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Abstract

Shalom Koboshvili’s artwork causes interest in relation with its
display of Georgian reality through the drawings. Shalom was born in
1876 in Akhaltsikhe in a poor Jewish family. In 1937 he started his career
at Georgian Jewish Historical-Ethnographic Museum holding
gatekeeper’s position. By initiative of Aron Krikhel the museum was
established and put into operation on November 23, 1933. The museum
had three departments: ethnographic, historical and socialist ones. In
1934-1936 the museum implemented the scientific expeditions to almost
all Georgian regions, populated by Georgian Jews communities. The
expeditions resulted in collection of a essential ethnographic material.
Having increased its scientific potential, in 1940-1945 the museum
published three proceedings, playing a great role in increase of the Jewish
people self-awareness and promotion of culture of Diaspora.

The activities, implemented by Georgian Jewish Historical-
Ethnographic Museum deeply impressed Sh. Koboshvili, who started
painting at the age of sixty. During five year period, self-taught artist
created more than 60 different size pictures, performed in pencil, water
color and oil painting. Mainly his drawings display old and new lifestyle
of Jews living in Akhlatsikhe.

Peculiarities of every day life of Georgian Jews are carefully shown
in the following pictures and drawings created by Koboshvili: ajla;
agkala; a child, visiting self-taught doctor; missionary, selling amulets;
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atara; childbirth; taking a child to circumcision, a market in Akhaltsikhe;
the Bible of Breti; Jewish district (Akhlatsikhe); Jew bashing; Mikveh; ill
woman with self-taught doctor at mikveh; missionary, blessing children;
boy-servant; rich jewish man’s wife visiting a bath; groom; bride; taking a
bride to the bath; Simhat Torah holiday; money distribution after agkal,
Purim; street venders; ritual immolation of chicken; selling of Jewish
boy-servant by feudal lords; handiwork; herem-anathema and others.
Our work is focused on only some aspects of lifestyle of the Jewish
family.

On the basis of toponymic, archeologic and ethnographic material it
may be stated that town districts in Georgia were arranged under
different principles. In some cases there were the distrcits, arranged in
accordance with activites, characterizing the persons living there, in
other ones, the separate districts were arranged in accordance with the
ethnical, religios or other patterns. The same principle also characterized
the Jews living in different regions of Georgia. Jewish districts were
arranged around the synagogues in Thbilisi, Kutaisi, Surami, Sachkhere,
Oni, Tskhinvali, Akhaltsikhe, Kula, Bandza...

As an illustration we present only several drawings by Shalom
Koboshvili: Jewish district in Akhlatsikhe — a painting, which by its
charming huts and barracks, drawn in pleasant and attractive colors,
displays reality of Jewish life. Only two synagogue buildings are
distinctive by their size and arrangement in the district resembling a
mountain village. Through this picture, the author wants to mention,
that despite the Jews lived in poor barracks and had low-wage jobs, they
could construct beautiful synagogues38. This fact is also proved by the
other authors, e.g. I. David noted, that “Jewish population of Akhaltsikhe
lived in huts,

illuminated by sunlights coming from the roofs”. According to
census, implemented by Commission of National Minorities of Georgian
Government in 1932, Jewish houses in Akhaltsikhe were single-floor
ones, sometimes — semi-huts. The houses typically contained two rooms.
Rich people typically had three rooms, seldom ten-twelve rooms, in
which sixty to seventy people lived. Garbage, discharged from one house,
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was often collected on the roofs of the other ones. Dirt floor, especially in
kitchens, where they spent most of their time, also was a typical
characteristic feature of Jewish house.

The message, related with the houses of the Jewish people, sent in
1933 to the Central Executive Committee of the Soviet Union by Ph.
Makharadze contained the following description: “the houses, in which
the majority of the Jewish people live, are semi-ruined mud huts, they
are built from twigs and grove of Jerusalem thorns. The houses are damp,
obscure, poorly ventilated, unprotected from winds, rains and cold
weather. Almost each member of community has insufficient living space
— 1 square meter, multi-child families live in one room of 10-15 square
meters and don’t have utility spaces. Because of the density of closely
located houses, even a low scale fire will destroy the whole settlement
resulting hundreds of thousands victims among Jewish population”.

