all the persons who may have been imprisoned
for their religious activities. Thousands of cases have already been
processed by the working group, and the persons repressed on the
basis of religion are currently being identified and clarified.

Court decisions will also be presented in the book. We are
working in three directions. First, it is access to the archive of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, searching for relevant materials. Second,
these are archival materials of security, and the third, the party archive
of the Communist Party of Georgia - "Tseka" (Central Committee).

In general, it should be said that the communists announced the
fight against religion immediately after coming to power, when they
confiscated religious buildings and turned most of them into cultural
and educational institutions. Despite the fact that there were many
opponents of this government policy they still tried to implement the
party's resolutions.

In the materials obtained and studied by us, there are many
cases related to the repression of prominent clerics of the Georgian
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Orthodox Church, Catholicos-Patriarchs - Ambrose Khelaia, Kalistrate
Tsintsadze, Metropolitan Nazari Lezhava and others. Such cases are
kept in the so-called "Cheka Fund"#' They were charged with com-
mon accusation: "Membership of the Catholic Council; counter-rev-
olutionary activities; hiding church treasures; disobeying the govern-
ment's decree; use of treasures and property of the church for personal
gain" (style preserved). The case was transferred to the Supreme Rev-
olutionary Tribunal (Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of
Georgia, Fund Cheka, 1923: 319).

Apart from these kinds of accusations, priests were arrested and
sentenced to the highest punishment based on snitching and fabricated
reasons. If in the 1920s, shooting was replaced by many years of exile,
during the repressions of 1937 this kind of "relief" did not occur either.

The case of the priest - Kakhaber Davit son of Grigol, turned out
to be interesting, from which it became clear that the clergyman with
many children was sentenced to the highest punishment — he was shot
with confiscation of his personal property for slandering him of anti-
Soviet agitation, because a member of the party accused him of saying
to him "When will you go extinct?" (Archive of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of Georgia, Fund No. 6, 1924: 27-29).

Many clergy died in the rebellion of 1924, most of them are
without a case and we only have a list of them that they were shot
during the suppression of the rebellion. According to such lists, priests,
deacons, and monks are among those who were shot in Uezds (county)
according to the division of Georgia at that time.

Also, according to the Ministry of Internal Affairs archive Fund
No. 12-1, 23 clerics were shot in Gori Uezd alone. However, the cases
of several shot persons have also been survived, in which they were
accused of supporting the 1924 rebellion. Such is the case, for example,
of Ivane Tushmalishvili, son of Mikheil, who was shot because of

4l Cheka (Russian: Ypessruaiinas xomuccus (YK); Extraordinary Commission) - the first
Soviet state security service. It was founded on December 20, 1917, by Lenin's decree. In
1922, it was reorganized
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"engaging in A/S* agitation, which he especially intensified before the
August uprising ... he sympathized with and supported the leaders and
participants of the uprising..." (style preserved).

In 1924, a priest - Giorgi Inashvili son of Joseph was shot on

similar charges. In the same case, quite interesting documents are kept,
in particular, a letter from his daughter, where she described the
harassment because of their father in 1956 (in Russian). In this letter,
his daughter wrote that "this is an unjustified persecution, my father
was a priest who was shot for no reason in 1924." In the same case, an
official response letter admitted that "the sentence was too harsh" but
"there is no point in easing it up now" (style preserved) (Archive of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia, Fund No. 6, 1924: 80-84).
The repressions of 1937 were much more severe and brutal. The
deacon of Sioni Cathedral, Akhobadze Ambrose, son of Ivane, was
sentenced to 10 years because he preached to the youth. The charge
was as follows: “Because he served as a deacon of the Sioni Church,
engaged in religious activities among young people, ... he was engaged
in c/r* agitation in the church, was hostile towards the Soviet
government" (style preserved) (Archive of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of Georgia, Fund No. 8, 1937: 23).

In Manglisi, the priest Ermile Gogolishvili, son of Khosro, was
shot on the charge that he disrupted the meeting of the communal
farming and preached to young people to go to church. The accusation
was as follows: "Because, he was engaged in a/S and a/C “agitation in
the village of Ivanovka and nearby villages of Agbulakh-Manglisi
district. He was engaged in intensified agitation among the youth,
urging them to attend the church. He deliberately disrupted the
assembly of communal farmers. He urged the communal farmers not
to go to work on church holidays and to go to church" (style pres-

42 a/S — anti-Soviet
# ¢/t - counter-revolutionary
4 a/C — anti-Communist
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erved) (Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia, Fund
No. 8, 1937: 29).

Among the reasons for the shooting, could be the performance
of religious rituals, for example, the baptism of children. Clergyman
Pavle Dashniani, son of Samuel (the same Archimandrite Pimen) was
shot because "he was actively involved in the a/S agitation among the
population, urging everyone to baptize their children. During the year
of 1936, he was actively baptizing people in different villages" (style
preserved). (Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia,
Fund No. 8, 1937: 6).

It should be noted that a lot of important documents were found
in the materials preserved in the archive of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, among them, the icon of the Great Martyr St. Panteleimon the
Healer in the case of one of the repressed nuns was found to be inte-
resting, which was printed in 1896 in a topographical manner. As it is
clear from the letter, in 1924, the leader of one of the churches pre-
sented this icon to his spiritual son, a nun. It should be noted that both
of them, the monk and the nun, along with others, became the victims
of repression in 1929 (State Agency for Religious Issues, 2022).

Religious repressions were not carried out only in the 1920s and
30s. It was carried out with less intensity and perhaps with less seve-
rity before the collapse of the Soviet Union, an example of which is the
monk of the Zedazeni Church, Giorgi Moseshvili son of Pavle, arrested
in 1950, who was accused of preaching, baptizing young people, a/S
agitation and others. In the monk's file, there was a patriotic poem by
Kaikhosro Avalishvili, dedicated to the freedom of Georgia, which he
kept and which ended like this: "Encouraged by King Tamar, glorious
and powerful, enslaved by the Russians, deceived, hungry" (style
preserved) (Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia,
Fund No. 6, 1950: 19, 67, 159).

The priests of the Catholic Church of different nationalities
were not left "unaffected". Representatives of the Catholic Church
were often convicted of espionage (Article 58-6 of the Criminal Code
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of Georgia), since they had close relations with the Vatican and the
embassies of European countries. Akop Bagratyan son of Danil, Apos-
tolic administrator of the Armenian Catholics of the Soviet Union, was
charged with espionage. It was mentioned in the indictment that Akop
Bagratyan had been engaged in c/r activities through the Italian
consulate since 1927. He delivered diplomatic mail to the Vatican. He
was spreading slanderous information about the persecution of the
Catholic Church in the USSR. He worked to disrupt collectivization
and other important events of the Soviet government. He illegally sent
young people to theological academies in Italy and was connected to
the Vatican, from which he received large amounts of money. Bag-
ratyan was sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment.

Representatives of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church
were also affected by the repressions. It should be noted that in the
archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the case of the priest
Dursun (Grigol) Ter-Poghosov son of Grigol, from Shaumiani town-
ship, was found, who was accused of “conducting religious rituals,
engaging in anti-communal farming and anti-Soviet agitation among
the peasants when he arrived in the villages." He pleaded guilty in
part" (style preserved). He was sentenced to 10 years in a corrective-
labour camp (Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia,
Fund No. 8, 1937: 102).

In the Ministry of Internal Affairs archive Fund No. 8, the
protocols of the session of Cheka, GPU* and NKVD % about 35
Armenian clerics are also presented.

Among the searched materials related to Jewish religious
worshipers, the case of loseb Mirilashvili son of Filkhaz, from the

# GPU (Russian: Tocymapcreennoe momutuueckue ympabnenue (II1Y); State Political
Department, SPD) — first the State Security Agency of the RSFSR and then the USSR. It was
founded on February 6, 1922.

4 People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs, (Russian: Hapoamsiii komuccapuaT BHY>KHble
nen (HKB/I); - the central body of the state administration of the USSR in the fight against
crime and protection of public order in 1917-1946. Later it was called the Ministry of
Internal Affairs.
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village of Kulashi (Fund No. 6, archive N 372695), who was arrested in
1937 on the charge of spreading and agitating the Jewish religion
among the Jews (Article 58-10) and was sentenced to 10 years of imp-
risonment, turned out to be interesting.

Together with the clergy and separately, lay people were also
under repression on religious grounds. For example, in 1953, a case
was filed against a group of Jews, who were accused of holding a/S
gatherings since 1948 in various places of Batumi and of agitating
among the Jews living in the city, with the aim of emigrating to
Palestine: "They used synagogues for hostile purposes, where, under
the cover of prayer, they sang such songs that awakened the national
spirit among the Jews" (style preserved) (Fund No. 6; archive No.
5559).

As for the minor religious denominations, there were many of
them in Georgia from the very first years of the Soviet period. Already
from the 1920s, Baptists, Evangelicals, Pentecostals, Adventists, Sabb-
atarians and others appeared. Molokans and Dukhobors lived much
earlier.

Members of all these denominations, as can be seen from the
archive materials, were the representatives of various national groups
who came to Georgia - mainly Russians and Ukrainians. As for the
Baptists, in the materials of the archive we came across to three
Georgians in Kakheti and a relatively large group of them in Saguramo.

We’'d also like to point out that it is quite difficult to identify a
clergyman in these denominations according to criminal law cases,
since they do not identify themselves as a leader or a pastor, however,
by getting to know the cases well, it becomes clear who was the leader
of this or that denomination. In some cases, denomination is not
identified at all, because the investigators refer to them as a "religious
sect”, and in the interrogation protocols, the defendants repeat this
word and do not specify the confession.

As the study of criminal cases showed, in the early days these
minor religious denominations lived relatively compactly - for exa-
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mple, there was a large group of Pentecostals in Tbilisi (in the dorm-
itories of different factories) and in Chakvi. There were also several
groups in Rustavi, Ozurgeti and Sukhumi.

Thus, the "fight" against them took place in different ways — eit-
her they would let an agent into this group, or they would win som-
eone over from them. They especially oppressed those who, due to
their religious views, could not work on the Sabbath or serve in the
Red Army.

Repressions against Muslim clerics were widespread. It was
interesting to process the information about the demonstrations of
1928 in Adjara, which were caused by the government's policy of
removing head coverings (chador, hijab) for female Muslims and
closing madrassas.

It is clear from the materials of the case that the representatives
of the local government put pressure on the population by all means -
by intimidation, arrest, exile. They arrested peasants and clergymen in
order to carry out a repressive policy and to please the representatives
of the higher authorities. All this caused the indignation and dem-
onstrations of the population, mainly in Khulo and Keda Uezds. The
commission investigating the causes of the rebellion concludes that
these uprisings were religious, existential and not economic, caused
mainly by misdemeanours on the part of the representatives of the
local government of Khulo and Adjara.

It turns out that the repressions against the clergy in Adjara
started in 1928-1929, because the government tried to implement its
policy through the local clergymen, and against those clergy who were
not distinguished by open support of the government, secret cases
were created, like snitching and arresting. Already later, when mass
repressions began, it can be seen in the case of many clerics that they
participated in the demonstrations of 1928-1929, which were certainly
considered as anti-state actions ... (Archive of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of Georgia, Fund No. 14, 1928-29).
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In one of the cases, completely without grounds, citizens: Hus-
ein Beridze, Shai Iremadze, Osman Iremadze, Sefer Iremadze, Tashateg
Iremadze, Artmeladze and Vanadze, according to the accusation were
enrolled in the "Islamist Organization of Adjara" and "engaged in
agitation against the Soviet government, calling for an armed uprising"
(style preserved) (Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of
Georgia, Fund No. 6, 1930: 2-6).

It should also be noted that during the repressions in Adjara, the
article of the Criminal Code on smuggling was mainly used against the
clergy. The fact is that during this period the state border with the
Republic of Turkey was not yet closed, and the border population of
Adjara used to go to Turkey to buy necessary products. In the off-road
conditions of that time, it was more convenient for them, that's why it
was the easiest and most "convincing" to try the clergy under the
smuggling charge.

Repressions also took place throughout Georgia against non-
Georgian Muslims of other nationalities. Azerbaijani mullah Ali Ismail
Ogli, a resident of the village of Mamishlo, Bashkicheti (currently
Dmanisi) district, was accused of carrying out intensified counter-
revolutionary and anti-communal farming activities as a Molla¥ in the
form of religious rituals. The interrogation report cites that "... he
arrived in the village of Amamlo in order to pay respect to the late
Ibrahim Khalil-Oghli Soyun and during the prayer mullah Ali said that
according to the Qur’an, in the near future the Soviet government will
be overthrown and replaced by another government, the government
of the capitalists, and then the condition of the peasants would
improve, the communal farming would be dissolved, and therefore we
Muslims did not need to enter the communal farming, anyone who
was a member of a communal farming was considered an enemy of

4 Molla, correct form is "Mullah" (Arabic: 5\3, from Arabic master, lord, reverend) - a
religious servant of Islam, a scholar of the Qur'an and religious customs among Muslims.
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Magomed's*® people.”" He was sentenced to be shot with confiscation of
personal property (Art. 58-10; Art. 58-12) (style preserved) (Archive of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia, Fund No. 3, 1938: 5, 23).

From the case of citizen Mashad Mamed Agha Kishi-Oghli, who
was sentenced to 3 years of imprisonment (Art. 58-10), from the
village of Pakhralo in the district of Luxemburg (currently Bolnisi),
was a communal farmer, an "anti-Soviet element" closely related to the
Muslim clergy.

It can be seen from the testimony of February 6, 1931, of one of
the witnesses in his case, 23-year-old Ali Ashraf Rasul Zadeh, that the
Mullah Qurban Haji Hasan Oghli was engaged in anti-Soviet activities.
The witness noted that in the village of Parkhalo, the Mullah
organized a meeting twice, where Mashad Ali Kishi-Oghli and other
persons were present. The document states that:

"At the mentioned meeting, Mullah Qurban Haji Hasan Oghli
said that a crusade must be declared against the Soviet government,
because it oppresses our religion, they are teaching with a new
alphabet, the Koran is written in the old Arabic language, that the
young generation will not have the ability to understand the faith and
the Koran, that the religion will die and it is necessary to fight against
this government that destroys religion - that this government takes
everything from the people, they liquidated private trade and
property, that they enrolled their people, party members and
Komsomol (All-Union Leninist Young Communist League) members,
in cooperatives, that they do not give us anything, and that they
supply their own people ... that collective farming will be arranged in
such a way that the son will not recognise his mother and brother will
not recognise his sister...

Sheikh Qurban Khalil Oghli addressed the gathering, who repe-
ated the above mentioned words and added that he would organize a
crusade with the Muslim people to defend Islam from the infidel

* Tt refers to the Arab religious-political figure, the founder of Islam, the Prophet
Muhammad (570-632)
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Bolsheviks..." (style preserved) (Archive of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of Georgia, Fund No. 6, 1931: 15-16).

Ethnic minorities living in Georgia left a special mark in the
history of the last century. From the materials preserved in the archive
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the story of a German pastor
serving in Georgia was of great interest. On July 5, 1924, the Secret
Service Officer of the special commission, Ivane Zhukov, considered
the case of 36-year-old Woldemar Bauer son of Karl, of German origin,
a pastor of the Evangelical Church in Assureti, born in the colony of
Marienfeld, Tiflis Governorate. He was accused of opening a school in
his own house and illegally teaching the divine law to up to three
hundred students, baptizing children without registration, disobedie-
nce to the local government and anti-Soviet agitation, as a result "with
his long illegal work, he has a great influence on the villagers, he
damages the prestige of the government and especially the "name" of
the communists so much that the Germans regard every communist as
their sworn enemy" (style preserved).

The reason for his arrest was the disruption of the funeral rally
held in Assureti on February 27, 1924, for the death of Lenin. The
local authorities asked the pastor to reschedule the worship until the
next day, but Bauer did not agree to this, although he promised to
finish the service earlier. He did not keep his promise and ordered the
church bells to be rung at the appointed time. In addition, the village
orchestra was also involved in the case. The militsiya officer
Chachkhiani stopped the bells from ringing, but the pastor continued.
The chief of militsiya himself got involved in the case.

Finally, a funeral rally was held, but without the German
colonists. They stayed in the church and listened to the pastor's
sermon about Lenin. The next day, at 8 o'clock in the morning, Bauer
was summoned to the militsiya for an explanation, but he did not
appear because 8 o'clock was not working time. After that, Bauer was
arrested. According to the extract of the Presidium of the Extraord-
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inary Commission of July 19, 1924, Voldemar Bauer was sentenced to
expulsion from the USSR.

The pastor enjoyed great respect among the local population.
The Evangelical-Lutheran Society in Assureti appealed to the Tran-
scaucasian Extraordinary Commission to change its decision and grant
Bauer permission to stay in Georgia, which was categorically refused
on October 15, 1925 (Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of
Georgia, 2022).

After Sovietization, the main task of the Bolsheviks was to
remove the believers from the church. A whole system of anti-
religious propaganda-agitation was developed. In 1922, in order to
fight against religion and establish an atheistic society, the newspaper
"Godless” was published. On August 27, 1924, it was decided to create
an anti-religious organization at the assembly of the editorial office.
The charter was adopted and the central council was elected. This is
how the "League of the Militant Godless" was founded.

The need to establish the "League of the Militant Godless" was
highlighted even in Georgia with its ancient Orthodox traditions. The
"League of the Militants Godless of Georgia" was successfully involved
in the anti-religious campaign. In 1930, the University of Anti-
Religious Workers was opened in Tbilisi, the magazine "Godless of
Georgia" was created, the cover of the first issue of which can be found
in this link (Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia,
2016).

On December 5, 1928, a special resolution on socially harmful
elements was adopted. And on August 15, 1937, a special resolution -
arresting "family members of traitors to the motherland".

Such an immature and rigid policy was accompanied by mass protests,
which resulted in the government's decision to ban religion and
customs related to it.

Conclusion

In conclusion, we note that a unique publication will be issued,
which will be emotionally very hard to understand, since the materials
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collected in it refer to how people were imprisoned, exiled and
executed because of their beliefs.

It should be noted that the idea of the project was supported by
the Interreligious Council under the State Agency for Religious Issues,
in which almost all religious associations are represented, including
the Georgian Orthodox Church, historical religions and other minority
religions. Based on this, this project will contribute to the
strengthening of healthy dialogue and tolerant environment among
different religions, as well as between the religions and society in
Georgia.
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Abstract

After the terrorist attack organized by Hamas against Israel on
October 7, 2023, in response to which the military operation started in
the Gaza Strip, which still continues with more or less intensity after
half a year, and which turned into extreme tension between Iran and
Israel due to the subsequent events, the world faces the risk of a new
large-scale regional conflict. Due to the mentioned factors, there are
still questions about whether there is the smallest possibility of
resolving the conflicts that arise periodically for various reasons in the
Middle East region in a diplomatic way, or whether we have visible
examples of the mentioned phenomenon in the recent history of the
countries in the region. How open is the Muslim world to peaceful
conflict resolution? Which country represents the most successful
precedents in this regard, and which of the main branches in Islam are
more flexible in dealing with these challenges?

Events in the recent history of the Middle East are changing
with kaleidoscopic speed. There are frequent examples when yest-
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erday's opposing parties manage to normalize their relationship, e.g.,
the Abraham Accords between Israel, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Morocco, and Sudan (a little bit later), initiated by the
administration of former US President Donald Trump. There are cases
when partnership relations are temporarily interrupted and strained.
For example, the contention between the member states of the Gulf
Cooperation Council in 2017 on the basis of accusations of Qatar's
connection with Iran and support for terrorism, which lasted until
2021 (1).

