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Gocha Japaridze — Reminding

Georgian school of the oriental studies and generally Georgian
science and society felt the irreparable loss. Orientalist and historian,
Arabian, doctor of the history’s learning, a leader of the oriental
studies’ teaching and stientific institute of the humanitarian learning
faculty of the Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, a leader of
the chair of history of the east — Gocha japaridze died on November
152020 (10 July 1942 — 15 November 2020).

Gocha Japaridze was born on July 10 1942 in Thilisi. In 1959, after
finishing secondary school N62 of Thbilisi, he was enrolled at the Ivane
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University at the humanitarian learning
faculty, that he finished with a great success for history of the east,
with the qualification of the orientalist and historian. In 1964-1967
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he was learning at the Georgian National Academy of Science of
postgraduate studies. On 15 May 1968 at the age of 25 Gocha Japaridze
defended a candidate’s dissertation on ‘“from the history of Arabian
Numismatics and Metrology (IX-X Centuries.)” and he got a candidate
degree of history of Science. In 1968 he became Georgian National
Academy of Science’s scientistic collaborator of Giorgi Tsereteli
Institute of Oriental Studies (till 1977). At this Institute at the
different times he was working as a head (1977-1988) and a leader
(1988-1995) scientistic collaborator, as a manager of the department of
new and the newest history of the near east (1995) and as a manager
of the department of History of the Middle Ages (2004-2007).

He defended a dissertation on “Georgia and Isis of the near east of
one third of XII-XIII Centuries”and he got a doctor’s degree of history
of Science. One year later dissertation was published as a book.
Fundamentally investigated book about an indicated topic, actually
was the first one, which has opened the door widely to the Georgian
readers of those times, especially to the theosociety in the case of
learning history of the near east in detail. In 1999 “Isis encyclopedic
reference” on Georgian was published for the first time led and
authorshipped by Gocha Japaridze, which includes 450 articles and
202 of them are written by him.

Pedagogic and scientific works of professor Gocha Japaridze mostly
are connected to the Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University. He
was saying all the time and everywhere that “It was the first, is the
first and will be the first, that no other Univeristy can be compared to
it”. In 2005 from the March 1% to August 28" he was working as a
dean of the Orientals’ faculty. From March 28 he became a dean of the
newly-created humanitarian faculty, that he was doing entrusted duty
with a great success till 11 April 2006.

In addition to the scientific and pedagogic works, professor Gocha
Japaridze also did dimplomatic activities. At the different times he was
appointed firstly as an envoy, and then as an Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Ambassador. Before a big dimplomatic arena Gocha
Japaridze was in the Arab Countries on the long-term missions. In
1969 he was the main management’s Arabic interpreter of the Halabi
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Railway Lines in Syria, and in 1979-1983 years He was appointed as a
director of the cultural centre of USSR in Damascus, Syrian Arab
Republic. In 1998 he was sent as the Extraordiary and Plenipotentiary
envoy in the embassy of Georgia of the Arab Republic of Egypt, in
Cairo. In 2007-2009 professor Gocha was an Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Ambassador in the 5 countries of the Persian Gulf and
Kuwait (Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, United Arab Emirates).
He has granted diplomatic ranks of envoy (2000) and ambassador
(January 20 2009). In 2009-2010 he was taken to the embassy of
Georgia, Arab Republics of Syria and Egypt, also was appointed as the
Extraordiary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador. It should be definitely
noted that Gocha Japaridze’s works in the Arab countries acquired a
great many interesting eastern literature to the Science of Georgia. He
was taking care of Georgian students gladly, who were going to the
different Universities of Arab countries for learning by the exchange
programs.

While being an Ambassador of Egypt and searching for the
cemeteries of Georgian Mamluks, Gocha Japaridze decided to make a
documentary film about this theme and he fulfilled this work with the
director Merab Kokochashvili. They made a documentary film named
— “Inzil Ya,Basha! (Arab: bl 2Lt | that can be translated as — “come
down sir!)”, where is depicted governance of Georgian Mamluks in
history of Egypt of XVIII Century.