In some cases, Jewish house also had a religious status. According to
I. Papismamedov: “16-17 Jewish families, residing in Gori, lived in one
two-storey house. One big room on the second floor was allocated for
prayer, there was one-pool mikveh on the first floor, which belonged to
the whole Jewsih community of Gori”. Inspired by above mentioned, Sh.
Kobiashvili in 1938 painted ethnography-related drawing: “Mikveh” and
“Ill woman and self-taught doctor at mikveh”. One day prior wedding
ceremony, Jewish woman was brought to the mikveh for participation in
religious ceremony of ritual purity. Mikveh is a ritual pool filling in only
by rain water. After three divings into the pool, the bride (without
wiping her body) dressed her dress. According Jewsih customs, the
ceremony was related with reproduction and fertility. Through the
ritual, the bride was awarded childbirth ability and fertilizing power of
water. Fertilizing power of water also played an important role in
Georgian ethnographic life. Ritual bathing was obligatory for Jewish
women who participated in the ceremony in different cases, for example
they were prohibited to share a bed with their husbands without a
symbolic purification.

Keywords: Georgian National Museum.
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ALy gemmds

LodoMmzgwml ghmgbmee dmHgmddo 0eg3dmy®Howros IMs35¢0
3Me9d3oo: 936MsHosdo s0dmbgbowo Mdzgwgbo ssdosbol bsdmgdo
MB03oMMo  OJyMmmaommo s  gobmaMsnowmwo  bogmgdo,
06300l OLEBMMO0L sALob3geE0 Fobows, JMHoLEGH0BMWO 3MWEHMGOL
900000 899330006M7Mds FIOMOO s BIOHIOMWO boBgdo, X36M9d0,
Bodotramdo, GobOHwo dobobgoto, 306039wbomolbmgsbo
50dmbgMo  dgawgdo, B4dobds@ozol  dosMo  3megdsos,
®mdOHmbs s 39603bEol  bsGogo 1sd3smmgdo  sbGHoIMGO M-
b930©56, bbzoslbgs MmMol Jomzgmwo s 93dm3gwo dbs@36g-
00l dglsbodbsgo 6s8vdg36mgd0: 93303GHNIM0 - LoM3MBoyo, MIJOEG0,
®mbo®obo, Jumgowo 39639300l asdmlsbwwgdom, Jumgowo (0.
300M30L  338mbobygdom,  sdL0BMs  Labowoxml  gmEebols
bgabofigmol  13Mead9b@0; 06Msbmwo bgwbsfgdgdo dobos@Emdoom;
G0d9BHWOO - Bobows, ©3mMgds 3)396g GG, BobMGHO-EsMbszo
bxz30m, MOGMIEOHO MobO; 053MmbYHO I3MOMIEGHOMEO MYBTO o
bbg. 51939, “990Mgbs 8603369 m3zs60s MGG 250m 398900
53H3o6g Fobos 39oMAgOIOLMZ0L - ga303GHIM0O bgwrmgbgds, 2017;
390053960l 35Gowmagdoo -  gbs  dd3z9b0gMgdoLzgd -  Boby®o
bawmgbgds, 2010, Js®mzgeo gdMegargdo - obBHMMm0S @S JMEEGHNOS,
2010, 9565000 3gebEo - JoOmmM39e GOMYE™S 3NEGHNIMS S
goms, 2008, dogrmd 3mdmIzowo, 2006 s bbg. (Lagds@orggammls
06m3bmew 9mbgmdo. http:/museum.ge/...)

6596 mdd0, 30MMB0MO© 4630boWszm MZ30MbLFsz3w0 JOGMsgEo
dboG3MOL  Goermd  3mdMIgz0eol  Tgbobgd  Jsdome, 0byerolv®,
9OM3m 9b5%Bg 2006 Hael go0m3gdwe 250mxu9gbol 395G mal.