Keywords: Conflicts; Union; Diplomacy; Oman; Ibadia/Ibadism

Contents

In the Arab world Some form of unification is particularly diff-
icult to achieve, and there have been a series of failed attempts: a
political federation between the Hashemite kingdoms of Iraq and
Jordan known as the Arab Federation in 1958 that collapsed in the
same year due to the coup in Iraq. (2) The political union between
Egypt and Syria known as the United Arab Republic existing in 1958-
1961. (3) The Federation of Arab Republics created by the initiative of
Muammar Gaddafi, one of the most prominent representatives of the
commitment to the idea of Arab unity who came to power in Libya in
the 1970s. (4,5,6) A trade agreement signed in 1989 by Algeria, Libya,
Mauritania, Morocco, and Tunisia known as the Arab Maghreb Union,
which was also intended to serve broader political goals later (7,8). The
United Arab Emirates can be considered as a separate successful
example (9).

It is necessary to note that in the circles of experts interested in
the issue and in a certain part of the scholars, in addition to political
motives, confessional motives are often considered as the causes of
conflicts, among which the Sunni-Shia conflict and its vicissitudes are
mentioned most often. The Sunni-Shia conflict has its own history,
which is a separate issue, and based on the situations developed in the
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background of the Syrian civil war, I support the opinion that the
mentioned conflict is more political than confessional, Sunni-Shia fun-
damentalism has many common features. In this regard, the editor of
Iraq Pulse section of Al-Monitor, researcher, professor and strategic
communication adviser to the Prime Minister of Iraq in 2020-2022, Ali
Mamour provides us with a very interesting analysis in his article (10).
Methodology

In order to discuss the mentioned issue once again and to ans-
wer the raised questions, the materials available in open sources and
the book of Valerie J. Hoffman, Professor Emerita at the Illinois uni-
versity, specialist in Islamic thought and practice, The Essentials of
Ibadi Islam, helped me to understand not only about the history of
Ibadism, its role in the Islamic world and the chronology of its deve-
lopment, but also as a phenomenon. The author herself is considered
one of the most competent contemporary researchers of Ibadi Islam. In
this book, the author does not neglect any researcher and specialist
who has worked on the mentioned issue. On the basis of comparing
and contrasting the materials and on the example of Sultanate of
Oman, I tried to outline how the factor of Ibadism contributes to the
formation of a unique domestic and foreign policy. Also what chal-
lenges can be overcome unlike other Muslim states.

After taking all the above-mentioned into account, in parallel
with Qatar, the example of Oman as a successful mediator between the
opposing parties is one of the most interesting events and in order to
see the created picture as a whole, the role of Ibadi Islam (Ibadism) in
the internal and foreign policy of Oman formed by Sultan Qaboos
attracts our attention.

Results

Based on the research methods used in the article and the
conclusions drawn as a result of the processed literature, I believe that
the following factors have been highlighted in the example of the
Sultanate of Oman: 1) The influence of Ibadi Islam on the ruling elites
and the majority of the believers of the country to a certain extent
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influences the fact that the followers of different branches in Islam and
the followers of other denominations peacefully live in one state; 2)
the country conducts successful diplomatic relations in almost all
directions; 3) In the complex geopolitical region of the Middle East,
along with Qatar, the Sultanate of Oman is not only a successful
mediator but also a connecting bridge at a certain level between states
with different interests in the region.
Discussion

Two main branches of Islam are known to the general public:
Sunni and Shia Islam. There is the third group, the Ibadis, separated
from the Muslim community as a result of the conflicts that began
after the Prophet Muhammad. They are mostly mentioned in footno-
tes by various authors as a division of the Kharijites since 657 AD.
Today, not a small number of Ibadis live in Oman, Zanzibar, Algeria,
Libya and Tunisia. They represented an important political and
theological force in the period after the apostle (11). Ibadis do not
identify themselves with any of the above-mentioned branches and
consider their sect to be the oldest and most genuine form of Islam,
which is shrouded in mysteries for the rest of the Muslims and many
scholars. Both Muslim and non-Muslim scholars often refer to them as
moderate Kharijites. Modern Ibadis consider it an insult. However,
they admit that their branch was created as a result of the separation
from Kharijites. In the last decades, the signs of convergence of Iba-
dism with Sunnism at a certain level have been revealed, and at the
same time, the mentioned branch shows considerable interest in
Kharijism as well. Unlike Sunnis and Shias, the followers of Ibadism
believe that becoming a Muslim caliph should not be determined by
family or tribal affiliation, or even by divine selection, but rather by
the choice of distinguished individuals representing the Muslim com-
munity. They consider the first four caliphs chosen by this sign. They
accept Abd Allah b. Wahb al-Rasibi as their imam, who was an early
leader of the Kharijites after the separation from the camp of Ali. The
Ibadis named their sect after Abd Allah b. Ibad (Abad), who broke a
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link with the Azariqa, the extremist branch of the Kharijites. The first
Ibadi state was established in 128/745 in Sana'a, northern Yemen by
Abd al b. Yahya al-Kindi (aka Talib Alhaq) and existed for three years.
Omani al-Jiandi b. Mas'ud, a follower of al-Kindi who was killed in
139/748, became the imam of the new Ibadi state, which was
overthrown by the Abbasids in 132-134/750-752. However, the Ima-
mate of Oman, founded in 177/793, has endured through centuries
(12). In the article, Oman attracts special attention in the sense that
Muslims following Ibadism make up 72% considering not only the
followers of other faiths but also the two most famous branches of
Islam mentioned above, and it was Sultan Qaboos, the highest ruler
following Ibadism who not only made the country one of the brilliant
examples of religious tolerance, but also established a visible example
of the policy of balance in terms of foreign political activity in the
recent history of the region and the political life of the country (13).

The Sultanate of Oman that is strategically located between the
United Arab Emirates, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Yemen, has had a
history of unique, independent, non-aligned, pragmatic and moderate
foreign policy since July 1970, after Qaboos bin Said came to power in
a bloodless coup in Muscat with the secret support of the British and
succeeded his father Said bin Taimur (b. 1910-d.1972, reign: 1932-
1970) on the throne.

In addition to successful domestic reforms, the sultan at the
head of the country turned Oman into an active regional player and
thus ended his father's isolationist policy. First, he established control
with the help of Iranian, Jordanian and British military forces in the
southwestern part of the country, where a rebellion inspired by
communist ideology broke out in the 1960s. In addition, in a few
decades, Oman became a modern and stable state where the followers
of all three streams of Islam - Sunni, Shia and Ibadi live peacefully
together with people of other religious confessions. The constitution is
the main statute of the country, which prohibits discrimination on
religious grounds, and according to the data of 2019, Oman was the
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only country in the Middle East in which there was no threat of
terrorism. Sultan Qaboos was an absolute monarch who held the posts
of Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, Minister of Defense and
Governor of the Central Bank. However, he had a circle of trusted
people and advisers. Along with the monarch, the bicameral parli-
ament was involved in the governance of the country - an appointed
upper house and a lower elective consultative assembly, as well as
various ministries. Such a governance system ensured turning the
population of the multiethnic country having different tribal char-
acteristics into a cohesive national civil society. The stable domestic
political situation allowed Sultan Qaboos to pursue a foreign policy
characterized by the following characteristics: independence policy
(acting freely), pragmatism (maintaining flexibility in reaching agr-
eements with major regional and global actors), moderation (avoiding
any kind of radical positions, and supporting a stable regional military-
political status quo), which in turn ensured Oman's foreign policy
interests. During the reign of Sultan Qaboos, the saying "the enemy of
my enemy is my friend" common in the Middle East changed into "the
enemy (Iran) of my friend (the United States of America) may still be
my friend" in the politics of Oman. During his rule, there were also
frequent cases when Muscat maintained an independent and pragmatic
position in regional and global affairs, which contradicted the interests
of its partners, the Gulf Cooperation Council, other Arab states, and
the United States of America. The foreign policy vectors of the Sult-
anate of Oman were also focused on three main directions: 1) Gulf
security, 2) Arab-Israeli conflict and 3) threats to global security.
During the Iran-Iraq War, when the Gulf Cooperation Council
members - Saudi Arabia and Kuwait sided with Iraq, the Sultanate of
Oman maintained positive relations with both sides in the war. In
1987, Reagan's initiative to change the registration and flags of Kuwaiti
oil tankers to allow the US Navy to escort them in the Persian Gulf
was resisted by Oman. That was to avoid a possible US-Iran war on the
one hand and human tragedies on the other hand. However, Muscat
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agreed to provide the United States with logistical support for its naval
escort, while at the same time they helped to repatriate Iranians
captured by the US fleet. After the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq in 1990,
Oman, together with the Gulf Cooperation Council cooperated with
the United States of America openly, actively and willingly for the
liberation of Kuwait, and at the same time, Muscat sought to stre-
ngthen political relations with Baghdad. In 1997-98, during the period
of UN-Iraq crisis over weapons inspections, they opposed the use of
military power by the US for forcing them to allow the United Nations
Special Commission to inspect their weapons potential. Oman has
maintained normal diplomatic and trade relations with Tehran amid
sanctions imposed by the Clinton administration against Iran and
Libya in 1996 and extended by George W. Bush in 2006. The main
principle of Oman's foreign policy was not to have unnecessary
enemies in the Gulf. Therefore, in 2003, Muscat openly opposed the
implementation of a military operation in Iraq by George Bush Jr., but
at the same time, as in the 80s of the 20th century, they provided
military logistical support to the United States of America quietly. As
for the Arab-Israeli conflict, Sultan Qaboos did not intervene in it
directly and frequently. He first took part in the issues related to the
mentioned problem in 1978-1979, when the Camp David Agreement
(1978) and the Egypt-Israel Peace Agreement (1979) were signed. In
this case, along with Sudan and Somalia, the Sultan of Oman opposed
the Arab League's call for its members to sever diplomatic relations
with Egypt. In the 1990s, along with the Gulf Cooperation Council, he
opposed the 2nd and 3rd economic boycotts against Israel. It was also
the first country among the Gulf states to host Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin in 1994 and Shimon Peres in 1996. During the 2nd
Intifada in 2000, despite the closure of Omani trade offices in Israel
and Israeli ones in Oman, Muscat came out in favor of the peace
process.

In 2015, Oman was the site of secret Iran-US talks to resolve
issues related to Iran's nuclear program. A little later, in order to
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maintain relations with Iran, Muscat did not get involved in the
military operation launched by Saudi Arabia and the member states of
the Gulf Cooperation Council in Yemen and preferred to play the role
of a mediator (14,15,16,17,18,19).
Conclusion

In conclusion, it can be said that unlike other Middle Eastern
countries, which rely on different ideologies and mainly make calcu-
lations on short-term prospects with rare exceptions, Oman's foreign
policy principles are based on the need for the development of
peaceful processes and negotiations. The following factors allow the
Sultanate of Oman to do this: First of all, Sultan Qaboos managed to
effectively eliminate polarization in the country. Unlike some leaders
of other Arab countries, he did not maintain internal stability through
terror, repression and dictatorship, but he was a popular leader among
the people of the kingdom of all confessions and political tastes. The
country had no opposition managed from outside, and had no terr-
itorial disputes with neighboring states. The minorities living in Oman
did not look for allies outside the country, as, for example in Afghani-
stan. Based on the above-mentioned, considering the fact that the
Muslims following Ibadism in their settlement areas even in Zanzibar,
Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia, have never been involved in any kind
of large-scale armed conflict and have not done any radical-extremist
activities (we mean civil conflicts in Algeria and Libya, as well as
political vicissitudes developed in Tunisia, the homeland of the "Arab
Spring"), it can be said that the government composed of Ibadi
Muslims, with the support of the followers of the same branch, makes
it quite possible to answer the research questions that were asked at
the beginning of the paper. In particular, resolving conflicts in the
Middle East through diplomatic means is possible by maintaining
relations with partners with different political tastes and interests.
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Abstract

Thilisi, the capital of Georgia, has long been a cultural and poli-
tical crossroads between Europe and Asia. Following the establishment
of Russian Empire control over Georgia in 1801, Tbilisi underwent a
significant transformation in its political function. In this context, the
information provided by Europeans regarding the ethno-religious
composition of the population of Tbilisi, as observed during their visits
to the city in the nineteenth century, is of interest. In order to invest-
igate the question that has been posed, a variety of sources were
consulted, including materials from the archives of the Viennese castle
(France), information from travellers' notes and the Parisian press. A
comprehensive comparative analysis was conducted to elucidate the
ethno-religious composition, social affiliation, customary practices,
and occupational distributions within the Tbilisi population. The
group of European travellers comprised a diverse cohort of educated
individuals.
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A review of the available evidence indicates that the majority of
Thilisi's population was composed of Armenians and Georgians, with
relatively small groups of Muslims, including Tatars and Persians. In
the early years of the nineteenth century, Russian military officials
and soldiers began to settle in Tbilisi. In the 1920s, Armenians and
Germans began to emigrate, prompted by a complex array of factors
including military, political, religious, and economic considerations.
The accounts of travellers are predominantly constituted by informa-
tion gathered in a variety of settings, including streets, markets, cara-
vans, and receptions held by local authorities. This material illustrates
how the heterogeneous population of Tbilisi, comprising Ossetians,
Lezgins, Persians, Circassians, Dagestanis, French, German colonists
and numerous other groups, in addition to the multiplicity of langu-
ages and costumes, has contributed to the city's distinctive cultural
tapestry.

While the data collected from travellers is not entirely devoid of
subjectivity, this material serves as an invaluable resource for research.
In light of the aforementioned evidence, it can be posted that Tbilisi
assumed a significant multicultural role throughout the nineteenth
century. This was evidenced by the coexistence of representatives of
diverse nationalities and religions, which was a defining feature of the
city.

Keywords: Tbilisi; European travellers; ethno religious composition;
Georgians; Armenians; Muslims; Germans.

Introduction

The city of Tbilisi, the capital of Georgia, has historically served
as a nexus of cultural and political exchange between Europe and Asia.
During the nineteenth century, when the city was under the control
of the Russian Empire, it underwent significant changes. In the
nineteenth century, the political function of Tbilisi underwent a
fundamental transformation following the establishment of Russian
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Empire control over Georgia. From its earliest origins, the city has
undergone substantial changes. In this context, the information pre-
served in the writings of foreigners travelling to Georgia for various
purposes about the ethno-religious composition of the Tbilisi popu-
lation is of interest, as it provides insight into the demographic makeup
of the city at the time.

In order to investigate the question that has been posed, a num-
ber of different sources have been consulted. These include the publ-
ished works of European travellers, articles from scientific journals and
archival material from the Chéiteau de Vincennes. To conduct a
comprehensive analysis of materials pertaining to the ethno-religious
issue in Thilisi, a meticulous methodology was employed. This invo-
Ived a comprehensive examination of the data. The collected material
was subjected to thematic classification, comparison and careful anal-
ysis with the objective of identifying the ethno-religious composition,
social affiliation, customs and occupations of the population of Thbilisi.
It is noteworthy that the data collected from European travellers freq-
uently exhibits a high degree of similarity. The findings of our research
are presented in the article below.

The city of Thilisi in the 19th century. On 12 April 1802, the
nobility of the Kingdom of Kartl-Kakheti was convened in the Sioni
Cathedral to receive the news of the abolition of their kingdom and its
incorporation into the Russian Empire. Subsequently, the kingdom
was designated a governorate of Georgia, with its capital in Tbilisi. In
February 1803, General Pavel Tsitsianov (Tsitsishvili), who had been
appointed commander-in-chief of the Georgian province (1802-1806),
initiated the emigration of members of the royal family of Kartl-
Kakheti to Russia. The advent of this new political situation gave rise
to ethno-religious shifts within the population of Tbilisi, which was
observed by foreigners visiting Georgia for a variety of reasons during
the 19th century.

In his work, the Belgian colonel Rottier, who served in Georgia
between 1811 and 1818, states that the Russian government relocated
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members of the Erekle II family to St Petersburg and other cities in the
interior of the empire for the sake of the country's peace and pros-
perity. The government granted them pensions in accordance with
their dignity and political rank. Furthermore, the colonel references
the account provided by the priest of St George's Chapel, Onisime
loseliani, concerning the apprehension of the last queen of Kartl-
Kakheti, Mariam Tsitsishvili, and her subsequent exile to Russia with
her minor children, at the direction of Prince Paul Tsitsianov49. It
appears that the news of the protection of the royal honour by the
Georgian Queen generated considerable interest in Europe. This sec-
tion of Rottier's work was published in English in Great Britain in
1829. Subsequently, in 1845, the French historian Frédéric Lacroix
incorporated this subject into the concluding chapter of his book,
entitled Russia's Policy towards the Conquered Peoples50.

The process of Thilisi's development began after the end of the
First Russo-Iranian War of 1804-1813, during the reign of General
Yermolov (1816-1827). On the General's orders, the Turks and Pers-
ians who had been captured dismantled the ruins of the city, and
engineers extended and paved the streets in separate sections. The
construction of barracks began in the city. According to Sir Robert
Kerr Porter, the Governor General — Yermoloff chose his residence on
the gentle slope of a hill facing the river, with a beautiful view of the
Caucasian mountains. This building, together with the arsenal, the
hospital, the churches, and a few villas in the neighbourhood, were the
only structures in or near the place that reminded one at all of Europe.

49 Rottiers, Itinéraire de Tiflis & Constantinople, par le Colonel Rottiers, commandeur,
chevalier de différens ordres, membre de plusieurs académies, etc. (Bruxelles: Czes H.
Tarlier-Libraire, 1829), 73-81.

50 The London Literary Gazette and Journal of Belles Lettres, Arts, Sciences, Etc, N 658, 29
August, 1829; Frédéric Lacroix, Les mystéres de la Russie: Tableau politique et moral de
I'Empire russe d'apres les manuscrit d'un diplomat et d'un voyageur, Paris, Pagnerre -
Editeur, 1845, (,Politique de la Russie envers les peuples conquis“) 441-445.
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The rest was purely Asiatic, but very different from the European idea
of that term — gay minarets, painted domes and gilded trelliswork51.

In his description of Thbilisi, the French poet Henri Cantel
observed that the city was situated indolently on a river between the
Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, effectively serving as a meeting point
between Asia and Europe. Twenty distinct religious traditions and
twenty different ethnic groups coexist in the city, creating a rich tap-
estry of cultural and religious diversity. The convergence of these div-
erse elements offers a unique opportunity for travellers to experience a
fascinating blend of contrasts and traditions. In his description of
Thilisi, the French diplomat Jules Patenotre characterised the city as a
hybrid, in which the most diverse elements are juxtaposed but do not
blend together. The French writer Gaston Sansrefus described Tbilisi
as a notable city with a distinctive character. This can be described as a
sort of vast caravanserai where Christian Europe, characterised by its
politeness and civilisation, and infidel Asia, which is often perceived as
undisciplined and barbaric, converge. In their writings, Pharamond
Blanchard and Jean Carol correctly identified Tbilisi as the citadel of
the Christian East52.

Since the 1820s, European travellers have distinguished between
two distinct sections of Tbilisi: the old eastern city and the new Rus-
sian-European city. They have characterised it as a city of contrasts.
One district may be characterised as European, exhibiting a layout and

51 Jacques-Frangois Gamba, Voyage dans la Russie méridionale, et particuliérement dans les
provinces situées au-dela du Caucase, fait depuis 1820 jusqu'en 1824 (Paris: Chez C. J.
Trouvé), II, 156-157; Sir Robert Ker Porter, Travels in Georgia, Persia, Armenia, Ancient
Babylonia During the Years 1817, 1818, 1819 and 1820 (London: Printed for Longman,
Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1821-1822) I, 117.

