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Academic Review of "Outline of China Studies"

The book "Outline of China Studies" rep-
resents an exceptionally significant academic
work in the Georgian scholarly domain, offe-
ring readers comprehensive and profound kno-
wledge about China. This scholarly volume dis-
tinguishes itself through both its rich content
and professional approach, adhering to high
academic standards.

A particular merit of this work lies in its logical and coherent
structure, organized according to thematic categorization principles,
encompassing nearly all significant spheres of Chinese social life. The
volume examines the following subjects: the essence of Chinese studies
and Sinology; conceptualizations of China across various historical
epochs and the development of Sinological research in Europe and
Georgia; China's historical development from the Shang Dynasty until
the overthrow of the Qing Dynasty; comprehensive analysis of China's
contemporary political system; economic development from ancient
periods to the present; Chinese philosophical-religious doctrines and
their evolution; religious movements in contemporary China; genres
and movements in Chinese art; linguistic characteristics of the Chinese
language; China's scientific and technological achievements; and issues
of Chinese cultural identity through intercultural dimensions.

It is particularly noteworthy that the authors of this work are
highly qualified Sinologists (Shalva Chikhladze, Teona Gelashvili,
Nana Gelashvili, Neli Akhobadze, Otar Chighladze, Tamar Kvlividze,
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Tinatin Shishinashvili, Ana Makharadze), who possess both theoretical
knowledge and practical experience acquired directly during their
professional residencies in China. This fact endows the work with
exceptional authenticity and reliability.

The book's relevance is determined by several significant fac-
tors: China's growing political and economic role in the contemporary
world; the deepening of Georgian-Chinese relations, particularly
within the framework of the "Belt and Road" initiative; the scarcity of
scientific literature about China available in the Georgian language;
and increasing interest in Chinese culture, science, and philosophy.

The exceptional scholarly value of this work derives from its
complex research approach, which integrates historical, political, eco-
nomic, philosophical, linguistic, and cultural aspects; analysis of num-
erous scientific publications, periodicals, and artifacts available in vari-
ous languages; knowledge based on the authors' direct observations
and experiences; and effective integration of chronological and the-
matic approaches.

"Outline of China Studies" represents an extremely valuable res-
ource for students of Sinology and Oriental Studies; researchers and
academic circles; diplomats and individuals working in international
relations; business sector representatives interested in collaboration
with China; and the broader public interested in Chinese culture and
civilization.

The work "Outline of China Studies" constitutes a significant
contribution to Georgian scientific literature and undoubtedly fills the
gap that exists in scholarly publications about China available in the
Georgian language. The multifaceted content, academic depth, and
professionalism of the book will enable readers to acquire comprehe-
nsive knowledge about Chinese history, culture, religion, language,
economy, politics, and art.

Particularly significant is the fact that this work will facilitate
the deepening of cultural and scientific dialogue between the two
countries and further strengthen the centuries-old Georgian-Chinese
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relations. "Outline of China Studies" will undoubtedly become a foun-
dational source for everyone interested in studying China's diverse and
rich civilization.

Emzar Makaradze
Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University
Deprtament of Oriental Studies
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