3. 3mdmMI300 0d5s 1876 gl sboerobgdo, Ws®odo gdees-
9ol cmxsbdo. 1937 Fgab 00 Lods®m39wml gdmsgEwms obGm®o-
MeE-gmbmgy@egomer  dbgmddo  ofiggdl  FmPomdol  IMIXS.
dmBgmdo gooblibs 1933 ferol 23 5mgddgml, 0s@0d3mdmeb sOLYdwEwo
3GdsDoL g6mdsdo, sGMb 3Hobgeol 0boigos@ogom. I bgmddo
0y bsdo 2obgmaz0gds: gmbmyMonowo, oliGM®moMwo ©s LemEos-
@obEmo. 1934-1936 (Hewgddo dBgmdds dmofym  bsdgsbogdm
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99390030900  Lodo®mzgaml momgdol ygzgws Mgaombdo, Loos
30335JBHMo© 3bMm3MMdEbI6 JoMmmzgmo gdmsgmgdo. 9judgogool
9900930 9Mm3m390vyeo 0gdbs 900 gMbmaMagzowo Jsboes.
Lsdg3bogMm 3mEHgbEoswol 2sBMEol dgwgas 1940-1945 (iergddo
0mBgdds Asdmbe bSTo 3OO, GTo3 OO MMEO FoliMveEns
90659ms 13013986700l  5350¢gd580, ©OLEMOOL  3MWEGHNMOOL
Homdmbgbol LygOmdo (ob.: LsgsGmzgerml goMmsgmms OLEHMMOE-
90bmgMsgommo dmbgmdol 3GMIgd0,1940,1941,1945).

Lodo®mmzgerml 906590 obEHMOOME-gmbmy®msx30Mwo
0MHgmdol  985md50 OO  FmedgFowgds  dmsbgobs 0.
3MdmIgzombg, HM™Igedsg bos@dgzs 60 farol sbs3do sofiym. bymo
foob  056doBg  m300bsLHogerds 89dmddgds gsbdGmoom,
3335M90ms s bgmom 60-Bg gBo 830y ©s oo bmdob
LMBOMO EobGS. dobl Bobo@gddo, oMM, sboiEobols gdGs-
9ms 9390 @5 SHOWO  gmgs 0gm  SLObYIE0. SRS,  SPYIWo,
5358@YMxo 053930 9J0ddsdmsb, 53 gEHId0m IM3sFMg dolombymo,
3565, BoBMbBYOOL Fo9ErMmds, d53d30L IBYDS, d53d30L Hobslos-
3950 9943969, dsBsM0O sboerzobgdo, dGMIMNOL dOBdWY, WIS353HD0I0,
90M39mS 339M G0 (bdEE0bY), JOMSgE0 LMZMYIMO, JOMOIGMS
MB35,  osbsbs, 00339, 0033900  ©93500gdM0  Joewo
9903058056, dobombg®mols dogh 05383930l 3MOMbgzs, FmKsdsq06M]
0030, 993990309900, 90IMHO GOMIgEol Mo doEol sdsbmdo,
Jom3ndo,  69x3g,  3o@GoMdowo,
3o®oMdol  §oggobs  sdsbmTo,
Lodbs  MmMOOL  EOILILHsEo,
BMool  gobsfoergds  sagowols
99092, BMO0T0, FobxMoMdY,
Rosbaby 29y30bo, JmBsdo
9mg5369 9903 0dsbggoo,
Jomdob  ©33Ws  MHOGWSMHO
9o, gds gdMsggdol 2540@3s BJMEOErgdol doge, bgwladdy,
bg00d0-5bsmgds, Togdo®  3MEM0L  2oBsbs, (393395, xgobo o ULbg.
Bodmmzgo babo@gddo @ w®sss 9m390wo bogoMmggurml
JOOSGELOMS 4M39OPOMMO 3bmM3M9go0L 0530L901Mgdsbo.
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§0bs9gdomg bsdMMddo 30, YMMo®Yds 2505b30wgdwo  0dbgdos
90650 Mmxobol Lodygme-LogbmzMobol sdbobgzgw ghm byyMsmby -
90O 335050 sbogizobgdo.