52 Pharamon Blanchard, “Voyage de Tiflis a Stavropol, par le défilé du Darial (1858)”. Le
Tour Du Monde, I (1860): 114; Henri Cantel, “Le Prince Domenti, scénes de la vie
géorgienne”, Revue des deux Mondes, vol. 40 (1862), 707; Jules Patenétre, “Un voyage
d’hiver au Caucase — De la Mer-Noire a la Mer Caspienne”, Revue des Deux Mondes, VI
(1874), 88-89; Ernest Orsolle, Le Caucase et la Perse (Paris: Plon, Nourrit et Cie, 1885), 47;
Jean Carol, Colonisation russe, les deux routes du Caucase. Notes d'un touriste (Paris:
Librairie Hachette et Cie, 1899), 25.
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architectural style reminiscent of St. Petersburg or Moscow, with wide
boulevards and a multitude of official institutions. In contrast, the
Asian locale presented a more vibrant and dynamic visual landscape,
characterised by its intricate network of narrow and winding streets.
The contrast between European and Asian influences in the urban
fabric of Thilisi was a source of fascination for foreigners. Yerevan, or
Theatre Square, constituted a neutral space between Eastern and
Russian-European cities. Asia was situated in close proximity to this
square, which served as the epicentre of Eastern commercial activity,
namely the market. Since the 1880s, European travellers have divided
Thilisi into three distinct urban areas: the historic eastern section, and
two European-style cities. The two European cities were designated
Golovinsky Avenue, along with the adjacent thoroughfares, and Yer-
evan Square, and the area of the German Colony, which was inco-
rporated into Thilisi in 1865. The city's division reflected the diversity
of its population53.

The population of Thilisi in the markets, streets and gardens.
Throughout the 19th century, foreign travellers described the inha-
bitants of Tbilisi. The city's diverse ethno-religious composition was
most evident where people were constantly on the move — in the city's
streets, markets and gardens. The Tbilisi market was an essential tou-
rist route for foreigners. Merchants from various eastern countries —
Iran, Turkey, noble Bukhara, Kandahar and other cities — lived in
caravanserais — a kind of hotel. Camel caravans brought Persian and
Indian goods from Baku and Shemakha, and Turkish goods from Poti
and Kutaisi, giving Tbilisi a special look and enlivening the environ-
ment.

There you could meet the owner of all Caucasian trade, an Arm-
enian, often already dressed in European clothes; an always cheerful,

53 Jean de Ponteveés de Sabran, Note de voyage d'un hussard — Un raid en Asie (Paris:
Calmann Lévy, 1892), 59-60; Francis Drouet, De Marseille 8 Moscou par le Caucase (Rouen:
Imprimerie de Espérance Cagniard, 1893), 99; Jules Leclercq, Du Caucase aux monts Alai,
Transcaspie-Boukharie — Ferganah (Paris: E. Plon, 1890), 6.
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wine-loving Georgian face; a red-bearded Tatar in a huge Astrakhan
hat; a tall, thin Persian in a long national dress with a high hat on his
head; or a stylish Russian lady in new gloves and, according to the
latest Paris fashion, an Armenian almost wrapped in black or white
chada. A grizinka with a white veil looked impressive; Circassians in
Circassian dress, beautifully dressed Ossetians, Dagestanis in turbans
with shining weapons, flattering Jews, strong bodies in black felt hats,
Lezgins with sharp profiles and aquiline noses, German colonists in
old-fashioned suits, Balkans in traditional fustanella skirts, impover-
ished Greeks, Turks in baggy trousers, Tatars in sheepskin hats, Ming-
relians in burkas, Russian uniforms, European civilian clothes, and so
on. There were strange, narrow-eyed Tatars and Turkmen from nor-
thern Persia everywhere, greeting each other in unknown guttural
languages. From sunrise to sunset, everyone was hurrying and
bumping into each other in the narrow, crowded market streets. The
French industrialist Alfred Koechlin-Schwartz, impressed by what he
saw, wrote: “What types in this crowd! What colours! You are ready
for exclamation: Give me a palette! For God's sake, a palette! But what
can we do? It is all too beautiful to transfer to canvas”.

According to data from 1845, 1448 out of 1826 artisans in Tbilisi
were Armenians. So, it was not surprising that almost all the Georgians
in Tbilisi knew Armenian, and almost all the Armenians knew Geor-
gian, Tatar, Persian and other tribal languages. So, it was not surprising
that almost all the Georgians in Tbilisi knew Armenian, and almost all
the Armenians knew Georgian, Tatar, Persian and other tribal langua-
ges. Later, the British diplomat Augustus Henry Mounsey called the
market the Babylon of languages. Georgian and Armenian were the
dominant languages, and Tatar was the lingua franca of the Maidan.
Russian slowly crept into all areas, especially petty trade and nego-
tiations. The British diplomat Augustus Henry Mounsey called the
market the Babylon of languages. Georgian and Armenian were the
dominant languages, and Tatar was the lingua franca of the Maidan.
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Russian slowly crept into all areas, especially petty trade and negoti-
ations.

In Thilisi, the key point between Europe and Asia, sometimes
merchants from Paris, couriers from St Petersburg, merchants from
Constantinople, English military men from India — Calcutta and
Madras, Armenians from Smyrna and Yazd, Uzbeks from Bukhara
arrived at the same time. After the construction of the Tbilisi-Baku
railway (1883), and later (1888) to Samarkand, Tbilisi was visited by
many French travellers, who passed through Tbilisi on their way to
Persia and Central Asia; the different physiognomies, languages, costu-
mes and weapons of these foreigners were a strange mixture of
European customs and Oriental luxuries. According to a Russian dip-
lomat, Ivan Golovin, Tbilisi could be compared to Prague for its gen-
eral aspect and to Cairo for its concourse and active life. As posited by
Belgian traveller Carla Serena, Tbilisi represents a microcosm of the
Caucasus, encompassing a multitude of ethnic and cultural groups54.

54 Jules Pichon, Notes sur la Perse. 1852. Service historique de ’Armée de Terre, Perse 1807-
1857, 1M, n°1673, cachier 43; Floriant Gille, Lettres sur le Caucase et la Crimée, (Paris: Gide
— Libraire-Editeur, 1859), 262, 267; Jean-Pierre Moynet, “De Bakou a Tiflis 1859”, Texte et
dessins de M. Moynet. Le Tour du monde, Vol. I, Paris (1860), 318; Tinco Martinus Lycklama
A Nijeholt, Voyage en Russie, au Caucase et en Perse exécuté pendant les années 1866, 1867
et 1868. I (Paris-Amsterdam: Arthus Bertrand, Libraire-Editeur C. L. Van Langenhuysen,
Libraire-Editeur, 1872), I, 424; Géorges Bell, “Dix jours a Tiflis”, L'Tllustration Journal
Universel, 1868, 5 septembre, 156; Douglas W. Freshfield, Travels in the central Caucasus
and Bashan (London: Longmans, Green, & co. 1869), 101-103; Augustus Henry Mounsey, A
Journey through the Caucasus and the Interior of Persia (London: Smith, Elder & Co., 1872),
39; Max Franz Guido von Thielmann, Streifziige im Kaukasus, in Persien und in der
Asiatischen Tiirkei von Freiherr Max von Tthielmann, (Leipzig: Verlag von Duncker &
Humbolt, 1875), 179-180; John Buchan Telfer, The Crimea and Transcaucasia; being the
narrative of a journey in the Kouban, in Gouria, Georgia, Armenia, Ossety, Imeritia,
Swannety, and Mingrelia, and in the Tauric range (London: H.S. King & Company, 1876), I,
158-159; Carla Serena, Mon voyage; souvenirs personnels: De la Baltique a la mer Caspienne
(Paris: Maurice Dreyfous, 1880), 88; Koechlin-Schwartz, Un touriste au Caucase: Volga,
Caspienne, Caucase (Paris: ]. Hetzel &Cie, Editeurs, 1881), 265-266; Walter B. Harris, From
Batum to Baghdad Via Tiflis, Tabriz, and Persian Kurdistan. (Edinburgh: W. Blackwood &
Sons, 1896), 41; Joseph de Baye, Tiflis: souvenirs d'une mission. Extrait de la «Revue de
géographie», dirigée par M. L. Drapeyron (Paris: Edition Nilsson, 1900), 12-14, 20, 31.
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The writings of travellers contain very interesting information
about the clothing, characteristics and lifestyle of the main population
of Thilisi at that time.

Georgians. In her account of Tbilisi during the years 1811-1812,
Frederika von Freygang, wife of the Russian diplomat Wilhelm von
Freygang, observed the significant role of the bathhouse in the lives of
women in the city. As in other Eastern European countries such as
Persia, Turkey, Moldavia and Wallachia, women were subjected to
specific cosmetic procedures following their bathing in Thbilisi baths.
She notes that a session in the bathhouse vaults, followed by an hour
of sleep and a bowl of fruit, is a highly agreeable experience, even for
Europeans. Despite the bathhouse's lack of aesthetic appeal, she has
developed a fondness for it, at the risk of becoming somewhat Georg-
iane. In this way, she associated the custom of Georgian or Armenian
Christian women going to the bathhouse with Eastern, Muslim cult-
ure, and emphasised her belonging to Western culture. In his account,
Staff Captain Maurice Kotzebue notes that men in Tbilisi would typi-
cally spend their Saturdays at the bathhouse, where they would engage
in various leisure activities, including smoking tobacco, feasted on
wine and cheese feasts, and playing the guitar. For women in Thbilisi,
the bathhouse served as a kind of beauty parlour, while for men it
functioned as a tavern.

From the outset of the 19th century, the Russian government in
Thilisi endeavoured to integrate itself into the local upper echelons of
society. The writings of European travellers indicate that this process
commenced with the incremental adoption of European fashion and
the organisation of balls. As recorded by Frederica of Freygang, wife of
General Paulucci, commander-in-chief in Georgia (1811-1812), every
evening local noblewomen were received in Georgian dress, including
Erekle II's daughter, Orbelian's wife Tekle, who conducted herself
with the dignity befitting her status. The general attempted to enc-
ourage the Georgian ladies to adopt a more European style of dress.
Freygang notes that the general expressed a desire to replace the
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traditional costume with clothing more akin to that worn by women
in Europe. Some Georgian ladies have already begun to experiment
with this new style.

In the late 1830s, the Englishman Thomas Alcock noted: “They
adopt partially European habits, and are divided in this manner, as
well as geographically, between the Persians and Russians: they sit
cross-legged, but not on the ground like the Persians, having a sort of
sofa; they do not eat without knives and forks, but have one perhaps
between two or three; a single plate also frequently serves the whole
party. Their dress is not the large flowing robe of the south, nor is it
the tight coat of the north; it is a medium, and a very pretty costume-a
full frock coat with large open sleeves, a sash round the waist, a long
waistcoat reaching nearly down to the knees, closed in front, and a
Persian cap and slippers”.

During the tenure of the Russian governors of Georgia and the
Viceroys of the Caucasus, representatives of the former Georgian royal
family and wealthy Georgian and Armenian princely families such as
the Eristavs, Tumanovs, Chavchavadze, Karganovs, Andronikovs and
Orbeliani gathered around senior Russian civilian and military offi-
cials. At the balls held in the palaces of the Russian rulers, the Geor-
gian and Armenian ladies who danced the mazurka and the quadrille
were dressed to the highest Parisian standards. The chiefs of the
various Tatar and Circassian tribes invited to these balls, dressed in
magnificent clothes and adorned with the most expensive weapons,
stood out from this social circle where the dominant language was
French and the clothes were black tails.

Throughout the 19th century, they paid special attention to
describing the clothing of Georgian women and men, which they
associated with their ethnic identity. When describing women's clot-
hing, many travellers focused particularly to the women's headdress —
thavsakrawi (053L030930). Some travellers considered Georgian
women beautiful, while others thought that such classically beautiful
faces became banal when repeated in every person.
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French Lieutenant Camille-Alphonse Trézel observed that the
courageous Georgians shared the French notion of honour, demonstr-
ating their capacity for engaging in a duel. The French artist Jean-
Pierre Moynet compared Georgian men to the Belvedere of Apollo.
Bold and chivalrous, Georgian men loved to show off, to indulge in
luxury, to carry well-decorated weapons, and they had a taste for hor-
ses and Kakhetian wine. According to the English journalist Walter B.
Harris, the Georgian's pleasantness and dandyish manner made him a
likeable person wherever he went. However, their love of pleasure
often led them to spend more than they could afford, and they fell into
the hands of Armenian usurers. The Georgian nobility consisted mai-
nly of military men, some of whom also held government posts. At
various parties and balls, noble Georgian men and women appeared in
European clothing, and their original and elegant national costume
was gradually being supplanted by European fashion — it became good
style to appear European.

European travellers have mostly given us descriptions of the
upper classes of Thilisi, with whom they had relations, but they also
give us information about the lower classes. If a man spent his life
outside the home, a woman took care of the family, and her greatest
pleasure was to go to the bathhouse once a week with her numerous
friends and relatives and take part in family celebrations. Important
events in the life of a Tbilisi family were baptism, marriage and

funeral55.

55 Camille Alphonse Trézel, Notice sur la Géorgie, Chateau de Vincennes, Service historique
de 'Armée de Terre (SHAT), 1M n°1486, Russie jusqu'en 1811, 31.05.1809, doc. 13, fol. 31-
32; Freygangs, Lettres sur le Caucase et la Géorgie, suivies, d’'une relation d'un voyage en
Perse, en 1812 (Hambourg: Chez Treutter & Wurtz, 1816), 117-120; 151-153; Moritz
Kotzebue, Reise nach Persien mit der Russisch Kaiserlichen Gesandtschaft im Jahre 1817
(Weimar: Hoffmannische Hofbuchhandlung, 1819), 36-37; Thomas Alcock, Travels in
Russia, Persia, Turkey and Greece, in 1828-9 (London: E. Clarke and son, 1831), 29-31, 33-
34; Dubois de Montpéreux, Voyage autour du Caucase, III, 252-253, 257-258; Moynet,
Voyage de Bakou a Tiflis 1859, I, 326-327; Cantel: “Héraklés, scénes de la vie géorgienne”,
Revue des deux mondes, vol. 46 (1863): 451-454; Lycklama A Nijeholt, Voyage en Russie, I,
415-417, 429-430, 452; Orsolle, Le Caucase, 47-48; Pontevés de Sabran, Note de voyage d'un
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Armenians. Situated on the left bank of the Kura River, the sub-
urb of Avlabari, connected to Tbilisi by a bridge, was inhabited by
poor Tatars, Kurds and a colony of Armenians who had fled mainly
from the Yerevan area during the first Russian-Iranian war of 1804-
1813. Colonel Rottier considered the Armenians to be the most suit-
able subjects for the Russian Empire.

In 1817, an English officer John Johnson provided a comprehe-
nsive account of a dinner he attended at the residence of Prince
Bebutov. The guest was treated to a variety of Caucasian and Georgian
dances, performed by both men and women. Johnson offered a sca-
thing critique of the attire and cosmetics of the women in attendance,
asserting that their silken garments were anachronistic and their
headdresses lacked elegance. The women's footwear, characterised by
high heels, was in green and blue, and their facial features, defined by
arched eyebrows, were particularly striking. Furthermore, he observed
that the women's demeanour was characterised by reserve and aloo-
fness. Johnson noted that such behaviour was not uncommon among
the inhabitants of a country that had long been under Muslim rule.

The most important figure in the Armenian emigration to Tbilisi
was Nerses, the Patriarch of the Armenians, who escaped from the
Etchmiadzin monastery in 1822. He was well aware of the Russians'
plans and ensured that they were carried out. He tried to revive the
national character in all parts of his diocese by spreading education.
Thanks to his efforts, a large caravanserai was built in the new part of
Thilisi in 1820 and a school for Armenians in 1824.

hussard, 65, 392-393; Armand Pierre de Cholet, Excursion en Turkestan et sur la frontiére
russo-afghane par le comte de Cholet (Paris: E. Plon, Nourrit & Cie, 1889), 22-23; Leclercq,
Du Caucase aux monts Alai, 11; Jules Verne, Claudius Bombarnac, carnet d'un reporter a
l'inauguration du grand Transasiatique (Paris: J. Hetze et Cie, 1892), 6, 9;, Victor Dingelsted,
“La population du Caucase et la ville de Tiflis”. Extraits d'une communication faite a la
Société de géographie de Genéve le 27 janvier 1894. Le Globe. Revue genevoise de
géographie 33 (1894), 83-85; Harris, From Batum to Baghdad Via Tiflis, 38-39, 49-51, 78-79;
Gaston Sansrefus, De Paris & Tiflis. Impressions de route (Paris: Ernest Flammarion, Editeur,
1897), 445.

173



In the 19th century, Georgia's weakness was the absence of an
intermediate class between the nobility and the peasantry, which was
filled by the Armenians. The Armenians formed a significant part of
the population of Thilisi, and travellers unanimously described them as
calm, quiet, obedient, intelligent and persevering people. They were
undoubtedly the most capable of conducting business among the
inhabitants of the East. All the trade of Transcaucasia and Thbilisi was
in the hands of active and enterprising Armenians. They clearly und-
erstood that money was the greatest power in modern society. Thr-
ough diligence and hard work, and sometimes by dishonest means,
they often amassed great fortunes. Armenians took care of their
children's education, employing Swiss governesses.

A less beautiful and less lazy Armenian woman was a much
better housewife than a Georgian woman, and therefore Armenians
usually managed the family better. The French writer Henri Cantel
writes in his story "Erekle, Scenes of Georgian Life": "Asians are only
looking for a reason to be happy, Armenian weddings are celebrated
with great pomp in rich families, and almost with luxury in poor
ones". In this story he describes the wedding of Tamara, daughter of
Pitsurkhan, a distinguished Armenian from Tbilisi, which was atten-
ded by Ivane Mirzoev - a famous Thbilisi industrialist, merchant of the
first guild, titled adviser and philanthropist.

Marriage to an Armenian woman was considered a mesalliance
by Georgians, but this did not prevent many impoverished and
bankrupt princes from marrying the daughters of wealthy money-
lenders in order to improve their financial situation. In one of his short
stories, "Tavadi Domenti, Scenes of Georgian Life", Henri Cantel also
touched on this subject.

Lady Mary Leonora Sheila was surprised to find that the high
post of military governor of Thilisi was held by a ‘Georgian-Armenian’
general, Bebutov, who had distinguished himself in the Turkish and
Persian campaigns. According to them, Russia was more cosmopolitan
than England. According to her, the Georgian man was bold, wild,
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reckless, extravagant, and the Armenian was mean, submissive, timid,
always looking for profit. Armenians held very high positions in the
civil and military administration of Russia, as well as in industry, trade
and finance56.

Muslims. Jules Leclerc noted that Tbilisi had been under Persian
rule for a long time and that the old part of Tbilisi retained a distinctly
Persian appearance. The Persians there could be recognised by their
long, dark clothes and black conical hats. In addition to merchants,
many Persians from western and northern Iran came to the Caucasus
each year in search of fortune. Every year at least 50,000 subjects of
the Shah of Iran came from the west and north of Iran to seek their
fortune in Transcaucasia. Among them were real craftsmen, especially
excellent stonemasons.