From 2010 Gocha Japaridze reverted to the national University and
he continued educating students and generations. His works in Egypt
proved greatly felicific for his scientific interests. He wanted to find
out the cemetries of Georgian Mamluks in Egypt too and he found
them out. He was going to the 5% course when he found a letter sent
from Egypt to Georgia and he gave away one more big work to
Georgian historiography in scientific article’s shape. In 2016 Gocha
Japaridze was able to learn history of Mamluks and public them in
monography’s shape within the range of the grant of Shota Rustaveli’s
Fund, named “Georgia and Mamluks of Egypt”. In addition to
Mamluks his scientific interests were about Georgian Monasteries
situated on the Saint Lands and works about that have been published
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in the form of articles from time to time, but in 2018 it got a form of
the full monography and was published with the financing by fund of
Shota Rustaveli with the name: “Georgian deserts and monasterial
community on the Saint Lands in the XI-XVIII Centuries’.

There should be distinguished a one research of a Georgian
ecclesiast St.Grigol Peradze (1899-1942) from one of the many
successful works of Gocha Japaridze, who was sheltering persecuted
population from Nazis in Poland and was sacrificed for it, dedicated
work — “Knowledges of Foreign Pilgrims about Georgian monks of
Palestine and Georgian monasteries — Grigol Peradze”(1942), that he
prepared due to hard work for publish. His merit to St.Grigol Peradze
was so great that the University of Warsaw awarded Premium in the
name of St.Giorgi to him and Metropolitian of Ateni, Andria Gvazava.
Rewarding was taken place in the palace of Tishkevichebi of the
University of Warsaw on September 17, 2018. At the same year on
December 6 there should be assembled the rewarding, but honorees
couldn’t arrive to Poland. In view of the fact that they couldn’t
declared in Warsaw, on February 5 ceremony of rewarding was taken
place in the Thilisi State University, where an Ambassador of Poland,
Mariush Machkievich consigned medal and diploma to the professor
Gocha Japaridze and Metropolitian Andria Gvazava. At this rewarding
Gocha Japaridze was awarded with the Golden Medal of University by
the rector of University.

Writing about my great teacher in the past detected really difficult
and painful. There was no chance, he had been requested by someone
about something and he rejected for help: being requested to the book
and not to be given as a present or procured; If I needed his article or
some resources he was sending me at the same day; If I called him for
advice he answered me with a great energy and supported thoroughly.
I would like to remember one case from countless of them: In 2018 a
member of the Ilia State University and G.Tsereteli Institute of
Oriental Studies’ department — Irine Natchkhebia published a book
“Diplomatic missions of Napoleon in Iran and Georgia’s theme (The
first decade of the XIX Century)”, which I couldn’t find in this time
and I just said about this caseat the lecture with Mr.Gocha. He looked
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at me and said: “wait for me for two minutes and take as you have this
book”. He called to the author and he requested two copies of the
book. Two days later he told me that my book was put at the library
of V Building by the author, I only have to go and take it. There was
no chance to be rejected someone’s request by him, especially if the
topic was about the books, he would use all the strengths to help a
student or a collaborator.

Mr.Gocha was very precious person both for me and not only me.
He was a great teacher, “Last Mohican” of the Oriental Studies of
Georgia, “Georgian Mamluk”, patriot, always standing in front of the
front-lines of the veritable historiography of Georgia and simply — a
majestic person. He told me for many times at the ages of studentship:
“I'm not okay, It is time for me to go” and I instantly outtalked that
we would have him well for a long time, but the time of a heavy
goodbye has come. Professor Gocha Japaridze died at the age of 76 on
November 15 2020 and he pained to all of us. Above-mentioned
report, which is about a great person, patriot, diplomat, honoured
scientist, professor, historian and orientalist — Gocha Japaridze, is a
tearful reminding. He has a great achievemment in Isis and Georgian
Numismatics, Metrology, Georgia’s interrelation with Isis countries,
history of Isis in Georgia, vexillology, onomastic researchs, learning
Georgian Mamluk’s and monastery theme situated on the Saint Lands,
also Arabian narrative , epigraphic and documentic sources and their
scientific introducing. He was a big supporter of the young
investigators.

His going from this World is certainly big loss for Georgian
scientists. He will always be in our hearts and memories as a talented,
exceptionally educated, a professional of his own works, a precious
older colleague, a great person, the best lecturer and scientist.

George Akhalkatsishvili

Historian / Orientalist
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