GoWw®m 053060  JNWMOHOGOMS s JOMNbgHDY  K5F30300
2393030 Jmbdsbgdoms vy oo  Lobwgdom, oMo
9ng30dMm9dgo, bosdm ©@s  80dbogger 3gMgddo  Qsdmbo@ e
LobBsdE30gl Slsbogl. 5ol duyogl Mdsbdo msgzolio Looom s
39000dmfigmdoo Lobsgymaol dbmewmo ™m0 Jgbmds odmombggzs.
50000 FHOGZIM0 gIMHIEIISL 53obg0ogdl 00 QoMgdmgdstby, GMI
©IMOBO JOMIgEMds Jmbdobgddo (3bmzMHMdEs, sMs0 dsmo Boddmdo
3M™Igdom o063 ba39mglm Lobsamygdo dgbgdmps (3s30l0gpmzo
0. 1941, 89, 91, 94). 53sL Lbgo 93¢MMIOOEG SILEGHWIMHJOD. 0. 300
50b0dbsgl, ™I ,,906M9mo ImMbobergmds sboenobgdo (3bmzmMd©s
dofiobd39gds Jmbgddo, Looi Lobsomeyg LobwMsgosb Rsdmpoms®
(JaBuz M. 1989, 27). 1932 §eoolb Lodo@mggwml gohmgbwyemo wmdgog-
bmdYdOL  3MTobool  sEfgol Jobgzom, sbowEobol  JdMSgWd
Lobgdo ogm gOHOLIOMWMWosbo, Bmyxgh bobgzto doffHosb
3902905 2 Mmmsbologsh. 9o®mqdl 3Jmbosm 3 momsbosbo,
0030005 10-12 mmsbosbo Lobergdo, HmIgedog gbmgmmds 60-70
byero. Lobergdo JoMOMOIIQ o039 30560 0y,
39BLs3MMMIB0m LsdBIMYMEM Bosg MIYGHIL OOML 5@SMYdbID
(®dmemsdg . 2000, 58). LodFmomo 3938060L (395EG®IHO 5©ToLMYY-
9090 30303)BHOLOEI0 g. Bobo®sdol dogH 1933 Fgwb goabogboem
dmblgbgd0m doMmT0 50b0dbE0s: ,obergd0, Los (3HM3OMBL go-
6590 Imbobagmdol vdgEgbo bsfowo, Fomdmoagbgb bobggMo
B3Mgme  Jofm@gdl, OMIgdos 989bgd0sm  BoRb-dgdz0Loysb.
obobo BgbBosbos, dbgwo, Mdmdm s Y359MM. 9Y339X0S JoMol
30006 s LoEogoLsRB. MoMJAoL Fgel  FmbobaErgmdsls 9B
LBy oJ3b gHPMD 5™l 3dsMmOLbO BsMmmdo — 1 33.0. IMsgs-
f0sbo mxsbgdo 3bM3OHMdI6 9H 0 MmMsbTdo, HMmIgLwms GoGommdo 10-
15 33.0-b 96 50gToBHgds, @O M5 9d300 90300500 bomoglimgdo.
Lobgdo 0bg sbaErmbos 256eeagdv9o gMmdsbymmsb, Mmd dzoMgo
bobd®ol 9g0mbggzsdoi 30, 39Ebo dmoEsgl dogal 335wl
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SbMBOM 505LgdO 2obYd0sL LGHoJo®mo »BgEMMIdOL dibgzgMm3wbo”
(3500533mM05 8. 2005, 189).

90M59ms LogbmgMgdgeo, Moy 89dmbzgzsdo MO0 bids-
GMBLoE 0d96s. 0. 3530L09™30 50b0TbsgL:  ,umMTo Izbmz™gd
90Msgems  16-17 mxsbo ghm ©oE, MmOLIOMME0s6 Tgbmdsdo
0065MMBs. Jgbmdol Jgmeg LoMMWMWOL dMEIML, JMHMO EOEO
Mmmbo wmEgsL 3Jmbs smMTMBOE0, mE30L §398 300390 Lot-
00l B LoMEOBAo, A939MIOMWO 0gm JOHmoHosbo 80339
OH0IGoE 3MOHI GOMOJWms B9 byBMYsMYdIl 939M3bmEs*
(35301090M30,1986:156). 50606 39d5GH0IVMG 3939060 gd0m
4. 3md0s830ds 1938 fgwl dgddbs gombma®sgommo  bslosmols
bm@omo: ,d0339" s ,0033990 99350YOYO Joeo gdoddsdmab®.