According to Frederica von Freygang, Jafar Qoli Khan of Sheki
accepted Russian citizenship and held the rank of lieutenant general.
He resided in Thilisi and attempted to adopt European rules, while
simultaneously maintaining Persian traditions. According to Charles
Belanger, in 1825 the ambassador of Fath Ali Shah, the Beglarbegi of
Tabriz, Fath Ali Khan, was in Tbilisi to ratify the Treaty of Gulistan,

56 John Johnson, A Journey from India to England, 243-244; Charles Paulus Bélanger,
Voyage aux Indes Orientales, par le Nord de I'Europe, les provinces du Caucase, la Géorgie,
I'Arménie et la Perse, suivi de détails topographiques, statistiques et autres sur le Pégou, les
iles de Java, de Maurice et de Bourbon, sur le cap de Bonne-Espérance et Sainte Hélene
pendant les années 1825, 1826, 1827, 1828 et 1829 (Paris: Authus Nertrand, Libraire-éditeur,
1838), II, 103-105, Lady Mary Leonora Sheil, Glimpses of Life and Manners in Persia. - With
Notes on Russia, Koords, Toorkomans, Nestorians, Khiva, and Persia. With Illustrations
(London: John Murray, 1856), 61-63, 65; Cantel, “Le Prince Domenti”, vol. 40, 707-732;
Lycklama A Nijeholt, Voyage en Russie, I, 413-414, 423, 430-431; Bell, “Dix jours a Tiflis”,
155-157; Thielmann, Le Caucase, la Perse, 80; Koechlin-Schwartz, Un touriste au Caucase,
269-270; Orsolle, Le Caucase, 48-49; Napoléon Ney, En Asie Central & la vapeur: La mer
Noire, la Crimée, Le Caucase, la mer Caspienne, les chemin de Fer Transcaspien, 1'Asie
centrale, Merv, Bokhara, Samarkand. Notes de voyage (Paris: Garnier Fréres - Editeurs,
1888), 441; Dingelstedt, “La population du Caucase”, 76, 86; Carle Leféevre-Pontalis, De Tiflis
a Persépolis: Erivan, Tabriz, Téhéran, Ispahan (Paris: Librairie, Plon, 1894), 9-10; Albert
Ponset, Volga-Caucase-Géorgie. Notes de voyage (Montpellier: Imprimerie Gustave Firmin et
Montane, 1899), 14; Joseph de Baye, Tiflis: souvenirs d'une mission. Extrait de la «Revue de
géographie» (Paris: Edition Nilsson, 1900), 12.
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prepared by General Yermolov. The Khan was well acquainted with
European customs, having lived for a long time in St Petersburg,
where his father held the rank of colonel in the Russian army until his
death. From 1828, Persians who emigrated from the province of
Yerevan were Russian subjects and volunteered to serve in the Russian
army and administration. Their knowledge of Oriental languages made
them useful helpers in the Asian provinces of the empire. Most of
them often reached important positions. They were, however,
excellent gentlemen, many of whom spoke excellent French. In 1848,
Bahman Mirza, the fourth son of Abbas Mirza, who had emigrated
from Persia for political reasons, was resident in Thbilisi.

The Turkic-speaking Muslim population, known to travellers as
the Tatars, were a poor, intelligent and hardworking people. They
worked as porters, using heavily loaded camels and mules, which were
the traditional means of transport for trade between the Caspian Sea
and Iran. Some Tatars were involved in agriculture and livestock bre-
eding, which was of great importance to Tbilisi, as they supplied the
city with almost all its wheat, butter, eggs and other necessities.

According to Armstrong (1828), during the Second Russo-Ott-
oman War the pashas of Kars and Bayazid were kept in Tbilisi on their
word of honour. Between 1,600 and 1,800 Turkish prisoners were held
in and around the city and given various tasks. Bodenstedt's most
revered literary companions were the Circassian singers and theo-
logians of Thilisi, including the poet Mirza Shafi Vazeh, known as the
'Sage’ of Ganja, the sage Mirza Yusuf of Baghdad and the scholar Abbas
Kuli Khan.

Baron de Baye provides information on Abdoussalam-Akhou-
nde-Zadé, the spiritual leader or Sheikh al-Islam of the Transcaucasian
Shiites. He was appointed to this position by the ruler of the Caucasus.
The Sheikh al-Islam exerted considerable influence over his co-belie-
vers. Among the numerous Muslims in Tbilisi, there were also Sunnis,
whose spiritual leader was titled Mufti of Transcaucasia. Mosques for
both the Shiites and Sunnis were located in Tbilisi. Baron de Baye
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posited that the more civilised Tatars could act as a counterweight to
the imperial government against other local elements whose power
sought to dominate.

George Bell noted that Tbilisi was a city in the Caucasus where
conflict and violence were rare, despite their almost constant presence
in such close proximity, especially when different religions and cult-
ures were involved57.

Catholics. The Catholic population. Gamba and Bélanger obse-
rved that in Thilisi, a city with a diverse population of individuals from
numerous nationalities residing under the governance of Russia, which
was renowned for its tolerance, there existed a remarkable assortment
of religious edifices. The religiously diverse population of Tbilisi
included adherents of Greek, Catholic, Muslim and Armenian faiths,
who were able to practise their respective religions without restriction.
In a manifesto issued by Alexander I on 12 September 1801, it was
stated that “every inhabitant of Kartl-Kakheti will retain his rank, reli-
gion and personal security”.

In the initial decades of the 19th century, Philippe da Forano,
the Prefect of the Missions in Georgia, resided in Tbilisi for a period
exceeding twenty years. He was well versed in the characteristics of
the Georgian and Armenian populations, which contributed to the
growth of the Catholic community. In 1825, the number of Catholics
of both sexes in Tbilisi was 600. By 1834, this figure had decreased to
341. Nicholas I adopted a negative stance towards the activities of the
Capuchins. According to Countess Suzanne, an Orthodox woman who
had converted to Catholicism prior to her demise, she had previously

57 Freygangs, Lettres sur le Caucase et la Géorgie, 143-149; Bélanger, Voyage aux Indes
Orientales, II, 49, 95-96, 100-105, 121; Friedrich von Bodenstedt, Tausend und Ein Tag im
Orient (Berlin: Verlag der Deckerschen Geheimen Ober-Hofbuchdruckerei, 1850), I, 245-
247, 297; Friedrich von Bodenstedt, Tausend und Ein Tag im Orient (Berlin: Verlag der
Dederschen Gebeiinen Ober — Hofbuchdruckerei, 1854), II, 149-151; Lycklama A Nijeholt,
Voyage en Russie, I, 350-351, 440; Bell: 1. “Dix jours a Tiflis”, 157; 2. “Dix jours a Tiflis”, 171-
172; Orsolle, Le Caucase, 48-49; Leclercq, Du Caucase aux monts Alai, 9; Lefevre-Pontalis,
De Tiflis a Persépolis, 10; Baye, Tiflis, 23, 26.

177



renounced her religion and died a Catholic. Despite the clandestine
nature of the endeavour, the authorities eventually became aware of it
and informed the priest that any further involvement would result in
his deportation to Siberia. The Russian government sought to establish
a single religion, and those who resisted this were regarded as adv-
ersaries. On 1 January 1845, Friedrich Bodenstedt himself observed the
removal of the elderly Capuchin monks from Thbilisi by the Cossacks
and the police58..

German colony and other Europeans. The text is incomplete. In
the period between 1817 and 1820, General Yermolov, acting on the
orders of Alexander I, established eight colonies of Wiirttemberg Ger-
mans in the province of Tiflis. The Germans were provided with land,
housing, livestock and seeds. It was anticipated that their presence
would have a beneficial impact on the local agricultural sector and on
the development of various handicrafts. Furthermore, it was hoped
that the people of the East would share the secrets of European culture
through interaction with them. In 1830, there were 35 families resi-
ding in the German colony of New Tiflis (Neu-Tiflis), located near
Thilisi. By 1840, this number had increased to 40 families. The one-
storey wooden houses and gardens of the settlers exhibited a frugality
and respectability that characterised the people. Additionally, they
were proficient craftspeople, deriving sufficient income from their
work to support the pastor and the Lutheran church at their own
expense. The activities of the colony were overseen by a family cou-
ncil, which collaborated with the governor of the province to ensure
the collective interests of all members were upheld. The Germans who
emigrated from Wiirttemberg retained their language and customs,

58 Rottiers, Itinéraire de Tiflis 2 Constantinople, 105; Gamba, Voyage dans la Russie méri-
dionale, 168-169; Bélanger, Voyage aux Indes Orientales, II, 31; Dubois de Montpéreux,
Voyage autour du Caucase, III, 243, 236, 261; Le Comte de Suzannet, “Les Provinces du
Caucase sous la domination russe. La Géorgie, le Daghestan, le littoral de la mer Caspienne et
les rives du Kouban”, Revue des Deux Mondes, 4/26 (1841): 92-93; Friedrich von Bodenstedt,
Die Volker des Kaukasus und ihre Freiheitskdmpf gegen die Russen (Berlin: Verlag der
Dederschen Geheimen Ober — Hofbuchdruckerei, 1855), I, 20-21.
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intermarried and spoke almost no Russian. Their homes were clean
and comfortable. They traded food products in the Tbilisi markets, had
a brewery, and there were skilled craftsmen among them. Friedrich
Bodenstedt likened the German colonists to the "broad-shouldered
Argonauts of the Neckar", who settled in the vineyards on the fertile
banks of the Mtkvari, maintaining their language and customs. In Avl-
abari, on the Sands, the German Salzman had a residence of notable
aesthetic appeal and comfort, which was utilised to receive travellers.
In 1864, 1,100 individuals of German nationality were recorded as
residing in the city of Tbilisi. By 1876, this figure had risen to 2,000,
and by 1899, it had reached 2,000 persons.

The European colony of Tiflis was predominantly French. One
of the initial settlers in Tbilisi was a former soldier of Napoleon's army,
Jean-Paul, who was a prominent figure in Tbilisi. He was captured in
1812 and subsequently accompanied the Russian general to Thbilisi as a
cook. Following the general's departure, he remained in the city and
operated a highly successful restaurant for several years. In the 1830s,
a French colony was established in Tbilisi by individuals from France
who were invited by Jacques-Francois Gamba, the inaugural French
consul in the city. The objective of their arrival was to facilitate the
development of the extensive Imereti region, which had been best-
owed upon Gamba by the Russian government. The majority of these
individuals were engaged in commercial activities, primarily the silk
trade, jewellery, hairdressing and sewing. A notable proportion were
milliners. The Russian nobility resident in Tiflis had access to a diverse
array of French fashion items, which were gaining traction among the
Georgian and Armenian aristocracies. The French and Swiss who
settled in the recently developed area of Tbilisi were involved in the
production of wigs and confectionery for the aristocracy. Among the
largest and most prominent commercial establishments in this newly
established city were those belonging to Messrs. Delsolmes, a prom-
inent trading company specialising in novelties. The three principal
hotels were managed by French nationals. The Hotel d'Europe,
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situated on Place d'Erivan, was owned by Barberon; the Hotel du
Caucase was managed by Delalande; and the Hotel de Londres was
owned by the Lecomtes. On 14 July 1889, a young French student,
Auguste Lacoin de Vilmorin, attended a convivial banquet in the
Barberon's gardens, where more than sixty individuals had assembled.
In commemoration of this festivity, the military orchestra performed
the Russian anthem “God Save the King”, the French “Marseillaise”,
and, in recognition of the Belgian attendees, the Belgian national ant-
hem “Brabangonne”. By 1858, the French colony in Tbilisi had reached
a population of over 150 individuals. By 1864, this number had incr-
eased to 200, and by 1876, it had grown to 300. By 1899, the popul-
ation had reached 400.

In Erivan Square, part of Galavinsky Boulevard and some of the
streets leading to it, there were numerous shops and even some large
stores run by Europeans, Russians, French, Germans, Italians and Gre-
eks. Some were very well stocked and decorated with all the luxuries
of great European cities. Mr. Glaser, a luxury ironmonger, an excellent
Wurtemberger, and the great German bookshop. There were also
music shops very well stocked with pianos, which were rented as in
Europe.

The works of European travellers contain information about
notable Europeans who visited Tbilisi during the nineteenth century.
Joseph Camberlain, a Belgian national, resided in Tbilisi from 1816 to
1821 and was subsequently appointed as an architect in Georgia. The
Swiss merchant Castellasi was granted a ten-year privilege by the Rus-
sian government to improve silk yarn. In 1848, the French magician
Rudolf was invited to Tbilisi, and in 1888, the famous Foss, a German
Hercules with incredible strength, performed in the Tbilisi Circus. The
curator of the Tbilisi Museum of Natural History was the renowned
German scientist Gustav Radde. The Italian artist Ludwig Longo resi-
ded in Thilisi for an extended period 59.

59 Kotzebue, Reise nach Persien, 41; Lyall, Travels in Russia, I, 507-508; Gamba, Voyage
dans la Russie méridionale, 51, 56, 154; Jean-Charles de Besse, Voyage en Crimée au Cavcase,
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Russians in Tbilisi. The Russians in Tbilisi consisted of families
from the military and civil bureaucracy, as well as soldiers' families.
The significantly lower cost of living in Tbilisi compared to St. Pete-
rsburg and Moscow prompted many officials of various ranks to requ-
est transfers to the city.

On the occasion of St. George's Day in the autumn of 1856, the
French artist Pharamond Blanchard was present at a banquet held by
the Viceroy of the Caucasus, Alexander Baryatinsky, in the palace
garden. All those who had been awarded the Order of St. George were
in attendance, numbering approximately seven hundred individuals,
comprising generals, officers, and soldiers. Given the frequency of mi-
litary operations in the Caucasus, this figure was not unexpected.

Viktor Dingelstedt noted that Russia had succeeded in Russif-
ying the upper classes of the former Georgian capital, at least in appea-
rance. Moreover, Russians themselves formed a significant part of this
new class. In contrast to the English system, the Russian bureaucracy
employed Thbilisi natives at all levels of civil and military service. This
situation was described as an infusion of new blood into the Russian
bureaucracy, with the implication that the most capable individuals
were more useful to the government because of their superior unde-
rstanding of local idioms and customs. In his view, it was up to Russia

en Géorgie, en Arménie, en Asie-Mineure, et a Constantinople, en 1829-1830 (Paris:
Delaunau-Libraire, 1838), 376; Frédéric Dubois de Montpéreux: 1. Voyage autour du
Caucase, III, 238; 2. Voyage autour du Caucase, chez les Tscherkesses et les Abkhases, en
Colchide, en Géorgie, en Arménie et en Crimée. Avec un Atlas géographique, pittoresque,
archéologique, géologique etc. (Paris: Librairie de Gide, 1840), IV, 223-224; Bodenstedt, Die
Volker des Kaukasus, I, 115-117; Ida Pfeiffer, Eine Frauenfahrt um die Welt: Reise von Wien
nach Brasilien, Chili, Otahaiti, China, Oft — Indien, Persien und Kleinasien von Ida Pfeiffer,
geb. Neyer, Verfasserin der ,Reise einer Wienerin ins heilige Land" und der ,Reise nach
Island und Scandinavien“. Wien: Verlag von Carl Gerold, Pfeiffer, 1850), 265-266; Ivan
Golovin, The Caucasus (London: Triibner & Co., 1854), 92; Lycklama A Nijeholt, Voyage en
Russie, I, 350-351, 440; Thielmann, Streifziige im Kaukasus, 179; Telfer, The Crimea and
Transcaucasia, I, 146, 154; Orsolle, Le Caucase, 48-49; Ponteves de Sabran, Note de voyage
d'un hussard, 390; Auguste Lecoin de Vilmorin, De Paris a Bombay par la Perse. Illustrations
d’apres les photographies rapportées par auteur (Paris: Libraire de Firmin-Didot et Cie
imprimeurs de I'Institut, 1895), 26.
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to assimilate the disparate nations of the Caucasus, a process so succ-
essfully undertaken by ancient Rome in its conquered provinces 60.

Holidays in Thilisi. Travelers give us information about religious
holidays. As observed by Pharamond Blanchard (1857), Jean-Pierre
Moynet (1859) and Tinco Martinus Lycklama a Nijeholt (1866), on the
day of the consecration of the water, individuals attired in a plethora
of Asian costumes populated Mtkvari River Beach. This was a stark
contrast to the black robes of the clergy and the brilliant uniforms of
civil and military officials. Upon the sounding of the noon bell from
Metekhi Castle, a cannon was fired, prompting an immediate rush into
the icy stream by the populace, some of whom were mounted on hor-
ses. A variety of vessels were used to collect the baptismal water. The
people of Thilisi believed that this cleansing ritual would remove their
sins. This scene is depicted in Blanchard's painting.

As reported by Jean-Pierre Moynet, the entire city of Tbilisi was
engaged in celebratory activities in observance of Christmas. From the
streets, from windows, and from balconies of residential buildings,
men discharged rifles; such incidents occasionally resulted in casu-
alties, yet they were largely ignored.

In accordance with the account provided by Lycklama a Nijehol,
the streets of Tbilisi were particularly vibrant on the day of St. Nino's
name. Nino was a common name among Georgian women belonging
to noble families, and carts would traverse the city at considerable
speed, bearing men who sought to extend their greetings to acquain-
tances named Nino on this occasion.

In their respective accounts, Pharamond Blanchard (19.04.
1857), French writer Henri Cantel (15.04.1860), Count Jean de Pon-
teves de Sabran (6.05.1888), French scientist Madame Belloni Chantre
(13.04.1890) and English journalist Walter B. Harris (14.04.1895) des-
cribe the Easter celebration as observed in different years in Tbilisi.

60 Blanchard, “Voyage de Tiflis...”, I-II. Paris. 1860, 115. Lycklama A Nijeholt, Voyage en
Russie, I, 447-448; Ney, En Asie Central a la vapeur, 441; Dingelstedt, “La population du
Caucase”, 86.
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As evidenced by the reports, the table was set in each residence
on Easter. In a gesture of equality before God, in full view of all, the
men kissed their servants three times and uttered the sacred phrase,
“Christ is risen!” In response, they affirmed, “Indeed risen!” Blanchard
posits that individuals bestowed one another with red eggs crafted
from a variety of materials, including wood, porcelain, and other more
costly substances. In the words of Henri Cantel, Easter was a "holiday
of holidays" for Eastern Christians, particularly for Georgians. This ass-
ertion is supported by Cantel's own account in his narrative, “Ereklé,
Scenes of Georgian Life.”

In his publication, Count Jean de Ponteves de Sabran noted that
women and girls from Tbilisi were attired in white garments adorned
with lace and ribbons on Easter. Meanwhile, civil servants and mili-
tary personnel were clothed in their respective parade uniforms. Indi-
viduals attired in festal garb held a customary pie or a symbolic lamb
in their hands. In accordance with the information provided by Count
Jean de Ponteves de Sabran, following an exquisite lunch at Mr. Rich-
ard's, which brought together the most prominent French individuals
in Tiflis around a lavish Easter cake, he proceeded to attend the solemn
Easter reception held at the palace of Prince Dondoukow-Korsakow,
the governor of the Caucasus. Additionally, he observed that indiv-
iduals who engaged in the act of kissing in the morning were subse-
quently involved in a conflict that resulted in the splitting of skulls at
night; at ten o'clock in the morning, the valet of the French consul,
Eichen, was observed to be covered in blood. According to traveller,
this was not an uncommon phenomenon among the Caucasian popu-
lation, since men were armed every day, as was the case in France
during the mobilisation.

In accordance with Belloni Chantre’s account, the Tbilisi market
was replete with lambs and sheep, an assortment of breads and pies of
varying dimensions and shapes, and other assorted items on Easter. In
the Armenian households, the table was lavishly set with an array of
meats and fish. Walter Harris attended the Easter service at the Sioni
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Temple. In his subsequent written account, he noted: “Easter Sunday
was High Holiday; every man, woman, and child in their best clothes,
intent upon pleasure and enjoyment, and the public gardens were
thronged, while military bands made music. What an echoing and re-
echoing of congratulations! what a bowing to the revered ikons at the
church doors and street corners! and, as the day progressed, what a
number of men who had enjoyed themselves a little too much! But
there was no fighting, no roughness, and the police are lax upon this
great feast, and, as long as no fighting takes place, do not interfere. The
streets are full of hurrying droshkies, with their burdens of officers in
uniforms and ladies, paying their visits of congratulation, or driving to
the palace. Ay! Easter Sunday in Tiflis is a sight to be seen, and never
have I witnessed, in spite of its various nationalities, a better-behaved
crowd—though sometimes far from sober—than thronged the streets
and gardens on this feast-day”61.
Conclusion

As a result of the conducted research, it became obvious that if
at the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries the permanent population of
Thilisi consisted of Georgians, Armenians and a small number of
Muslims, then in the first years of the 19th century Russian military
officials and soldiers joined the population of Thbilisi. In the 1820s
Armenians and Germans began to emigrate for military, political,
religious and economic reasons. Apart from them, several hundred
Persians, several dozen Greeks, French and Jews lived in Tbilisi. The
people of different nationalities whom foreign travellers encountered
in the streets, markets and caravanserais of Tbilisi should therefore be

61 Blanchard: 1. “Prazdnik sviatova crestchenia. Yordann. 6/18 Janvier a Tiflis et Sainte-
Petersbourg. Sainte-Petersbourg 7/19 janvier, 1858”. L'Tllustration, Journal Universel, N 782,
XXXI, 1858: 115; 2. “Voyage de Tiflis”, II (1860): 116; Moynet, Voyage de Bakou a Tiflis
1859, 1, 327; Cantel, “Héraklés, scénes de la vie géorgienne”, vol. 46 (1863): 451; Lycklama A
Nijeholt, Voyage en Russie, au Caucase, I, 429; Ponteves de Sabran, Note de voyage d'un
hussard, 392-393; Belloni Chantre, A travers 1'Arménie russe. Ouvrage contenant 151
illustrations gravées d'apres les photographies prises par M. Chantre et 2 cartes (Paris,
Imprimerie Hachette, 1893), 4; Harris, From Batum to Baghdad Via Tiflis, 49-51.
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distinguished from the permanent residents. For Russian military and
civilian officials, staying in Tbilisi was a long-term migration; for mer-
chants of various nationalities, craftsmen from different parts of the
Caucasus, Iran and Turkey, and those who came to look for work, it
was a seasonal migration; for those who came to trade in the markets
from the outskirts of Thilisi, it was a daily or pendular migration.

The population of Tbilisi was comprised of individuals belon-
ging to four principal religious communities. These were: the Ortho-
dox Church, which included Georgians, Russians, and Greeks; the
Armenian Apostolic Church, which was followed by Armenians; the
Muslim faith, which was practised by Tatars and Persians; the Catholic
Church, which was adhered to by Italians, French, and a small conti-
ngent of Georgians and Armenians; and the Protestant Wiirttemberg
Church, which constituted a distinct community.

For numerous travellers, Tbilisi represented a locale where the
Eastern and Western hemispheres intersected, not merely in a geogra-
phical sense, but also in terms of cultural and political divergences.
The accounts of travellers about Georgia, regardless of the length of
their stay, are not entirely immune to a certain degree of subjectivity.
Nevertheless, this is precisely the information about Georgia that the
educated European reader received. The significant corpus of materials
collected by these travellers constitutes an invaluable resource for res-
earch, and this is why their writings are so important. In light of the
above evidence, it became evident that Tbilisi played a significant mul-
ticultural role throughout the nineteenth century. This was evidenced
by the coexistence of representatives of different nationalities and
religions, which constituted an integral aspect of the city's identity.
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Abstract

In the article, we discuss the Sufism, Mouridism and "Rind" phe-
nomenon in the North Caucasus during the 19th century. This time,
we demonstrate the existence of the "Rind" phenomenon and how
mountaineers and Hadji Murat were related to it. We offer a sample
taken from a processed Georgian National Archive document.

Without the "Rind" phenomenon, I think, Hadji Murat and the
mountaineers of North Caucasus would never have overthrown the
cruel and unjust imam Khamzat-bek.

Keywords: North Caucasus; Sufism; “Rind”; Hadji Murat.

Introduction

In the 19% century in the North Caucasus the Russian Empire
faced Mouridism. Imam Shamil's struggle against the Russian Empire is
known as Muridism, because his fighters were also his Sufi followers -
"murids" in Arabic, %« (Kmsim.2004:332-333). Comparing processed
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documents of the Georgian National Archive with the scientific works
of V. Gabashvili, E. Javelidze, M. Vachagaev, H. Danogo, F. Takh-
naeva, and etc., it becomes evident that the Mouridism and the “Rind”
phenomenon strengthened mountenieers as worthy fighters. By
uniting mountaineers, Imam Shamil was able to form a force that the
Russian Empire had to be reckoned with (gureshidze, 2024:3).
Methods

We were able to view Hadji Murat from a different way by
comparing archive materials with scientific literature and conducting
an objective analysis.
Results

Sufism was a character trait, a way of life and an ideology of the
mountaineers. "Imam Shamil worked tirelessly to strength his power.
There is no doubt that he constantly tried to defend and support the
fanatical idea of Ghazawat in mountaineers and constantly strive them
for freedom fight against Russian Empire. Kazi-Molla really believed
his true teachings, he sought to save both the populace and himself.
And Khamzat-bek, as an ambitious man, tried to become the owner of
Avaria and all of Dagestan” (Fond-1438, Desc-1, Doc-127, p. 14-15). In
regarding to Hadji Murat, I think that he carried the character of
“Rind”. As “Rind” phenomenon indicates that “Rind” is not only justi-
ce but also strives for its reinforcement and restoration and stands by
those who are oppressed.
Discussion

Let's examine the definition of “Rind”. E. Javelidze notes that
the dervish’s were belonged into different branches and orders. Some
scholars think that there were up to 60 dervish orders, Mirza Kazim-
Bey considers that there were no more than 35 dervish orders.
Typically, these orders were divided into indigenous, main orders and
their branches. 12 are considered the main, primary branches, and 36-
secondary branches (Javelidze, 2010:8).
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To put it briefly, these dervishes had a significant impact on
society."In the eyes of Muslims the dervishes were so sent that they
almost ranked above the Koran". That is why they felt comfortable in
all Muslim countries and moved freely. They were the most dangerous
and untouchable political agitators who opposed the existing gover-
nment system (Javelidze, 2010:9). Wanderers and free dervishes have
been the starting point of every rebellion in the city. All riots and
rebellions had anti-Sunni and anti-state character, but they were
hidden behind a dervish ideology, however, the common people or the
city's lower class was the main driving force behind the insurrection.
“Ovbash”, “Shutars” represented the small merchants and the poor
strata of the city. Additionally, "Airuns" (wanderers, vagrants) who
were particularly active in Iran cities belonged to this stratum. Later,
in the Turk-Seljuk era, first appears the term “Runud” (singular
“Rind”), the semantics of which also changes in a certain way over
time: free, willful, fearless, rebellious, etc (Javelidze, 2010:9).

The most active groups in the Near and Middle East cities in the
eleventh century were the “Ayar”, “Ovbash”, “Rind”, and “Isma'ilis”.
Even though they didn't have a formal program, they had similar
beliefs and goals, and the most significant of which were raids of the
nobles and merchants. Wanderers and free dervishes were the starting
point of every rebellion in the city. One note-worthy aspect is that the
“Ayars” and "rebellious vagabonds" damaged and set fire the wealthy
people's caravans, huts, and houses, but never oppressed the "weak and
poor." So it is quite natural that they were very well-liked and loved
by the populace, but at the same time simultaneously caused intense
resentment and abhorrence in the upper class (javelidze,2010:13).

“Ayrun”, “Ovbash”, “Shutar”, “Rind”, “Fithian”, and “Javanm-
ard” were the members of the same social circle that has developed str-
ong relationships with the city's lower class. Moreover, most of them
came from these strata and actively participated in the uprisings. They
supported the common, unjustly oppressed people and mercilessly
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attacked the rising feudal lords, burning and destroying their houses
and property (Javelidze, 2010:164).

According to V. Gabashvili, "the Rinds were merchant-artisans,
and their social and legal standing set them apart from large merc-
hants." By ideology, they were Sufi followers and entered into the craft
corporations to safeguard themselves against exploiters and to mai-
ntain unity. They also had Shiite attitude, which was usual for small-
time traders and craftspeople who were involved in the urban social
movements (Javelidze, 2010:172).

Although “Rind's” social face is thoroughly reflected in V. Gab-
ashvili's works, but according to E. Javelidze, this term needs some
clarifications and comments. The “Rind’s” were not engaged in trade
or crafts, notwithstanding the possibility they were among tiny mer-
chants and artisans. The fact is that the so-called “Rind” is not
identified as a master or disciple of any craft, in “Fiitiivvet-nime”
“Rind” is not mentioned as artisan. This makes us think that their con-
nection with artisans and small traders was temporary and arose
during times of unrest and riots. In such a situation, the “Rinds” bec-
ame active, supported the rebellious lower class, and even led their
uprising. However, after the rebellion was suppressed, they disapp-
eared as quickly as they had suddenly appeared. According to the
historical information that has reached us, we can conclude that the
“Rinds” were a group of armed young men belonging to the “Futiivvet”
brotherhood, who, along with their physical abilities, we're well ver-
sed in martial art (Javelidze, 2010:172-173). As far as known, the
“Rinds” were a group of young people with weapons or a military unit;
2) They took part in riots and struggles; 3) They opposed the oppr-
essors and fought against injustice; 4) They attempted to resolve the
issue through the use of force; 5) They maintained their own ideo-
logical stance and did not compromise their principles (Javelidze,
2010:177). J. Trimingham observes how the mystical brotherhoods
were socially structured. The impoverished, the dispossessed, and the
urban middle class-traders, peasants, craftsmen, civil servants, students
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from religious schools, low-ranking clergy, etc.-were undoubtedly the
social base core of Sufism (at least since the 10th century)
(TPUMUWHI'DM, 1989:7-8).

M. A. Mamatov thinks that political and socioeconomic factors
had a direct impact on the rise of Sufism. The intense ideological
conflict that emerged between the 9th and 11th centuries involved the
interests of the widest range of social classes, including dervishes,
artisans, and members of the feudal nobility (MAMATOB, 2011:87).

Several British orientalists discovered a remarkable religious ev-
ent that radically changed their understanding about the East.
Successful scientists were associated with the British East India Com-
pany, Sir William Jones (1794) and Sir John Malcolm (1833). In their
historical and literary discoveries about the East, they began to look
for some kind of mystical form of religion. So-called Sufis met them in
every mosque; they looked much more attractive than the Turks of the
Ottoman Empire, who at that time threatened to conquer Christian
Europe. The aforementioned Sufis were poets who wrote poems to
happiness and wine drink. They also loved dancing and music and
were filled with love (3prcr, 2002:29). "Rind's" whole philosophy of
life is in Hafiz's laconic phrase: "Not a single second without wine, not
a single hour without love", analysts claim, that alcohol represents a
spiritual ecstasy, loved person in his poetry is a symbol of God (Abd-
aladze, 1.:152).

The documents from the National Archive of Georgia, an article
of Simon Esadze, the scientific studies and Islamic encyclopedia (su11-
ukionexuyeckuii crosappy 1991:126; XAI3UEB 2018:22), shows that
Sufism was prominent in the North Caucasus prior to the moun-
taineers war for independence in XIX century. The "Rind" phenom-
enon found expression in the liberation war led by Imam Shamil,
because the “Rind” phenomenon already existed in the freedom-loving
character of Naib Hadji Murat and mountaineers combat skills and
selfless fighting. Imam Shamil was able to consolidate the Chechens
and turn them against the common foe. The National Archive of
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Georgia maintains the following historical paper, which serves as an
example of the “Rind” phenomenon. We present the small part from
the article: A plot against Khamzat. A plot against Khamzat-bek was
prepared in Khundzakh at the same time as he was hoping to take over
Dagestan®. Osman and Hadji Murat, the two brothers who lived in
Khundzakh, were renowned for their bravery and heroism in a variety
of situations. One day, the brothers started praising themselves in front
of their father, recalling their own accomplishments. P. Takhnaeva
(TaxmaeBa: 2019:158), based on M. Alikhanov (Asnwuxamos, 1895-
1896:172), states that the identity of the head of Khamzat-bek’s plot is
unknown; nevertheless, given that the father of Haji Murat passed
away four years prior®.

The father replied: "My children should be ashamed to boast
your bravery in front of me, as I see you as nothing and do not want to
acknowledge you as my children. I think you are rather a coward and
poor in spirit."?

% Moshe Gammer, in his book "Illamun Mycynsmanckoe Comporusnenne Llapusmy", talks
about the activities of Khamzat Bek and notes: "Despite this, the Russians perceived the Imam as
a growing threat, especially after he recognized and sided with the Indiria” kumik” Hadji-Tasho,
a prominent military leader in Chechnya. The Russians began to prepare for a military campaign
against the new imam, which soon became unnecessary. On September 19, Khamzat-bek, who
had come to perform the Friday afternoon prayer, was killed at the entrance to the mosque in
Khundzakh. The murder was motivated by personal, not political, interests: The murder was led
by sun of the nurse Avari Khan, whose motive was the tradition of revenge. I disagree with
Moshe Gamer's assertion that this deed was a result of the slaughter tradition and that the
Russians were preparing for an attack against the Imam. Because of the following factors, the
mountaineers already carried a negative charge in the direction of Khamzat-bek: 1. The Imam's
defeat of the Avaria khans. 2. The mother of the Khan was cruelly and unfairly murdered, and
customs in the mountains were disregarded. 3. The primary one is the well-known “Rind”
phenomenon which was in the character of the mountaineers. And the Imam's murder was
organized in the forge. M.I'ammep. Illamun Mycymsmanckoe Comporusienue Illapmsmy.
3aBoeBanue Yeunu u Jlarectana — M.: «kKPOH-TIPECCy», 1998. (c1p. 83-107)

% An examination of Hadji Murat's life and struggles reveals that “Rind's” phenomenon served
as the murderous act of retaliation against Hamzat-bek. Thus, it is unnecessary to debate whether
or not a certain personality preceded this retaliation. (Note of- M. Gureshidze)

7 Following detail, which Takhnaeva mentions, states that Hadji Murat told Loris Melikov that
he was afraid and fled after Khan’s murder, but this humiliation was continually served as
motivation to become more brave in the future. IILM TaxnaeBa. XAJ/DKU-MVYPAT
XADKUMYPAJL 3 XYH3AXA. Mocksa 2019. (ctp. 122)
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The children asked their father to tell them what they were
guilty of. They couldn't understand why he was insulting them in this
way.

Children, pay attention to me. “The finest Khan was Sultan Ah-
mad. I became Umma Khan's father, and you became his brothers. He
left us son to nurture. He raised us up to his family's level. After
Hamzat killed Umma Khan, how do you look into our friends eyes and
grow so proud of your achievements in front of your own father? I am
old and weak, but despite this, tomorrow I will kill Khamzat; let him
kill me too; and you, brave men, who are like women, live in peace."

The children were deeply affected by father's remarks; they
cried and replied, "Well, tomorrow we will go and kill Khamzat, and if
we survive, we will appear before you with a bright face."

The father complimented their decision and said: “congrat-
ulations, children, on your good deed; Allah will be your helper.

After that, two brothers went into the settlement to invite all
their friends. They saw them inside the forge and entered there.
Khamzat's treasurer visited their forge at that time, saw the cigarette
butt, and inquired who was smoking. The Imam issued a harsh ruling;
locals who drank alcohol and smoked cigarettes were put in a "pit" and
thrashed forty times; In order to distinguish Mourids from munafigs
(Muslims who trusted the government), Mourids had to shave their
moustaches at the level of the upper lip; Mourids, according to Sharia
Law, had to wear a turban, and older people had to dye their beards.
Among other things, “Maclatch” was appointed to enforce the publ-
ished rules.

At the forge, “Maclatch” received no answer about the tobacco
ball, made a search, found no tobacco, took scissor from his pocket and
cut off everyone's beards, and then slowly walked away.

The situation sparked a sharp protest among people who lived in
Hundzah. And one of them remarked: "What will happen the next
time, if we now, for this first time, don't have peace from the
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Mourids." “Yes,” answered Magoma-Osman, and turned to the
brothers Osman and Hadji Murat, “Khamzat-bek mercilessly killed
Nutsal-khan and your wet-nurse Umma-khan. Our late lord, Sultan
Ahmad Khan, was a great man, and we had a good life under his rule.
Now look at yourself; the usurper wants to show his power and/or care
for our lives. Brothers, it is no better to kill Khamzat-bek right now,
when his vile Mourids are no longer with him.” This speech aroused
complete sympathy among the listeners; they gloomily handshake and
agreed to meet in Hadji Murat's house. At night, forty participants in
the conspiracy, with caution, one by one, entered Hadji Murat’s house.
The murder was scheduled to take place in the mosque on Friday,
September 19, at the next day.

At noon, after the mullah's call, residents began to gather in the
mosque; the conspirators managed to get into the mosque, and they
had weapons hidden under the felt cloak. They were positioned near
the side of the door. With three pistols and at the head of 12 sword-
wielding Mourids, Hamzat-bek entered the mosque, reached its
middle, noticed the people in felt cloak, stopped, and addressed them;
At this time, all the participants were kneeling, ready to pray. Osman-
Murat noticed Khamzat's fiery look, stood up, and shouted loudly:
"Hey, brothers. Why don't you stand up when the great Imam comes
to your mosque?" This call was a conventional sign. Having understood
the essence of the matter, Khamzat headed to the exit, but at that
moment, Osman and Hadji Murat fired from a pistol and wounded
him. Then there was a volley that caused the mosque to tremble, and
the Khans murderer died (Fond-1438, desc-1, Doc-127).