A™30mb0do3zmemo,  sOJgmwmaon®o o)  gobmy®megomwo
sborol  Logmd3zgedy 0633939, O™ LodoOmggermdo  bogowrsdm
mdBgdol  Bsdmygoodgds  bbgoolbgs bBodboo  bogdms. gho
d9dombggzedo  dbgdo  ogmxzms  Imbobegmdol  L3gE0xs03YMHO
Loddosbmdol dobgzom, IgmMg dbM03, 35¢39 MdbO Yoeodgdms
9603160, Hgoa0m®o s bgs b0dbgdom. ymgzgumogg gl sdsbo-
L0sMYdGWO 0gm Bods®mmMZggaermli bbgoolibgs 3mmbgdo dsbmg®mgdo
90659 900LmZ0LS. Lobsgmaol 06303 fo0dmgdboero
30035dBH MO0 gdMOmwo ©obabwgdsbo oym mdowolido, JMmsolido,
bm@sddo, Lobbgmgdo, ®bdo, Ebobgswrdo, sbowobgdo, 3mwsddo,
096dsdo... (0398300 M.,3539M900830¢0 .1995,17). 5439 v16s
5©00b0odbml,  MHmd  GHm3Mbodozmmo,  sMdgmemaomMmo Yy
gobmaMogommo  dobogrol  Logmdzgebg 0033935,  O™I
Logo®mggermdo  Lodoawsdm  «9db6qdol  Bsdmyswrodqds  bbgoalibgs
Bodbom  bgdmEs.  gho  Jgdmbggzsdo  «dbgdo  oymxmms
9mbsbergmdob L3gE0B03MMo Loddosbmdol dobggom, dgmeg dbGMog,
(3939 96O Yoerodgdms §0bozMMo, MHgwoa0vMo ©s Lbgs bod-
Bgdom. ymzgwogg gu  ©Toboboomgdgwo  ogm  LadsOmggwrml
bbgoslibgs 3mmbgdo 9bmzMgdo gdMogegdoliozolsg. Lbobsgmyol
0093w03 FoMdmddbowo 3md3sd@cmo oMo alsbrgdsbo oym
»d0oldo, Jmmooldo, bwyMmsddo, LobbgMgdo, ™bJo, Ebobgswdo,
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sboobgdo, 3Mwsddo, 356d580...(039esd3000 ., (35356(g0d30¢r0
0. 1995, 17).

313365
5060350, FHo@z5m Bogmd 3Mmd0sdz0ol Fgdmddggds Fomdms-

©96L d3060835L gombmyMogome FoMmmU, Lodo®mzgwml gdMogewms
053H9M05MMHo 0] Lywogho  3NWEHMGmoL @, bsghHom,
A50030wo  gngol bbgsobbgs sL3gdGom dglfagerol mgzs-
LoBOOLom. oo gMMo LYol AsBbowgsl Bosmwow §30839693L,
O™ goMIJWMs JbmaMogomwo 9mdgbEgdo momddol BMLEss
30, M3 gHobawr 30093 33°0(dMbgdl, HM™I gmbmemaom®do
33930l 3Om3gLdo LsMsbsEM OWMLEHMIE30gd0L BosMmgs (Laggery-
90bma®msgome  dsbogdmsb ) HgMowmdom  [gsHmgdmsb
99000Mg00l  abom),  Loob@gtgbm  ©ab3zbgdol  godmEebol
d9LodgdEMBSL 0deng3o.

3990ggbgdmemo  o@gMsds:

1. dwawsdg .,  Jodomgg  gdGogoms  Lm@Eoswwe -
930b6m303796M0 ©5 399WEGHMOHo dEAMmIsMgMds 1921-1940 fergddo,
153960IGHM LoobYMHEHIEGoMm b58H M0, bgwbsfg®ol Mxwgdom,
»dorolo, 2000;

2. 3500033mM05 3., 9d0M5gwms  Ly3ombo s JoHmmwo
Lbobsdgowyg (1921-1940), @50mI3gdermds  IgdsGosby, mdoolo,
2006;

3. 039533000 0., (35850g030¢0 0., 230bdMdL odwgeo dsdo-
353505 (99036905 oltosgerdo ol JoMmzgew goMsgegdl s dom
F000m353Mdsl), 0doolo, 1995;

4. 3s30L0gmzo, 1941 - 3s30L3g™30 0., M™300bsLfogao
dbs@z9M0 0. 300503000 s dobo Fqdmddggds.- Lododmggerml
9OMSGMS OLEHMOO - gMbmaGMsgom o dbgmdol demdgdo, II,
»d0olo, 1941;
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5. 3030Ldgmzo 0.,  Bsbsbo,  dmbdgboero,  sbgowro,
39500390 Mds, MYan-53030, 1986;

6. Lodomm39wml gdMogems obEMMoE-gmbmyMogormwo dv-
9ol 36MIgd0, 0doobo, 1, 1940; 11, 1941; 111, 1945;

7. (LodoBmzgaml gBm3zbmer dmBgmdo. http:/museum.ge/...)

8.  Hasup Y., Mcropus espees Ha Kaskase, II, Tenp-ABus; 1989.
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