Conclusion

Hadji Murat and the mountaineers were distinguished by their
rebellious spirit, amazing fighting prowess, freedom-loving character,
defense of the oppressed, and commitment to justice. The act of
revenge in the forge also points to the "Rind" phenomenon. He used to
offer widows and orphans alms prior to leaving on a campaign.
(Jowmoro’ Crates; [loworo, 2021:220-227)-
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However, Hadji Murat is an odious figure. He possesses many of
the noble qualities that have made him a folk hero, but a close
examination of his life reveals that he is not an absolute Sufi/"Rind."
He is a power-hungry and ambitious Naib (Gureshidze, 2024:18).
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dbsM5FgMHOL FoLOMYdI©O O3EMTdEH0E FmM3s(gmdsl 0fyqdb.
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§oboswdgy 965 ©gb030b0L, sMsdg MMligmol 0d39M0seroBIol
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0535H9L.  99obsm30L, BOHOEIMgm  39335B00Ls s IGLEBHBOL
00009@ms 35300635 L3930 IMo 3:m3oL0sSE Bsdmogswods (39hoy-
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dOMmgdol HomBmPabsl, Mg domogmwms doMmGM sMBgbsls 9godengds
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030: b3 BMOE J 091, YOG
226



33050 ) M5 3mH0E0L 039390 sBYMBS0K B0 ©gboz0bgEg-
0B dmboermEbgero mdol EM™ML s 39BIaMMOMEs Asbgibs-
900650, M 09) sHYOBs0XBO 9O omFg3s Fobosmdgamdals
0960300, LodoGmzggerm ©s0FgMHEs Y39ws LEHMOGIR0E bolsb-
03600 3996d@L (LELLY, g. 1861, 6. 3, bsd. 4, FMEE. 26). s0bodbrro
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Abstract

This scientific article investigates the relationship between the
Democratic Republic of Georgia and the North Caucasus, focusing on
its distinctive characteristics during the period from 1918 to 1921. It
also delineates the core principles that shaped this relationship.

In 1918, Georgia regained its independence amidst significant
international and domestic challenges. The Mountaineers Republic,
which encompassed much of the North Caucasus, also declared its
independence. The nascent states faced opposition from a common
enemy, first in the form of White Russia and subsequently from
Bolshevik Russia. Both states recognized the strategic importance of
consolidating their positions in the Caucasus to succeed in their shared
struggle.

The Democratic Republic of Georgia emerged against the
backdrop of severe political crises and territorial claims from neig-
hbouring states, compounded by anti-state actions from the Bolsheviks
within its borders. Consequently, a substantial portion of the gov-
ernment’s revenues was allocated to defence, creating significant
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financial challenges that impeded gradual reforms and the comp-
rehensive development of the nation. However, Georgia recognized
that the freedom of the North Caucasus was vital, as it would establish
a defensive barrier against Russia and bolster the independence of the
entire region. As a result, throughout its existence, the Georgian
government consistently supported the Mountaineers Republic, pro-
viding both political and material resources. The interests of the mou-
ntaineers became so closely aligned with those of Georgia that they
expressed a desire to join the Republic with the right to autonomy.

This research outlines the nature of political cooperation betw-
een Georgia and the North Caucasus, grounded in mutual needs and
interests. In the context of the country's challenging circumstances,
the sustained and multifaceted support for the North Caucasus unde-
rscores the significance of the northern neighbours’ freedom to the
government of the First Republic of Georgia.

The article draws on archival documents, scholarly literature,
and periodical press materials, with some sources and details being
introduced in academic discourse for the first time.

Keywords: Democratic Republic of Georgia; Mountaineers Republic;
Caucasus; Bolsheviks; Denikin; Confederation; Independence; Georg-
ian Legion.

Introduction

The history of the Democratic Republic of Georgia encompasses
many noteworthy yet lesser-known aspects. Sharing insights from this
historical experience of state-building and navigating complex geop-
olitical dynamics holds practical relevance today. The distinctive feat-
ures of the First Republic’s regional policy and its relationships with
neighbouring states remain pertinent in the contemporary context.
This research focuses on analysing Georgia's relations with the North
Caucasus, highlighting the unique approaches and principal objectives
involved. For the First Republic, supporting the independence of the
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North Caucasus was a crucial element of its regional policy, viewed as
a vital component for ensuring the freedom and security of the entire
region.

Several notable and thorough studies address this topic, particu-
larly the works of Mairbek Vachagaev, Giorgi Mamulia, and Mikheil
Bakhtadze. Vachagaev's 2022 study examines the history of the Georg-
ian Legion's activities in Chechnya.”* Mamulia's 2021 article analyses
the relations between the Mountaineers Republic and the Entente.”
Additionally, a collaborative work by Bakhtadze and Mamulia comp-
iles significant documents related to the interactions between Georgia
and the North Caucasus from 1917 to 1921, offering valuable insights
into the source material.”® However, our proposed article delves into
the specific features of the Georgian government's approach, high-
lights the significance of the North Caucasus in the country’s political
landscape, and introduces new archival documents related to this issue
into academic discourse.

Methods

The presented research is grounded in the emerging principles
of historicism and objective reasoning. It utilizes a data collection
method to gather various archival documents, periodical press mat-
erials, and relevant scientific or memoir literature. The article analyses
this data, develops cause-and-effect reasoning, and summarizes the
study's findings.

74 Vachagaev, M. (2022). Georgian Legion in Chechnya. Georgian Foundation for Strategic
and International Studies, (in Georgian, English, and Russian). https://gfsis.org.ge/ge/pub
lications/view/3205.

> Mamulia, G. (2021). From the History of Relations between the Entente States and the
Mountaineers Republic of the Northern Caucasus (1919). Georgian Foundation for Strategic
and International Studies, (in Georgian, English, and Russian). https://gfsis.org.ge/ge/pub
lications/view/2912.

76 Bakhtadze, M., Mamulia, G. (2005). masalebi sakartvelosa da chrdiloet kavk asiis
urtiertobis ist'oriidan : 1917-1921 (The materials are about the history of relations between
Georgia and the North Caucasus : 1917-1921). Thilisi: “Artanwi” (in Georgian).
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Results

The Democratic Republic of Georgia and the Mountaineers
Republic of the Caucasus defended their independence in front of the
same force. Concurrence of interests, needs, and the need to consoli-
date forces pushed the parties to a confederate union. The interests of
the First Republic of Georgia included strengthening the freedom of
the mountaineers, which led to continuous political and material sup-
port of the Mountaineers Republic. In 1919-1920, the Georgian Legion
fought alongside the mountaineers in Chechnya, and the question of
Caucasian cooperation played a significant role in Georgia's inte-
rnational affairs. Even though it was impossible to unite the Caucasus
for common goals and gain international support, the mentioned issue
remains a very noteworthy moment in the history of the Caucasus.
Discussion

The situation of the Democratic Republic of Georgia

The independence of the Democratic Republic of Georgia was
declared on May 26, 1918, during the First World War (1914-1918),
when the Caucasus was one of the epicentres of hostilities. In this
context, the government emphasized in its declaration of independ-
ence that Georgia would adopt a position of permanent neutrality in
international conflicts. The act stated that the republic aimed to estab-
lish good neighbourly relations with all political entities, particularly
with neighbouring states and nations (Sharadze, 2001: 19-20). The
republic's initial steps were overshadowed by territorial claims from
the Ottoman Empire. While negotiations were ongoing, hostilities
persisted, and in March 1918, the Ottomans occupied Adjara despite
the resistance (Gogolishvili, Batsikadze, 2020: 17-18).

Despite its declared neutrality in the war, it was essential for
Georgia to secure a powerful political ally. Germany, as an ally of the
Ottomans, an opponent of Russia, and a key supporter of Georgia's
independence, emerged as a logical international partner for the
republic. On May 28, 1918, Germany and Georgia signed a temporary
agreement in Poti, with Germany recognizing Georgia's independence
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and establishing preliminary cooperative relations. As noted by Zurab
Avalishvili, "Germany emerged as the godfather of Georgia's state ind-
ependence" (Avalishvili, 1924 (1929): 59-60). Through this agreement,
Germany expressed its commitment to protect Georgia's independence
and oppose Russian encroachment. Military commissar von Nida urged
the Ottoman side to acknowledge this agreement, warning that failure
to do so would necessitate appropriate actions (CHAG 1864/1/34/folios
8-9).

However, Germany's defeat in World War I prompted a shift in
Georgia's foreign policy. With England assuming the Germans' former
positions, Georgia pivoted to a pro-Entente stance by late 1918, reco-
gnizing that this was the only viable path to maintain international
recognition and freedom. In March 1919, the Georgian government
presented a memorandum to the Paris Peace Conference, aiming to
engage Western Europe’s interest in the region and emphasizing the
necessity of its independence (MS. Wardr. c. 23 (2,3), fol. 3-9).

After the conflict with the Ottomans, a full-scale war with
Armenia erupted in December 1918, initiated by the invasion of Geo-
rgia by Armenian troops. The persistent revolts by the Bolsheviks
further exacerbated the critical situation. In April-May 1918, the
Bolsheviks invaded Abkhazia, prompting Georgia to separate some
units of the Guard engaged in the war with Turkey to address the
situation in Abkhazia under the command of Valiko Dzhugeli. This
intervention temporarily stabilized the region (Jugheli, 1920: 8-19).
However, in June, the Bolsheviks invaded Abkhazia a second time,
coinciding with the deployment of an Ottoman landing force to
Sukhumi. It took the entire summer to address the situation in Abk-
hazia (Mazniashvili, 1927: 59-79). At the turn of 1918-1919, shortly
after the Armenian-Georgian war concluded, the Denikinites invaded
Sochi, complicating the already tenuous situation and leading to a
conflict that lasted several months.

Unrest began in the Tskhinvali region in January 1918, where
armed groups dispersed the population, and the rebels seized Tsk-
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hinvali in March. After order was restored, fleeing Bolsheviks partici-
pated in demonstrations organized in Sachkhere and Dusheti. Bols-
hevik uprisings occurred in Tskhinvali in the autumn of 1919 and in
June 1920 (Silakadze, 2022: 11-40). Demonstrations orchestrated by
the Bolsheviks also took place in Lechkhumi, Samtskhe, and Dusheti.
While a small number of Georgian peasants participated in these
demonstrations, they ultimately failed to achieve significant results
(Kazemzadeh, 1951: 193). The ongoing chaos severely hindered the
development of the newly established republic, which was forced to
continuously repel both external and internal threats.

Given the existing reality, a substantial portion of the budget
was naturally allocated to defence. In 1918-1919, defence expenditures
accounted for 30.39% of the country's budget, totalling 201,021,373
manats. Although it was projected to be 31.50% in 1919-2020, the
actual figure rose to 36.56%. Continuous warfare and logistical dem-
ands led to significant spending by the Ministry of Roads. Together,
military and road expenditures consumed more than half of the budget
(Project, 1920: V-VI). This occurred amidst an economic crisis acco-
mpanied by disrupted and sometimes suspended trade relations. Des-
pite these enormous costs, military operations faced numerous chall-
enges, including inadequate nutrition, a food crisis, and poorly equ-
ipped barracks (Silakadze, 2023: 107). There were instances where the
population contributed meager funds to support national defence. For
example, during the war with Armenia, the teachers' union in Gori
decided to donate 5% of their salaries to the "front auxiliary com-
mittee" (sakartvelos respublika N7, 1919: 4). This situation was further
marred by cases of mismanagement and the waste of substantial
amounts of money within institutions (Kobakhidze..., 2020: 106-109).

In this challenging context, the relationship between the
Democratic Republic of Georgia and the North Caucasus from 1918 to
1921 is significant and noteworthy, yet its specific character has not
yet been fully explored.
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Georgia's relations with the North Caucasus (1918-1921)

In the aftermath of the 1917 revolution, the quest for inde-
pendent unity in the North Caucasus began amidst significant uncer-
tainties regarding Georgia. While it remained unclear whether the
mountaineers would stay part of post-revolutionary Russia or pursue
independence, the United Mountaineers' Union of the North Caucasus
recognized Abkhazia as part of its territory in November 1917. In
December, at a session of the National Interparty Council of Georgia,
Akaki Chkhenkeli stated that the government of the Mountainous
Republic sought to establish a connection with the Georgians. How-
ever, this was hindered by border disorganization, particularly conc-
erning Abkhazia's admission into the Union of the Peoples of the
Northern Caucasus (CHAG 1836/1/3/11). As the mountaineers emba-
rked on their path to independence, the situation evolved. The
declaration of independence from the Mountaineers Republic on May
11, 1918, stated that the southern border would be determined thro-
ugh negotiations with the Transcaucasian government (soruz..., 2013:
54, 76). It was evident that the independence of the mountaineers and
their friendly relations with Georgia were closely intertwined.

The Mountaineers Republic, established in the North Caucasus,
fought against both the Denikinites and the Bolsheviks, seeking inter-
national support to maintain its independence. The West initially
viewed the Mountaineers Republic as a pro-Ottoman entity. However,
by late 1918, its political orientation shifted firmly toward the pro-
Entente direction, aligning with Georgia’s course. Following a request
from the British, Ottoman troops withdrew from the North Caucasus
in December. In November, Haydar Bamat, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Mountaineers Republic, travelled to Switzerland to
initiate diplomatic efforts aimed at securing support from England and
France. He sought to convince European powers that, rather than
supporting Denikin, recognizing the independence of nations oppr-
essed by Russian imperialism would provide a solid foundation for
tangible political and economic success against the Bolsheviks. Simu-
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Itaneously, Bamat recognized that Western politics did not align with
this perspective, concluding that the only viable path to independence
for the Mountaineers Republic lay in a Caucasus confederation
(Mamulia, 2021: 2, 6-9, 17).

As early as February 1918, before the declaration of independe-
nce, the mountaineers proposed exploring potential avenues for
political and economic unification in Transcaucasia. To this end, the
Union of North Caucasus and Dagestan Mountaineers established a
special commission (Vachagaev, 2022: 1-3). On May 27, 1918, Geo-
rgia's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Akaki Chkhenkeli, communicated to
Haydar Bamat that Georgia would welcome the establishment of close
ties with neighboring Caucasian nations and Dagestan based on confe-
deration principles. Additionally, on May 31, he informed Chermoev
that Georgia would safeguard the interests of the mountaineers in
negotiations with Germany and support their efforts to strengthen
independence (CHAG 1864/2/43/fol. 1-2).

It is significant to note that Georgia initially recognized the
need to strengthen the independence of individual states for the cre-
ation of the confederation. In November 1918, the government
secretly instructed its diplomatic representatives not to oppose the
Transcaucasian Confederation, emphasizing that individual nations
should first be solidified as independent states (CHAG 1861/3/4/fol. 7-
8). This identical position would serve as the foundation for Georgia’s
political relations with the North. Consequently, Georgia actively
promoted the independence of the mountaineers.

To facilitate this, the government established a special comm-
ission to conduct negotiations with the Republic of Terek. This com-
mission included the Minister of Roads, Ivane Lortkipanidze; the
Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs, Gerasime Makharadze; and the
Chairman of the National Guard Staff, Valerian Jugheli (CHAG 1861
/2/13/fol. 3).

The Georgian government was acutely aware of the significance
of the ongoing developments in the North Caucasus and the necessity
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of supporting the mountaineers for Georgia’s own security. The
independence of the North Caucasus was intrinsically linked to the
interests of both Georgia and Azerbaijan, as the independence of these
Caucasian nations would enhance mutual security and create a defe-
nsive barrier against Russia. However, achieving freedom for the mou-
ntaineers was impossible without their active support. In light of these
interests, the government approached the matter with the necessary
seriousness. For instance, in 1919, Georgia's government allocated one
million manats from the military fund, by secret decree, specifically
for intelligence operations in the North Caucasus (CHAG 1861/3/4/fol.
76). Throughout its existence, the government of the Democratic Rep-
ublic consistently provided the Mountaineers Republic with moral,
diplomatic, and, crucially, material support.

Beginning in early 1919, following the clash between the mou-
ntaineers and the Denikinites, the process of providing assistance
became more active. The mountaineers appealed to Georgia for help,
leading the government to instruct the Minister of Foreign Affairs to
issue a corresponding protest note and allocate a credit of 3 million
roubles to the Republic of the Mountain Union (CHAG 1861/2/13/fol.
5).

It was clear to all that the mountaineers' struggle against Den-
ikin was not only their own fight but also one that impacted the entire
Caucasus. The northerners sought to bolster support from the south-
erners by highlighting the dangers that would arise if the mountai-
neers were left to fend for themselves. Ossetian public figure Akhmed
Tsalikov pointed out that both they and the Bolsheviks found them-
selves on the same side in the struggle against Denikin, which posed a
risk of increasing sympathy for the Bolsheviks among the Caucasians.
He asserted that only armed support from allies could halt the rising
tide of Bolshevik sentiments (CHAG 1864/2/102). The Georgians were
acutely aware of this, which drove the government to maintain mat-
erial assistance for the mountaineers even amid severe financial chal-
lenges. Nonetheless, it was evident that Georgia's resources alone
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could not address these threats, leading the government to seek inte-
rnational support.

In a clear protest note issued on March 5, the Minister of For-
eign Affairs of Georgia, Evgeni Gegechkori, condemned the White Gu-
ard's violation of the right to self-determination and the independence
of the Mountaineers Republic, expressing Georgia’s solidarity and
sympathy with the mountaineers in their defence of sovereignty (sak-
artvelos respublikaN51, 1919:2). Although the protest note considered
the recognition or rejection of independence to be a matter for the
World Congress, Georgia nonetheless announced its position intern-
ationally, recognizing the independence of the Mountaineers Rep-
ublic. At the same time, the note served as a warning to Denikin that
his confrontation with the mountaineers could push them toward
embracing the Bolshevik path.

At the same time, efforts to establish a common Caucasian fou-
ndation continued. In April, a conference of the Caucasian republics
convened in Thilisi, where several commissions were formed, inclu-
ding political, financial, and refugee committees. Representatives from
the mountaineers included Murundin Penzulaev and Aslanbek Butaev,
alongside Kantemir. The unification of the Caucasus was a key item on
the political agenda. The four republics needed to recognize one
another, delineate their borders, and develop a cohesive defence and
foreign policy mechanism (CHAG 1864/1/131/fol. 1-3). However, diss-
onance emerged from the Armenian delegation during the conference,
while the situation in Chechnya remained critical.

The Georgian command sought to maximize assistance from
available state resources. In March 1919, following a report from
Major-General Andronikashvili, the mountaineers received two airp-
lanes as well as several trucks and cars. They also requested a radio
station, sending G. Butaev to negotiate. In April, the government pro-
vided the mountaineers with a radio station valued at 280,000 roubles
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and a new mast worth 40,000 roubles at no charge (CHAG 1861/2/
13/fol. 7-17).77

The government was preparing for a potential conflict with
Denikin. In April 1919, the Dariali Gorge was closed, and measures
were implemented to bolster border defences. Military and foreign
agencies were tasked with assessing Azerbaijan's stance regarding the
Denikinites during the anticipated conflict. It was categorically dec-
lared that if Azerbaijan did not resist Denikin, Georgia would occupy
all strategic border points (CHAG 1861/3/4/fol. 26). This message
illustrates the government's acute awareness of the critical importance
of the ongoing battles in the Caucasus. As Russian forces advanced, the
mountain government was forced to evacuate the North Caucasus. In
August, the mountaineers established a military committee in Tbilisi
and invited a representative from the Georgian Military Ministry to
join (CHAG 1864/1/34/fol. 16).

It is not surprising that Denikin attributed the strength of the
opposition against him to external factors, particularly Georgia.
Allegedly, in August-September 1919, 60 Georgian officers arrived in
Chechnya from Thilisi, and Uzun Khaji received eighty machine guns
and up to 2 million cartridges from Georgia. Georgian military adv-
isers, led by General Kereselidze, were present at Uzun Khaji's camp
(Marshall, 2010: 127). Denikin's information was rooted in reality. In
July 1919, the Minister of Defence summoned Colonel Leo Kereselidze
and instructed him to form a detachment of 30-40 officers and 100-200
soldiers, allowing him to choose between deployment to Chechnya or
Dagestan. Kereselidze opted for Chechnya, assembling 36 officers and
100 instructors to assist Chechen fighters. He was provided with 500
rifles, several hundred thousand cartridges, 12 machine guns, and
250,000 roubles (CHAG 1969/4/6/fol. 67). In August, the Georgian
Legion arrived in Chechnya, receiving additional supplies that
included two machine guns, 50 rifles, four horses, two carts, and 40
sheep (CHAG 1969/2/34/fol. 1). Kereselidze was appointed comm-

77 See also: CHAG 1861/2/31/folios 1-8.
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ander-in-chief of the Mountaineers Republic's forces. His deployment
to assist the mountaineers was not coincidental; he had previously
fought against the Russian Empire with the Georgian Legion, which
was formed in the Ottoman Empire during World War L.

Another significant circumstance was the lack of internal con-
solidation within the North Caucasus. It appears that various factions
disagreed with the republic's government on several issues. One
memorandum sent by the mountaineers to the Paris Conference in
May 1919 laid claim to territories in Georgia, including Abkhazia,
Zakatala, and Samachablo (grazhdanskaia voina..., 2014: 752-753). A
letter from Alikhan Kantemir to the Paris delegation on May 23, 1919,
indicated existing disunity. The letter noted that after negotiations
with Denikin broke down and the volunteer army was deployed to
Chechnya, a specific group-including General Aliyev and Ibrahim
Chulikov-independently reached an agreement with Denikin on
behalf of the Chechens. This group believed Chechnya could achieve
self-governance within Russia, while similar agreements were made by
the Ingush general Malsagov, Ossetian colonel Khabaev, and
Kabardian Bekovich-Cherkasky (CHAG 1864/1/131/fol. 4). Given this
context, the support of the current government of the Mountaineers
Republic was particularly important to Georgia, as it aligned with
Georgia’s regional interests amid the prevailing chaos.

In addition to direct assistance, the Georgian government allo-
cated 500,000 manats from the military fund to the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs to support the Committee of the North Caucasus Moun-
taineers and address the needs of the mountaineers more broadly
(CHAG 1861/3/4/fol. 59). This allocation created a reserve for further
assistance. Meanwhile, the mountaineers continued their diplomatic
efforts, striving to establish a union council and promote Caucasian
unity. A conference was scheduled in Thbilisi on August 27, 1919,
organized by the Committee of Mountaineers (CHAG 1969/4/6/fol. 3-
6). At this conference, Georgian representative Valiko Jugeli empha-
sized that unifying the Caucasus was essential for defeating Denikin.
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He stated that Georgia was prepared to offer maximum support for this
cause, not merely out of goodwill, but because it represented a shared
struggle and mutual interest against Denikin (CHAG 1969/4/6/ fol. 8).
The government's pragmatic approach reflected the critical importance
of the situation.

Diplomatic processes progressed slowly while the White Guard
advanced, managing to occupy a significant portion of the North Cauc-
asus. The Georgian authorities observed the Denikin advance with
growing concern. On October 2, 1919, the Foreign Ministry sent a no-
te to the representatives of Great Britain, France, Italy, and Greece in
the Caucasus, urging intervention in the conflict to resolve it pea-
cefully, as failure to do so would pose a serious threat to Georgia and
the region (sakartvelos respublika N223, 1919: 1-2).

By 1920, the situation had become even more critical. After the
defeat of the mountaineers, the Georgian Legion could no longer alter
the course of events and was preparing to return to Georgia. Nuri
Pasha, representing Azerbaijan, seized the arms intended for the Geo-
rgian Legion that had been sent in January. This prompted a swift
response from Georgia, sending two officers to Azerbaijan to retrieve
the weapons belonging to Kereselidze's detachment (CHAG 1861/3/
25/fol. 1, 9-13). In February, Kereselidze informed Jordania of the dire
condition of the soldiers, requesting a commission and necessary funds
for the detachment’s disbandment (CHAG 1861/2 /13/fol. 27). By early
1920, active military assistance to the mountaineers had slowed, as
hopes for success diminished. However, financial and diplomatic sup-
port continued. A special commission established by the government
assisted the mountaineers in organizing financial reporting and requ-
ested a two-person delegation from them to allocate up to 3 million
rubles issued by the government for the payment of military personnel
and other expenses (CHAG 1861/2/13/fol. 18).

The influx of refugees further strained the situation. The pot-
ential dangers had been recognized as early as June 1919, leading to a
recommendation to close the border (CHAG 1861/1/268/fol. 1). In the
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spring of 1920, harried mountain refugees entered Georgia, and on
April 22, they were permitted to return with their belongings (CHAG
1861/2/172/fol. 3).

The attitude of the Georgian government toward the Kuban
Republic is significant. The North-West Caucasus, influenced by the
White Guard, sought independence. In April 1920, representatives of
the Kuban Republic, Tymoshenko and Drobashev, conveyed to the
Transcaucasian countries their lack of trust in both the White Guards
and the Bolsheviks, expressing a desire for independence and rec-
ognition of the sovereignty of the newly formed Caucasian states
(CHAG 1869/1/4/fol. 58-59). The Georgian government quickly respo-
nded, granting a loan of 15 million manats to the Kuban government
on April 20 (CHAG 1861/3/25/fol. 5).

Georgia’s approach highlights two key points: first, the gover-
nment viewed the independence of the North Caucasus as vital for its
own security, demonstrating a willingness to provide substantial assis-
tance even amid its own challenges. Second, it regarded both the
White Guard and Bolshevik Russia as equivalent threats.

However, due to the political landscape, the prospect of overt
assistance was constrained. The Treaty of Moscow, signed with Soviet
Russia on May 7, 1920, stipulated that both parties would maintain str-
ict neutrality and refrain from allowing any forces or organizations in
their territories that could jeopardize their independence and terr-
itorial integrity (sakartvelos respublika N125, 1920: 2). This agreement
served as a temporary reprieve for Russia, following an unsuccessful
invasion of Georgia by the Red Army shortly before, and was quickly
overshadowed by the Bolshevik uprising in Samachablo, where local
Bolshevik groups were actively engaged in anti-state activities.

Georgian officials recognized this context, and the government
did not adopt a pacifist stance, as evidenced by its commitment to sup-
port the Caucasus. In the fall of 1920, after a brief anti-Bolshevik upr-
ising in Dagestan, Jordania and Ramishvili pledged their support to the
movement’s leader, Gotsinsky. This commitment materialized with the
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provision of 2,400 rifles, four machine guns, and ammunition (Mar-
shall, 2010: 134). Following the rebellion’s defeat, General Secretary
Kilic Girey, who was in hiding, received some assistance from General
Mdivani. Additionally, General Gedevanishvili expressed willingness
to help, but due to political circumstances, he suggested hiding weap-
ons in wheat shipments from the port for delivery (CHAG 1861/2/
13/fol. 29).

After the Sovietization of Azerbaijan, the prospect of full ind-
ependence for the mountaineers became increasingly difficult to
envision. The anti-Bolshevik stance adopted by the Georgian govern-
ment from the outset not only aligned with the sentiments of the
mountaineers but also framed joining Georgia as the only viable option
to preserve the idea of independence. On June 2, 1920, Kaitmaz Alik-
hanov, the commander of the Avarya (Dagestan), sent a compelling
letter to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, expressing that the
hopes of the Avarya were directed toward Georgia and proposing that
the Avarya join Georgia with autonomy rights (CHAG 1864/1/25/fol.
62-65).7 However, Soviet Russia's expansion in the Caucasus posed a
significant threat to Georgia's own independence, prompting the cou-
ntry to adopt a more proactive defence posture.

Following the suppression of the rebellion, diplomacy became
the sole avenue for the émigré government of the mountaineers to
sustain their dwindling struggle. After the Sovietization of Georgia in
February 1921, the emigrated Georgian government joined forces with
them. In June 1921, the governments of the four Caucasian republics
in exile issued a joint declaration in support of each other's indepen-
dence and outlined mutual principles for future cooperation, aimed at
strengthening the restored independence of the Caucasian states
(CHAG 1861/3/18/fol.1-4).7 However, this step could not alter the

78 The same document is kept in the next file: CHAG 1864/1/101/folios 1-5.
7 Declaration published in French see: CHAG 1861/3/ 56. Signed by Akaki Chkhenkeli,
Abdul Mejid (Tapa) Chermoev, Alimardan Bek Topchibashev and Avetis Aharonyan.
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practical realities in the Caucasus and served merely as a diplomatic
gesture reflecting a delayed effort at Caucasian cooperation.
Conclusion

The creation and establishment of the first Republic of Georgia
unfolded amidst intense geopolitical conflicts and significant internal
crises; a situation mirrored in the Mountaineers Republic of the North
Caucasus. The primary threats to its independence came first from the
White Guard and then from the Bolsheviks, forces that opposed not
only the mountaineers but also the independence of any Caucasian
state. As a result, Georgia found itself in a direct and continuous str-
uggle against these adversaries. The interests of the Georgians and the
mountaineers aligned in their shared need to defend their sovereignty
from a common foe.

Following the Entente's victory in World War I, both Georgia
and the mountaineers shifted their political orientations from Ger-
many and the Ottoman Empire to the Entente, which broadened their
scope for cooperation. The fate of independence for the North Cau-
casus was increasingly tied to the situation in Transcaucasia, partic-
ularly regarding Azerbaijan and Georgia, especially after the Entente's
unsuccessful support for their aspirations became apparent. Both nat-
ions recognized the necessity of Caucasian unity for preserving their
freedom, though achieving tangible unity proved elusive.

After Azerbaijan's Sovietization in April 1920, Georgia emerged
as the last hope for the dispersed mountaineers, leading to requests for
integration with Georgia under conditions of autonomy. Throughout
its existence, the Democratic Republic of Georgia provided consistent
political, material, and financial support to the Mountaineers Republic.
This approach was not merely rooted in political camaraderie but was
driven by mutual necessity; the mountaineers' independence was
crucial to Georgia’s own security and the broader quest for freedom in
the Caucasus. Thus, the Georgian government regarded the struggles
of the mountaineers as its own, offering as much material support as
possible, even in the face of significant financial constraints.
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Geographically and politically, Georgia served as a lifeline for
the Republic of the Mountaineers, with its emigrated government
continuing to operate from Tbilisi. Efforts to foster Caucasian unity
persisted, representing a notable historical moment in the region's
modern history, even though these initiatives did not yield the desired
outcomes.
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0YMYdDY 3530WII0M SQMY 36F3M0GS AMBOBIFOOL M-
039 dbodyg, GMmymOE 390L3gdGH039d0, sb9g3g MOL3IGdOE. ST0E™I
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05%9 (Ertosun, 2014: 316).
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2396005 5doby, ol bgsgzs O™ MMHJgmL Msgz0Lo  A3B30mMMGOOL-
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9030 45630050900 3MME3gLYdOL, 1939 0IMJgMTo A9BIMY-
0o  9306m303mH0  Mboldogdgdol ™M3swlisBOolbom, MmMogzq
dbstg a0dbmds, MHMA LoFoMm 0ym MsbsFIOMIMdS.
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L5gMIM 3E0G030L  BHMOIPOEOJO0 o9RMIJS S (3OLMOOS
259D 583- JogH MYMHJgmOl 153s(330L J9dE0gMgdoLlm30L
2490035¢0LHobgdo  sbTstmgds. diEs 9909y, 36 9J3gbGo
239503965 153530 M-930mbMm8039M0 MOMNO0YHNMOJOOL 25630056~
905%9. 1985 {gel 358063¢™bd0 30D0EHOL EOML MBI Qobss-
bod - ,0M5 IBTMYDS, 5599 35FMHMBS. 030 RO0JOMd©s, MM
93B3l goBMom MMJgL bo3ergdo obBaMgds oLFoM-
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0D5309d0LsYS0, oMo sdoby, MHBOYb3gYMBS MO39 J399bols
39Mdm LggBmOmol 0639LEOE09d0L BMELL. I60d3zbgermgsbos, MM
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50 30D0GHOL OHML 2osfys MM Jme-539M03w9e0 doBbL Lod-
b 994abs (Uzgel, 2001: 50).

1980 §erols Lobgdfiogm 4so@®moswgdols 990gy, 1984
fs8g 09O Jgmls s 93MMAgMMN05B7dsL FmEMOL “YOHMOYMMdS
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3059590 B0 93MM30L 93MmbMT03MEM 259005690590 gofigat0s-
Bgosl ghm-9mHm IJmsge® dJobbo gobobowogws (Demiray, 2015:
267). mBsol 80030005 3000MdS 459799x™dg19d0bs mEmog-
MMMdJO0 930MMm30L J39469dmb s 1985 Ferosb 50 J3946qdd0
30037000 0l 534sH5dS MYOJJOLIM30L bgerbisy®mgen bogsFMm
3M635d3HgoL s MBsdMMIdES Fom M¥IMJgoolL LoobgzglGoEom 3w-
08530 M30MsGILMBL. 1987 Ferol s3Goedo 30 M dgmads mgos-
05¢)M5 085O 930MM30L §3mbMB03Me 459M00569d5L mMbmg-
Bom, Moms Jogrum LOWEWMREId0sh 936Me©. 50 JodsHMEgdom
mbDoeds ©OEO dogrolbdgzs 458m0B0bs, Goysh ol 3oEmdEs
3bs0 3mMH0DBMbEJd0 45905¢ms MOJgoL LsgsMmgm dmeo@ogzsdo.
09939, Gob 9309w MdsL Fo®To@gds 56 dm3gmenos (Yrypraypu &
VYasuenxo, 2009: 55).

Dol Bodmrmem JoBsbo oym, HMI 0MMJgoo obagen-
MO0 3modo3n®o  bobGgdol bsfowo gedbodoygm. mbool
3BMom, MH90mbm, sbs oliEsdmE J39ybgdmsb WBmogMMNMdYdO
36 09690M@5 LIZIMOL 5¢EJMBIEH035. Ol MZOs, MMT -
Mdgool FoBsGHgds s0dmbiaguwme Lsdystmdo, mMdgomol g3emm-
35096 0bBGHYAMHE00L 2odeogMgdols Lodwgsegds 0gbgdmes. dgg-
2490, 30gMHo 0MMIg00 ILBIZWIOMID MBRGM XsBLsw 0bEga™-
5305L d9dangds (Laginer, 2011: 6.01).

1988 fiemols Igmeg bobgzosb 0Mdqmo GggiEes boBo 4o9-
135, M 93OMYPSIOHD05HJOS 56 SGOL JOMIPIOO SEBHIMBsBH 030
dolm3z0L s YPMHYMRoMO 35Lvbols d90mbggzsdo ob yzgusbsots
3993090, 583-b 45O, MMMNOYOHNMOYOO 965305MML LodFmmo
39300656 o sbem 50dmbagergmol J3g9bgdmsb (Ertosun, 2014:
306). o6 dgomol MHD0gHOHMIGIOL  3mbEHIJUE0  ©ILEgEgm™b

39033359, MMEYLSE 396 Fg(335s 0930L0 (35¢THOH0Z0, LOZ-

262



gmBg MOH0GbEHOMGOMEO LogsMYM 3MOE0IS WS RIWIZOWS ©OZY-
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50030bolEM 53050 bgero dmsfigMs Ma3dm 39 LogOmsdMmMOLM Tgoms-
Bb3gdsL, goMg 69d0LogMBs Lbgs 5@ToboLEBHM309d, MMMIgool
oLEGHMM05d0.

Dol Lo sMgm 30e0EH03530 03M 0EIMEMA0MTs BY-
249309650 5 030 MBROM 33050 9B, 0M35¢oLobgds
5 J399bol gmbBMoGIR0ME s 3gM3MmoE03M 3YdsMgMdSL
0)MHJ900 5GIMJOS ©039OLOGOEOMYIME, SJBHOME LogoMgm 3m-
0G035L @5 MmM0gbEG0MYdMMo ogym 36535¢TbO030 056538OMB-
MdoL godxmdgligds®y.

X960 300093 LeESOLEAMMO dEM3IOL sdsdYg, MMeMdg-
035 o9mdxMdILS MYODO0JOHMMBYOO LOdFMMs 3530000 s Lbgs
LmEoswobEWE 93046900396. 1988 farol LgdEHgddg®do mwedgmas
LobOBO3OM 39bdBHo AobLBS LodoMmzggarml LsBEZsMMB, Labggdo.
1986-1990 fiergddo 0vdgords bgeo dmsfig®s LodFmoms 3938060 msb
M0y bgedn30egdgdl: 93mb6mTozme, LogsFOm, Ladgiboghm s
39960396 0565886 MAMdsBY. G990, 36083690m3bs gooBs-
s 0MJgo0L 35FOMOOL JMEwEMds LsdFMms 39380MHmsb. 1991
§9eb 009035 s LEdFMMs 35380 Byero Fmafghgl bgendg3™-
MEngdsls IgaMdOHMBOLS O 0sbsdIMMAEMdOL Jgliobgd. mmEdgomds
Lo3mbBLwmam aoblbs dogmdo, LodFmmes 353806035 30 GHM30DMbTO0.
1992 H9gel 00O mBogrols 06030sGH03000 MBS G530 B-
300 9306030300 0bsdIOMAMBOL MmMAB0Bs3E0s (BSEC), H™O-
ol doBsbog 0ym o9 Mga0mbols LEHMVOWYMo ©s Fd30MBOBO
3930056 gds. 0l bgels MFymds MMMJgool 0b6EJAMSE0L B 3B~
900L @S Yymxzoeo LsdFMms 393806M0OL J399bgdmsb. MMEMJgmo oym
960-9MH M0 300390 §3999bs, HMTgDoE YOHMOIMMBS O5TYSMS
3mbALOdFMMS  Lobgedfoxmgdmsb. 1991 Herols dsd@GHTdo mboswo
99309 4sBobgml o sHgMHdS0XBL, 08539 Fgl ysbobgmol 3Mgbo-
©96¢0 3063900 MEbmmMo 30HBoGH0m gfizos mMHdgml. 595l dm3-
435 mBd939moby s MMIdabgmol 3MgHBoabEJdol 30BoEgdo.
070)6Jgo0l OLAHMOONL-FIMROIFOYLO WO FNWAHOYWO OO0
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ol bgeddegsb9mdsd dgEgoes 0MIgool Logo®gm meErodo-
30L 803560019e0gds @S G935 IO Jgmol 253egbols LigMH™ gog3-
3MMMYd0bs 50IMLagegmMdo. MBIl EOMUL, 0¥YMIgmOL LogsGgm
3m03035 b MBOHM dgBoE 0y MmOHOgbGH0MOMEo oligo Mgy-
00bg0%Dg, OMAMMOEsS 39BGHMIWNMO 3D, 39335L05, B 3sbgmo
Q5 SHEM 5MAMBIZINO. MYHJJNO (3OMIWS A5THEIGOYM 53
93006900l 3Mm0GH03MYMH0 s 93mbmdozMMo (396GHM0, Mgyom-
Bmeo @wog®o. 356 dgE39¢s 930L0 LEHMBHIHOMLO 3OHOMMOE)]-
3900 ©5 39BHO YMMOEMIOS 39I0GE0 Mg0mbocr® 1is30mbgdby
Q5 M5 Ermds® LobgudHoxmgdmsb msdsdby (Ataman, 2002:
132-149).

3635600l Logomgm 3mero@ozol 360d3bgemagsbo dodstoen-
905 0ym 3MLEr0d® J3996930sb sbEMgds LogsFMHm-93mbmadog-
MO0 09bsdIOMIMBOL FoBBom. MBsEo 530l Logs®gm 30D0oE-
90do 9600369 m3z96 50wl MMBMdEs Sberm  sEdmLisgagmol
3394690L. 930L0 FTsHMZYEMBdOL 30639 MG fawofsdo, mbe-
o 20 439956580 00ymxugdm©s Mmai303E05O0 300EGH0m ©s 9gg-
56 11 sbeom s08mbsgargmol M®gaombdo oym. slsbodbsgos, HmI
0)MHJgmol M®gL3Bo30L oLEMOM05d0, J399bol 3MgdogM-00bol-
G0 306395 0gm olgm §39969d80, HMYMEOE: d936Mgobo, sems-
060, gMg4o, 0060, Jm390m0, WOd0s, 93303@Y, LOMOos, LyyOL
50589m0, Mmdsbo s 09dgbo (Ertosun, 2014: 307).

mDBoEo baBl Mb3sds, MM ol gsblozMmegdmer 3608369-
@MdSL 960393 MOM0gHDMOOL Fob30mMgdSL oliewsdw® J399b-
9OMIb. 0g0 53dMOES - ,0936 FoMYSbMSL B396 935393006MgdL oL M-
HONWO ©d INWAHNONWO BILZYOO ©s BZY6 Yn39w MBIL FH>G-
O™, G305 BB 23b63930005MM™ MHMYMO 3 3000300, 15939
15353MM-93mbMB03MEM0 35300600. MYMHJJNL VOMLYMEIO SYO-
0 30536 oG LsTgsMmdo s B3gb 33X gMs MHMA Jobo fmbs
5 90bsdo  35¢030L3Eg0s Fo0DBMPIds OHMPMOE  ILdgEgmTo
abg3g g Jmueomdo. B39b 43x M, HMI sdob {ysermdoo Bg-
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960 9399965 gobgds 99059Hr909wr0 bowo olisdw®mo bsdygs®mlbo
Q3L93gNMb” (Yrypraypu & Yasuenxo, 2009: 54).

HMAmO3 500b0dbs, MBswo, sHerm sdmbisgmgmol J399b9-
0B MHPOGOHOMBISL 56O A9BObOEIsZs ILIZEGNMD OO ge-
000l 5eGgMbs@ 0350, 30H0odom, 535L bgeo »Mbws Tgghgm sbs-
3g0mb 19H gm0l MMHMOIHNMOOL JodE0gMgdolsm30L. ol G-
30MbsEmMo 30036905 0ym @ 3Jmbs gMmgbme 0bEgMhglgd by
©5537dbg0Eo 36305G o bggs. mBowo 3569 o3bmds
MMAMOE 503MLsgE® 0Ly EILEZEME J9BEIWOEIAL. 356 oEgmes
Q393 gMOLS O SMWBMBOZYMOL Y30MSEJLMBIOO S BoJermgb-
909%0. 0omzsemolfjobgds Mo MWEOJgmol 2ambEGHMSBHIR0M ©o
239M3M0GH03)6 00g05MgMdL, BoJOMd©s, Mmd dg3omds 0dbg-
Mo, d5¢n3569m0L, 35335600l s SHEM SEIMLOZ3EgmOL Fryog-
do 39mg 43994obsls, bmerm@ ©obsg3EgmDBY 590M LsgsMgM MGOY-
BBo309. M»OJgIL, Mo30L0 FgMLEMIEIR0I0 FEYISMIMBOL, 93-
mbmdo3MMo ©s 300G 039M0 0bGHIMHILGOOL gomzswoliiobgdoom,
MBS 399G9M900b5 IM35¢0HOOZ0 Logs®gm 3M0EH03s. 9HMTs o-
15309 ds EO3EWMIsBHTs 50bodbs 303 - MDD 3MORTdEEO
5Q05305605. Jobo ,2B9ds ILIZEGNT0S, FE0 5©TMbIZ3EgMT0®.
3™bgds L3 gmMd0s, 0doGHMI MMI 3530390 s B9dbmermyo-
900 0g 5oL, 3o 5©0IMBO3g0d0s, MY 0 bgwogl dol olien-
5096 000 gbGHMdSL o 3@ MMsL (Ertosun, 2014: 300).

DO NI, HMT 1M JJ00L IO HBLNdMEO MBmO-
9JOHMMOS IBZYNOL Y 5©TMLOZ3EgmOL J399D9gdmab, byl gvy-
09md@s 9306MI03MOHO M65TIOMICMBOL gobgomatgdsls s dbo-
33600wm396 Fawowl 890@sbos d930MdoL 9633303390500 By -
M3 0G9a0mbdo, oly doge dmpwomdo. mbogol dgmerg Jomo-
360mdOL 3MMyM59580 50bodbmo ogm: ,93mbmB03MMo gobgomat-
905 5 9MHM3bmwo 1Ms3s(330L ZodeogMgds, B3gbo Logsgm dmn-
03030l oMM GoBBId0s . Ubgolibgs 43996gdmsb s Mgyo-
b9gd09b MO0 gHNMOOL gob30msMgdL, Mmbowo yobobowsgs,
MO 3 LGl MYMHJgool g3mbmdogol JmgBoMsm30l
29Lablbgws. 99 J0Bbom wMEbmgmdo 30B0EHdOL OML, dg3M0
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00BbgLdgbo 03453 b, MIMS Tomm3zol dogas 3MbEHJBHYdOL
0539450900l s 15dd0bMBOL JoRIMMMIOOL TGLsdeEgdIMDs. MBS-
ol LogsMgm 3mwo@03mMo 15ddosbmds 3oBbs olsbsgws Ih-
Jo6gd90 9306MmT039M0 4563005M900LsM30L 30MHMdYdOL F90-
Bsb. ol mzwos, ®mA §3994bgdL dmMob 93mbmdozmMo 353806Mqd0l
05394sMHgd0m @S gOHOMIW030 93mbMmI03YHo 3MMYIEJdom YMROM
90305 JMY35MEIOIMOS 3ME0E03IMH0 3OMdgdgdo (Ertosun,
2014: 299).

OMAmO3 5006036y, MOYMM MBI  SGIMIO©s TYEHO©
34BHOIO 5 3M5T5BH I BoRdMYM 3MmE0E03sL. oo LogsMgm Jm-
oG030L MO0 ds Imbs 396M339Mw0 JoMHmzbmwo  m30l-
90990 24530960m. 0l FROEWMBPS 5930l ISOMOLIOMIIMS Loy-
3M9m 300030l Bs3ombgdmeb s35380M9d0m. dolo 3MobEodo
0y4m: 3HYos® IGHMo© Bmmogol 450530300 90m. 0l 53dMDS,
™3 b gdmgdgem gHhmabmaro 0bEgMgligdol dgledsdolsa.

B0 LogsMgm MOH00gMHmNMdGddo o 3608369 MdL 9b-
03905 5005005699 MYHPOJOMMBYOL. Tob SHeEm MOMOIHMNMBIOO
055994565 00 39M0MEOL HMAMOE ILLZWgM, sbg3zg dMlerodm®o
33946900l 0EYMHYdMb. ol Msgolo ommzbmwo mzolgdgdom
03Lsb MBS 39000¢YBFYMBIL, B3 bgwl Miiymds olsbwyo
2920900l 256bmM309¢0gds80. dobo LogsMgm 3memo@olzol 3093
9ODO M530L90MYds 04 LaGIEgBMmbm ©o3wmds@ool ds0myq-
Bgds. ol Ggagnmboom gLsdMYdIMES ALBMBEOM OEYHIBIL, MHOb-
®30L53 b8oMos 53003H0390©bgb. 85806 gl 3mMTs bmerme ofjyg-
0Mo, Mbs3gM™M3g 03 MBsBH05d0 3O FIOMME 58Mm0Yygbgds.
b5 500b0dbmL olios, MM MBswo 3M9HoIBEHMBOL EOMU, Loy~
3Mgm  30@035d0 360d36gem3z96  4905HY39E0Mg0gdL  0gds
000536MM30L 239MOL 93w0m, G55 0§)3930s IMNI3MMdOL fozmgdols
3059ymxz0egdsl (Ertosun, 2014: 297).

333365

3930™35 046905, G®MI MBIl goBoMYOEo LogsMgm 3men-
03039, 965 1980-06 iergddo myMdgodo gobgomas®gdryeo dmen-
03039O0 s LMEOSWM-93mbMT0IMMO (330EGdJO0 V3393
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Fommo FBMEMmE MBIEol 30Ms© M30L9d9dL, Bol, Mzswmaby-
35 96 J9300mM3T70L. Ubgs Lobgwdfonmgdol Abasgls®, MmIMdgmo
20050939G0wg0gdL IbmermE m300mb 396 doomqds. J399bols
3903M5B0MWo  gdIMIMds O 3ME0GH0IMNEMO 353006900 ol
239633979 3060M3JOL ygbgds @ 93¢ gbsls sbgbs ol yoo-
093930 gd9d%by (Laginer, 2011: 6. 01).

3060250, MBoolb 3653050 oYY39EH0Wgdgd0 Lagh-
05dmMHobM s MHYRoMmbmeE EMbyBY, Gxqlsdsdndmos 0d 3gMomodo
d39460L  gm3zbmam 06EgHgLYAL. MBognds Imsbobs mwyGJgmol
06@gacmomgds dbmxzmom  93mbmdozsdo. 0o30bMRBsE  BsdSBOM
930bM3035D9g s 005 390 3M0E035DY FoILZELMD gMmo,
09035 G9dm 253bIM0YM MYa0mbol woa®o Lobgwdfogm,
5303 96083690m3560 Mo dgolitrmems 08 LsgsMmgm M0G0 350
MmIganbsg 1983 — 1993 Hargddo 9¢s69ds mBorol dmogMmds.
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Abstract

The presented work discusses and analyses important issues of
Turkish foreign policy in 1983-1993. In 80-90ies of the twentieth
century Turgut Ozal played a crucial role in social-economic and
political development of the Turkish republic. He was first a prime
minister (1983-1989) and then the president of the country (1989-
1993). Economic and political changes made in this period signif-
icantly determined further development of the country. It is worth
noting that Ozal was the one who envisaged both sides of globaliza-
tion, both prospects and risks, much earlier than his contemporary
leaders.

Ozal carried out a rather active foreign policy which aimed at
creating conditions for accelerated economic development. Ideological
influence declined in Ozal’s foreign policy and it became more
pragmatic. The peculiarity of Ozal’s foreign policy was the fact that it
was focused on economic interests of the country.

Taking into consideration the country’s geostrategic and geo-
political location, Turkey carried out a diversified and active foreign

269



policy and was focused on improving multilateral cooperation. Along
with relations with western countries, the significant direction of
foreign policy of Turkey in 1980s was approximation with Muslim
countries with the purpose of trade-economic cooperation. In Ozal’s
times, foreign policy of Turkey was more focused on such regions as
central Asia, Caucasus, the Balkans and Near East. Turkey was trying
to become the political and economic center of these regions. Ozal did
not regard relations with eastern countries as a replacement of
relations with the West. Vice versa, this should have contributed to
strengthening relations of Turkey with the West.

Ozal considered that Turkey should have become the connec-
ting bridge between the Islamic world and the western one, which
would support development of economic cooperation and significantly
contribute to peace strengthening both in the region and the whole
world. Ozal was a pragmatic person and his decisions at the int-
ernational and regional level corresponded with national interests in
that period. Together with moving to the free market economy and
the open door policy Turkey managed to become the region’s leading
state. The foreign policy which Ozal government used to carry out in
1980s, played a respective role in this.

Keywords: Turkey; Turgut Ozal; foreign policy; globalization; Econ-
omic and political changes.

Introduction

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, the Republic of Turkey was
embroiled in a severe socio-economic and political crisis, which led to
the September 12, 1980 military coup. The 1983 parliamentary elec-
tion concluded restoration of a multi-party system and marked tran-
sition from a military dictatorship to the civilian rule.

The rise to power of the Motherland Party and its leader Turgut
Ozal marked the beginning of significant transformation in the cou-
ntry. Ozal played a pivotal role in Turkey's socio-economic and poli-
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tical development in the 1980s and 1990s, first as Prime Minister
(1983-1989) and later President of the country (1989-1993). Ozal, a
reformer aimed at transformation and modernization of Turkey. The
economic and political changes implemented during his term in office
significantly influenced the country's further development.

Ozal proved to be a broad - minded politician. Next to Atatiirk,
he was the one who laid the foundation to major changes in the cou-
ntry. Instead of an import-substitution policy, Ozal based his economic
strategy on the export growth, aligning privatization with the glo-
balization trends (Findley, 2011: 354).

It is notable that Ozal foresaw both the prospects and risks of
globalization much earlier than his contemporaries, and did his best to
act in the national interest in terms of both domestic and foreign
policy (Talbott,1998: N344). During this period, Turkey needed to tra-
nsition to a free-market economy and an open-door policy to which
end foreign relations played an important role.

Methods

Key methods of social-political research were used while wor-
king on the article. Namely, the comparative analysis method, empi-
rical method, the method of observation, the evaluation method and
the method of content analysis. The paper is based on empirical res-
earch materials, articles and books.

Results

Research found that, the government of Turgut Ozal, which
came to power after the end of the military regime, tried to implement
the program of economic stabilisation. He tried to create conditions for
accelerated economic development of the country and for this purpose
carried out a pragmatic foreign policy. During this period, Turkey
moved towards a diversified, active, multilateral foreign policy. Ozal
integrated Turkey into the global economy. As a result, Turkey tra-
nsitioned to a free-market economy and was able to become the reg-
ion’s leading state after the collapse of the Soviet Union.

271



Discussion

Ozal pursued a highly active foreign policy. During his rule,
Turkey abandoned its traditional status quo foreign policy and shifted
towards active, multifaceted, and risky foreign relations. A disting-
uishing feature of Ozal's foreign policy was its focus on the country's
economic interests. In Ozal's policy, the economy was so prioritized
that foreign policy was viewed as a means of developing economic
relations (Ertosun, 2014: 299).

Ozal remained true to Turkey's traditional foreign policy pri-
nciple of westernization. At the time, Ankara made noticeable efforts
to expand relations with the Western actors, such as the United States
and the European Community. However, these connections were foc-
used on the economic development rather than Turkey's security (Ert-
osun, 2014: 316).

In Turgut Ozal's foreign policy, relations with the US were und-
eviatingly important. Ozal realized that the US was a global powerb-
roker and believed that benefiting from the country's economic, tech-
nological, and military potential was essential for Turkey’s develop-
ment.

During Ozal's tenure as Prime Minister, often referred to as the
"golden age," the relationships between Turkey and the U.S. were very
close. Considering the developments in the Middle East and the econo-
mic measures implemented in Turkey, both sides felt the need for coo-
peration.

In the early stages of his rule, Ozal carried on with Turkey's tra-
ditional foreign policy aimed at increasing the U.S. assistance in stre-
ngthening Turkey's defense. Later on, he shifted his focus to deve-
loping the trade and economic relations. During his 1985 visit to Was-
hington, Ozal declared, "Not aid, but trade." He believed that increased
exports would reduce Turkey's need for support by the United States
and international organizations, and, also boost private investments in
both countries. Importantly, it was during that visit, that the decision
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was made to establish the Turkish-American Business Council (Uzgel,
2001: 50).

After the 1980 coup, relations between Turkey and the Europ-
ean Community stalled until 1984. Nevertheless, in the 1983 gover-
nment program Ozal prioritized Turkey’s membership in the European
Economic Community (EEC) (Demiray, 2015: 267).

Seeking to improve relations with European countries, starting
from 1985, during his visits in Europe, Ozal established trade contacts
favorable for Turkey and highlighted the advantages of Turkey's
investment climate. In April 1987, Turkey applied to the European
Economic Community for full membership. For all Ozal’s great efforts
to open up new vistas in Turkey’s foreign policy, his attempt failed
(Yrypraypu & Yiasuenko, 2009: 55).

Ozal’s ultimate goal was for Turkey to become a part of the
Western political system. He believed that relations with regional or
Islamic countries would not be an alternative to the West. Ozal
thought that Turkey's success in the Eastern world would strengthen
its integration with Europe. As a result, a stronger Turkey would be
able to achieve a more meaningful integration with the West (Laginer,
2011: 6.01).

From the second half of 1988, Turkey began to emphasize that
the European Community was not its only option, and in case of a
negative response, apart from the United States, it would seek to
develop relations with the Soviet Union and the Middle East (Ertosun,
2014: 306).

The context of Turkey’s relations with the West changed when
it shifted its unilateral foreign policy focus on the West in favor of a
diversified and multifaceted foreign policy. Ozal's Administration sig-
ned more international agreements than any other in Turkey’s history.

Ozal's foreign policy became less ideological and more pragm-
atic. Considering the country’s geostrategic and geopolitical location,
Turkey pursued a diversified, active foreign policy, aimed at improving
multilateral cooperation.
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Even before the collapse of the Socialist bloc, Turkey had imp-
roved relations with the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries.
In September 1988, Turkey opened a checkpoint at Sarpi, on the Geo-
rgian border. Between 1986 and 1990, Turkey signed several econo-
mic, commercial, scientific, and technical collaboration agreements
with the Soviet Union. As a result, Turkey’s trade volume with the
Soviet Union increased significantly.

In 1991, Turkey and the Soviet Union signed a friendship and
cooperation treaty. Turkey opened a consulate in Baku, while the
Soviet Union established one in Trabzon. In 1992, Turgut Ozal initia-
ted the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization (BSEC) aiming
at stable and peaceful development in the region. It promoted Turkey’s
closer ties with the Balkans and the former Soviet countries. Turkey
was one of the first to establish relations with post-Soviet states. In
March 1991, Ozal visited Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan, and that same
year, his Kazakh counterpart went on his first official visit abroad to
Turkey. The visits by the leaders of Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan
followed suit. Turkey’s historical, geographical, and cultural realities
facilitated rapprochement with these countries.

Ozal’s government changed Turkey’s foreign policy vector, as he
sought to expand Turkey’s sphere of influence in the East. During
Ozal’s time, Turkey’s foreign policy increasingly focused on regions
such as Central Asia, the Caucasus, the Balkans, and the Middle East.
Turkey aimed at becoming the regional political and economic center,
the regional leader. It shifted its strategic priorities and focused more
on regional issues rather than playing with global powers (Ataman,
2002: 132-149).

One of the important aspects of Ankara’s foreign policy was
rapprochement with the Muslim countries in terms of trade and
economic cooperation. Hence the importance Ozal attached to his
visits in the Middle East. During the first two years of his rule, Ozal
visited 20 countries, 11 of which were in the Middle East. It should be
said that in the history of the Turkish Republic, this was the first time
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that a Prime Minister visited the countries like Bahrain, Algeria, Iraq,
Iran, Kuwait, Libya, Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Oman, and Yemen
(Ertosun, 2014: 307).

Ozal emphasized special importance to developing relations
with Islamic states. He said: "With many of them, we are connected by
historical and cultural roots, and we do our best to develop political,
trade and economic ties with them. Turkey holds a high profile pos-
ition in the Islamic world, and we believe that its weight and respect
will increase both in the West and across the world. We also believe
that as a result our country will become a bridge between the Islamic
world and the West" (Ytypraypu & Yiapuetko, 2009: 54).

As noted, Ozal did not view relations with Middle East as an
alternative to the ones with the West; conversely, he thought that
such relations should contribute to strengthening Turkey's ties with
the West. He was a rational individual with a pragmatic vision based
on the national interests. Ozal knew with both the Eastern and West-
ern mentalities quite well, as well as the advantages and disadvantages
of both the West and the East. Considering Turkey’s geostrategic and
geopolitical location, he assumed it would be a mistake for a country
situated in the heart of the Balka